Abandoned and Discontinued Roads
Subcommittee 3 Public Easements Problems/Solutions

March 23, 2026
Remote Meeting

In Attendance: Roberta Manter, Amanda Meader, Tanya Emery, Amanda Egan and Jeff Romano.
Meeting called to order  at  approximately 1:05 p.m.
Roberta provided an overview of her involvement with the Commission and the history of abandoned and discontinued roads. She also shared personal accounts of the challenges faced by landowners on these roads.
Amanda Meader raised the difficulties faced by residents on public easements and the reservations municipalities have regarding providing assistance.
The subcommittee discussed Mandatory Minimum Maintenance  standards as a potential solution for town cost-savings and landowner assistance. Tanya highlighted the need for state-wide standards and 90% state funding. Roberta noted that New Hampshire, Vermont, and the Midwest have existing models for road classification and minimum standards.
Heather shared Jim Katsiaficias’s outline and guidance on abandoned and discontinued roads and the subcommittee  reviewed the list of questions concerning public easements developed over the past year.
There was a robust discussion on property tax reductions for affected landowners. Jeff and Roberta discussed how access issues should logically lower market value assessments or  quid pro quo system. Amanda Egan noted that any new tax recommendations must avoid "double-dipping" with existing benefit programs. Tanya stated that she can work with her contacts through MMA and ask tax assessors how they are handling the issue of assessment on these public easements with regard to abandoned and discontinued roads. 
The subcommittee  addressed the complexities of public easements, including the inconsistent regulations regarding ATV use and the difficulties law enforcement and real estate professionals face due to a lack of clear road databases or multiple  definition for public easement. The reviewed the Commissions template Purpose: Should public easements:
a) be eliminated where there is no longer a need for public access or a private road association can maintain the way, and no property will be landlocked?
b) prospectively be prohibited unless the municipality will maintain them to some extent?
c) where allowed, limit public use to motor vehicles and foot traffic (as in 23 M.R.S. ?3022) or to certain motorized vehicles?
d) where allowed, result in property tax reductions where the municipality does not maintain the public easement?
e) where allowed, prohibit issuance of new building permits for residences accessed by the public easement unless the municipality maintains the public easement?
Heather  will distribute the draft Municipal survey for review. This survey will be sent to municipalities to identify which towns maintain road inventories.
Heather  will send out information regarding the previous year’s discussions on mandatory minimum maintenance roads.
The subcommittee will reconvene in one month to continue these discussions.
Meeting ended at 2:30 pm
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