Abandoned and Discontinued Roads
Subcommittee 1 ATV/Snowmobiles access on abandoned and discontinued roads

March 16, 2026
Remote Meeting

In Attendance: John Monk, Roberta Manter, Kris MacCabe, and Matt Foster.
Meeting called to order  at  approximately 1:05 p.m.
Kris opened the discussion by highlighting the enforcement challenges faced by Game Wardens due to ambiguity surrounding the purpose of public easements. Key issues include jurisdictional conflicts between towns and landowners, tension among neighboring property owners, and a general lack of clarity regarding access rights.
The subcommittee held an in-depth discussion on several related topics, including:
- Laws governing ATVs and abandoned or discontinued roads.
- New landowners not honoring previous access commitments.
- General confusion regarding road definitions and the "Canton v. Jordan" ruling.
- Impacts on quiet trail areas and the volume of complaints received by wardens.
Roberta noted the helpfulness of ATV clubs and proposed a solution to the identification issue: establishing a registry of public easements. This would allow buyers to understand property rights at the time of purchase. She suggested that towns, counties, or the state should be responsible for recording the specific purposes of these easements.

The subcommittee agreed on the necessity of a centralized map or list. A proposed way forward involves asking towns to identify their existing records, potentially utilizing volunteers to review town minutes for historical road data. This would provide a starting point for independent investigation and improve law enforcement's ability to manage trail violations.

Further recommendations to the legislature were discussed, specifically requiring municipalities to list public easements and their designated uses. Matt noted that while towns currently hold authority over access, they often lack a clear process for decision-making, sometimes resulting in trail closures due to a small number of complaints despite majority support.

Finally, Matt shared that the Bureau of Parks and Lands (BPL) has all of the trails data, for the state, but are working on how they can share the data publicly.
The subcommittee and Roberta will continue to follow up on the status of trails located on abandoned and discontinued roads. Heather will send minutes, survey draft and poll for next meeting.
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