Abandoned and Discontinued Road Commission Meeting Minutes

April 10, 2025
Remote Meeting

In: Jim Katsiaficas, Roberta Manter, Steven Young, John Monk, Ryan Pelletier, Peter Coughlan, Kris MacCabe, Catherine Nadeau.
Absent: Rebecca Graham, Vivian Mikhail, Tom Doak and Joe Higgins.
The January 14, 2025, meeting minutes were unanimously approved by a roll call vote. 
Jim opened the meeting noting April 16, 2025, meeting at 1 pm with the State and Local Committee of the Legislature. Jim gave a comprehensive overview of what he plans to review with the Committee, and what he has been asked to review by the SLG committee. He asked who on the Commission is planning on attending.
There was a brief discussion on who would be attending, funding for the commission, how to attend the meeting remotely, and LD 928.
Jim gave an overview of LD 928.
Jim then asked for the opinions and thoughts of the Commissioners on the proposed bill. 
Roberta raised her concerns with the bill, history of the road issue and history of gates and bars. She also pointed out it is now moot as the town of Sangerville has seized the road by eminent domain. 
Jim, Ryan, Kris and Roberta spoke about gates and bars and whether it is prudent to have that as an option to slow down those who are using public easements and issues with public easements. 
Ryan raised the issue that even the commissioners had different opinions on this bill. As Roberta has already testified for the bill hearing, maybe have Roberta testimony stand for us. 
Roberta felt that maybe we should suggest amending the bill to make some changes so as not to miss a chance. 
Ryan argued that for this particular bill, the Commission should state that we are neither for or against as not all of the Commissioners are in favor of this bill. 
Jim read the law from the bill in the record.
Jim argued that the problem with the bill is the 15 years’ wait, whereas right now people can go to court and request that the gate and bars to a road be removed. If the municipalities want to act to prevent roads from being blocked, they can right now. 
Jim felt that the current law should be left the way it is but amend other laws to include the phrase that municipalities have authority to take down gates and bars, so it applies to all discontinued roads and section 3026A. 
Roberta wants to amend the bill to state that people can erect unlocked gates. 
Jim replied that that is the issue, people are putting up locked gates to not allow people in. 
Roberta argued that it is a nuisance for people to rip up the road. 
John stated that gates would be inefficient for snowmobiles and complicate things. 
Catherine raised that it would complicate things for the ATV rider. 
John thinks the gate would chill snowmobiling activity. 
Kris raised the issue that snowmobiles can be going up to 100 miles an hour and IF&W is not going to give landowners a gate if there are other landowners down the road who need access. Seasonal gates work but if it is not a group gate being maintained it causes problems. 
Jim is concerned about whether the gates can be seen and if someone gets hurt. 
Ryan is in favor of temporary gates to protect roads during mud season or issues with the road as tearing up roads is a springtime issue. 
Jim asked would it make sense to say to the SLG committee that LD 928 only addresses those public easements that result from statutory abandonment of town ways, that Municipalities already have the ability to protect the public’s right to travel over public easements; and there is no basis behind a 15-year date. Furthermore, we can point out that the Commission has put forward a bill for Municipalities to be allowed to post for closing roads during certain seasons. 
Roberta said the biggest problem is it doesn’t prevent the mudding pick up trucks only the heavy trucks.
Peter said the posting of public easement is basic in local traffic ordinance and it can be aimed at whatever you want to. How do you define mud runners or enforce it? 
Jim stated yes but a municipality could post a difference for gravel and dirt roads vs paved roads. 
Brief discussion between Kris and John is that homeowners who live on the roads can cause just as much damage and that everyone needs to take responsibility for the road. 
There was a brief discussion about who spoke on bill 928, their positions and how the Commission wants to handle its recommendation going forward.
Catherine advised if we want bill 928 to come back to this Commission then we need to request that.                                                                               
Jim stated that he will testify that the Commission doesn’t support it, as the law is sufficient as it currently is and those who spoke against asked for the bill to be sent over to the Commission. 
The vote was taken to request the SLG committee to send the bill to the Commission for further review. Ryan, so moved and Kris seconded. Unanimously passed.  
Jim moved on to other legislation that impacts Commission LD 1562. 
Brief discussion on the bill, what is in it and thoughts of commissioners.  As this bill doesn’t affect abandoned and discontinued roads the bill was tabled for discussion.
The Commission then moved on to discuss LD 994. The bill proposes that those who live on a private road and that maintain that road can be reimbursed by any and all who live on the road for costs. Jim stated though that this bill applies to private roads and does not apply to abandoned and discontinued roads and is outside our purview.
There was a discussion with Roberta weighing in on her concerns about whether this bill could apply to abandoned and discontinued roads as those considered public easements but have not been cleared up in terms of the Maine Statutes. She feels strongly that individuals should not be required to pay for maintenance of public easements.
Ryan raised the concern that the Commission is not made aware of these bills that pertain to us. SLG Committee is new, and they are not familiar with us and that even with monitoring if they don’t reach out we don’t always know what bills apply or need input from the commission. 
There was a discussion between Roberta, Ryan and Jim on how to get the information filter to the commission. Jim suggested the legislative analyst.
Jim moved on to discuss the reappointing or replacing Commissioners on the Commission. There was brief discussion on terms for Commissioners and that everyone is up at the same time and who will not be returning as Commissioners. 
The commission then opened up to public comments and heard Margaret Cardoza speak.
Jim adjourned the meeting at Approximately 2:15 pm. 
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