
TITLE 29-A 
MOTOR VEHICLES 

 
 

CHAPTER 3 

SECRETARY OF STATE 

 

§201. MUNICIPAL OFFICIALS AS AGENTS 

 

 1. Appointment of agents by Secretary of State; scope of authority.  With the 

approval of the municipal officers, the Secretary of State may appoint a municipal tax 

collector, or other persons designated by a municipality, to collect excise taxes on vehicles 

and to receive applications for noncommercial driver's license renewals and duplicates, 

nondriver identification card renewals and duplicates and new registrations and renewals 

of registrations of motor vehicles, trailers and semitrailers. The Secretary of State may 

authorize a municipal agent to issue renewals and duplicates of noncommercial driver's 

licenses, nondriver identification cards, new registrations and renewals of registrations or 

may limit the agent's authority to the issuance of renewals only. 

 

 2. Issuance of registrations or renewals.  An agent appointed in accordance with 

subsection 1 may: 

 

A. Issue renewals of registration for school buses operated by school administrative 

units or private contractors;  

 

B. Issue registration renewals for all motor vehicles and trailers, except for those 

required to be registered directly through the Bureau of Motor Vehicles as designated 

by the Secretary of State; and  

 

C. If authorized to issue registrations and renewals of registrations, issue: 

 

(1) Registrations for pickup trucks registered for 10,000 pounds or less gross 

vehicular weight, automobiles, trailers, semitrailers and farm tractors; and 

 

(2) Registrations for trucks of greater gross weight than provided in 

subparagraph (1), after the agent has satisfactorily participated in special 

training as prescribed by the Secretary of State.  

 

 3. Service fees.  Municipal agents appointed in accordance with subsection 1 may 

charge service fees for registrations and renewals of licenses and registrations as follows. 

 

A. A municipal agent may charge an applicant a fee not to exceed $3 over the required 

fee for each renewal of a noncommercial driver's license or nondriver identification 

card or registration issued and a fee not to exceed $4 over the required fee for each 

new registration issued.  

 



B. In a municipality in which agents are authorized to issue registrations or renewals 

of noncommercial driver's licenses, nondriver identification cards or registrations for 

applicants from another municipality or from an unorganized territory, the agent may 

charge those applicants $1 in addition to the fees authorized by this subsection for 

each registration or renewal.  

 

C. A municipal agent authorized to issue temporary registration permits may charge 

an applicant a fee not to exceed $1 over the required permit fee.  

 

D. A municipal agent authorized to process permits and decals for vehicles with gross 

vehicle weight in excess of 6,000 may charge a fee not to exceed $1 over the required 

fee for each permit or decal issued.  

 

E. A municipal agent may charge a fee not to exceed $1 over the required fee for the 

issuance of a duplicate registration, duplicate noncommercial driver's license or 

duplicate nondriver identification card.  

 

F. (REPEALED) 

 

G. A municipal agent may charge an applicant a fee not to exceed $1 over the required 

fee when an applicant is requesting issuance of a set of plates designated as specialty 

plates by the Secretary of State to replace previously issued plates.  

 

H. The Secretary of State may authorize municipal agents to charge a fee not to 

exceed $1 over the required fee for other transactions that the municipal agent carries 

out on behalf of the Secretary of State and that are not listed in this subsection.  

 

The municipality may retain all service fees authorized in this subsection. 

 

 4. Training.  The Secretary of State shall provide necessary training for municipal 

agents. A municipal agent may not be appointed for specific duties unless the agent has 

successfully completed the appropriate training program. 

 

 5. Duration of appointment; revocation of appointment.  Unless revoked, the 

appointment of an agent continues as long as the agent holds that office or employment. An 

appointment may be revoked: 

 

A. If the municipal officers that approved the appointment request that it be revoked; or  

 

B. For cause by the Secretary of State. 

 

 

CHAPTER 5 

VEHICLE REGISTRATION 

 

§405. EXPIRATION DATES 

 

 1. Automobile, truck, truck tractor, motor home, moped, semitrailers not 

exceeding a gross vehicle weight of 2,000 pounds, special mobile equipment, 



tractor and camp trailer registration.  Registration for an automobile, truck, truck 

tractor, motor home, moped, semitrailer not exceeding a gross vehicle weight of 2,000 

pounds, special mobile equipment, tractor and camp trailer is as follows. 

 

A. A registration expires on the last day of the month one year from the month of 

issuance.  

 

B. When an application is made after the registration for the previous year has 

expired, the term of the renewal begins on the month of the issuance of the previous 

registration.  

 

C. A person who has a fleet of 5 or more motor vehicles may petition the Secretary of 

State for a common expiration date of all vehicle registrations.  

 

 2. Other vehicles.  All vehicles not governed by subsection 1 have registration 

periods from March 1st to the last day of February of the next calendar year. 

 

 3. Early display of plates.  A number plate or suitable device furnished for the next 

registration period may be displayed on the first day of the month in which the current 

registration expires. 

 

 4. Emergency.  The Secretary of State may extend the expiration date of a 

registration under emergency conditions. 

 

§409. COLLECTION OF TAXES 

 

 1. Collection of tax.  The Secretary of State shall act at the time and place of 

registration on behalf of the State Tax Assessor to collect the sales or use tax due under 

Title 36, Part 3 for a vehicle for which an original registration is required. 

 

 2. Documentation; payment of tax.  Registration may not be issued, unless in 

addition to meeting the other registration requirements of this Title, the applicant has: 

 

A. Submitted a dealer's certificate in a form prescribed by the State Tax Assessor, 

showing either that: 

 

(1) The sales tax due has been collected by the dealer; or 

 

(2) The sale of the vehicle is not subject to tax; or  

 

B. Properly signed a use tax certificate in a form prescribed by the State Tax Assessor 

and: 

 

(1) Paid the amount of tax due; or 

 

(2) Shown that the sale or use of the vehicle is not subject to tax.  

 

 3. Collection fee.  Each official shall retain from the use taxes collected a fee of $1.25 

for each vehicle, even if a certificate indicates that no use tax is due. 



 

 Retained fees must be transmitted to the Treasurer of State and credited to the 

Highway Fund. 

 

 Taxes collected must be transmitted to the Treasurer of State and credited to the 

General Fund. 

 

 4. Forwarding certificates.  Certificates submitted pursuant to this section must be 

sent promptly to the State Tax Assessor. 

 

 5. Other taxes.  A motor vehicle, mobile home or camp trailer may not be registered 

until the excise tax or personal property tax or real estate tax has been paid in accordance 

with Title 36, sections 551, 602, 1482 and 1484. The Secretary of State may provide 

municipal excise tax collectors with a standard vehicle registration form for the collection of 

excise tax. 

 

 6. Remedies cumulative.  The provisions of this section are in addition to other 

methods for the collection of the sales or use tax. 

 

§501. FEES FOR REGISTRATION; MOTOR VEHICLES 

 

 The annual fees for the registration of motor vehicles must accompany the application 

for registration and are as follows.  

 

 1. Automobiles; pickup trucks.  The fee for an automobile, a pickup truck 

registered for 6,000 pounds or less or a sport utility vehicle used for the conveyance of 

passengers or interchangeably for passengers or property is $35. The fee for a pickup truck 

registered for more than 6,000 pounds but no more than 10,000 pounds is $37. 

 

 An automobile or sport utility vehicle used for the conveyance of passengers or 

property is a "combination" vehicle and may be issued a special plate with the word 

"combination" instead of "Vacationland." A passenger vehicle used under contract with the 

State, a municipality or a school district to transport students must be designated as 

"combination." A vehicle owned or operated by parents or legal guardians is exempt from 

this subsection. 

 

 Commercial plates may not be issued for or displayed on an automobile. 

 

 A sport utility vehicle may be registered either as an automobile or a truck. A sport 

utility vehicle with a gross vehicle weight or combined gross vehicle weight in excess of 

10,000 pounds and used in the furtherance of a commercial enterprise must be registered 

as a truck according to its actual gross weight as provided in section 504. 

 

 The gross weight of a pickup truck registered as provided by this subsection may not 

exceed 10,000 pounds. An owner of a pickup truck who operates the pickup truck with a 

gross weight in excess of 10,000 pounds or the pickup truck drawing a semitrailer with a 

combined gross weight in excess of 10,000 pounds must register the truck as provided in 

section 504. 

 



 A combination of vehicles consisting of a motor vehicle and a camp trailer is not 

required to be registered for the gross weight of the combination. 

 

 Beginning July 1, 2009, $10 of the fee must be transferred on a quarterly basis by the 

Treasurer of State to the TransCap Trust Fund established by Title 30-A, section 6006-G. 

 

 2. Island vehicles.  (REPEALED) 

 

 2-A. Island vehicles, golf carts and low-speed vehicles.  The following provisions 

apply to vehicles operating on islands that have no public ways maintained or supported by 

the State. 

 

A. Notwithstanding subsection 1, an automobile may be registered for an annual fee of 

$4. A low-speed vehicle or golf cart may be registered for an annual fee of $4. The 

registrant must show evidence of payment of the excise tax required by Title 36, 

section 1482. The municipality may collect an additional $4 fee annually to defray the 

cost of removing abandoned vehicles or golf carts.  

 

B. A low-speed vehicle or golf cart may be operated on an island if the governing body 

of the municipality allows. A low-speed vehicle or golf cart may be operated only on a 

road or street where the posted speed limit is 35 miles per hour or less. A low-speed 

vehicle or golf cart may cross, at an intersection, a road or street with a posted speed 

limit of more than 35 miles per hour.  

 

C. Any person operating a low-speed vehicle or a golf cart on an island must possess a 

valid driving license in any class.  

 

 3. Passenger vehicles for hire.  The fee for a passenger vehicle used for hire is 

double the fee provided in subsection 1, except that for a passenger vehicle used for hire 

that is equipped with adaptive equipment to make that vehicle accessible by a person with 

a disability the fee is the same fee provided in subsection 1. The Secretary of State may 

issue a 2nd registration for the same vehicle at no additional fee. 

 

 4. Funeral coaches.  The fee for a private automobile, funeral coach or funeral 

hearse, used by a licensed practitioner of funeral services under Title 32, chapter 21, is the 

fee provided in subsection 1. The fee for a funeral coach or funeral hearse used for hire for 

any other purpose is the same as the fee provided in subsection 3. 

 

 5. School vehicles.  The fee for a motor vehicle used only to transport school children 

to and from school is the same as the fee in subsection 1. 

 

 6. Buses.  (REPEALED) 

 

 7. Temporary registration permit.  The Secretary of State may issue a temporary 

registration permit for the purpose of moving certain vehicles otherwise required to be 

registered as follows. 

 

A. A temporary registration permit is for one trip only: 

 



(1) Between the points of origin and destination and intermediate points, as set 

forth in the permit; or 

 

(2) From the point of origin to the destination and back to the point of origin, 

including any intermediate points, as set forth in the permit.  

 

B. A temporary registration permit is for the transit of the vehicle only. The vehicle 

may not be used for the transportation of passengers or property, for compensation or 

otherwise, unless specifically authorized on the temporary registration permit. If the 

vehicle is a chartered bus that is not covered by a reciprocity agreement with the state 

or country of registration, the Secretary of State may authorize transportation of 

passengers.  

 

C. The Secretary of State may not issue a temporary registration permit that is valid 

for longer than 10 days from the effective date of the registration.  

 

D. The fee for a temporary registration permit issued under paragraph A, 

subparagraph (1) is $12. The fee for a temporary registration permit issued under 

paragraph A, subparagraph (2) is $25.  

 

E. The temporary registration permit must be carried in the vehicle at all times.  

 

F. A person who operates or moves a vehicle outside the routes specified in the 

temporary registration permit commits a traffic infraction and may not be fined less 

than $25 nor more than $200.  

 

G. The Secretary of State may issue unassigned temporary registration permits to a 

vehicle auction business licensed under section 1051 to allow the movement of a 

vehicle sold to a dealer.  

 

 8. Special permit.  The Secretary of State may issue, on application and the payment 

of a fee of $4, a special registration permit authorizing the limited operation on the highway 

of self-propelled golf carts, lawn mowers, ATV's and other similar vehicles with restrictions 

and limitations of use that minimize the danger to the operator. The following provisions 

apply to special registration permits. 

 

A. A special registration permit is valid until March 1st of the next calendar year.  

 

B. A driver's license is not required for operation under this subsection.  

 

C. Vehicles registered under this subsection are exempt from the laws regulating the 

inspection of motor vehicles.  

 

D. A person under the age of 15 years may not operate a vehicle under this subsection 

on a public way.  

 

E. Operation of an ATV is limited to agricultural purposes in connection with a farm 

and to operation from or to the premises where kept, from or to a farm lot or between 

farm lots used for farm purposes by the ATV owner.  



 

 9. Attached vehicles.  A deputy sheriff with a writ of attachment may move the 

attached motor vehicle to a place of storage without registration or registration permit as 

long as the county has insurance as required by chapter 13. 

 

 10. Off-highway vehicles.  The Secretary of State may issue, on application and the 

payment of a fee of $27, a special registration permit authorizing the limited operation on a 

way of trucks, truck tractors, Class B special mobile equipment, trailers and semitrailers 

that are otherwise used exclusively for off-highway purposes. The following provisions 

apply to registration permits issued pursuant to this subsection. 

 

A. A registration permit may not be granted unless the applicant presents a written 

certificate from the tax collector of the municipality from which the vehicle is being 

moved identifying the vehicle and stating that all personal property taxes applicable 

to the vehicle, including those for the current year, have been paid or that the vehicle 

is exempt from those taxes.  

 

B. Highway use is limited to travel to and from garages for the purpose of obtaining 

repairs or maintenance or travel from one job site to another job site.  

 

C. The registration permit may not authorize transporting property or passengers, 

except that a truck or truck tractor may draw an empty trailer or semitrailer.  

 

D. A registration permit is valid until March 1st of the next calendar year.  

 

E. A vehicle issued a registration permit pursuant to this subsection is exempt from 

inspection requirements.  

 

F. The registration permit must be in the vehicle when the vehicle is operated on the 

highway.  

 

G. Trailers and semitrailers must be moved during daytime hours.  

 

 11. Low-speed vehicles.  The Secretary of State may issue a registration for a low-

speed vehicle upon application and payment of an annual fee of $25. The registrant must 

provide a certificate of title required by section 651, proof of financial responsibility 

required by section 1601 and evidence of payment of the excise tax required by Title 36, 

section 1482. A low-speed vehicle registered under this section is issued a registration plate 

with the word "low-speed" instead of "Vacationland." The Secretary of State may issue a 

facsimile plate for a 60-day period. 

 

 12. Autocycles.  (REPEALED) 

 

 12-A. Autocycles.  (REPEALED) 

 

§502. TRANSFER AND RETURN OF REGISTRATION; PRORATED 

REGISTRATION FEES 

 



 1. Transferring registration.  A person who transfers the ownership or discontinues 

the use of a registered motor vehicle, trailer or semitrailer and applies for registration of 

another motor vehicle, trailer or semitrailer in the same registration year may use the 

same number plates on payment of a transfer fee of $8, as long as the registration fee is the 

same as that of the former vehicle. If the fee for the vehicle to be registered is greater than 

the fee for the vehicle first registered, that person must also pay the difference. If 

application is made for a trailer with a gross weight of 2,000 pounds or less, the transfer fee 

is $5. 

 

 2. Return of registration.  (REPEALED) 

 

 3. Refunds; credits.  No portion of a fee is refundable, but credits toward the 

registration of another vehicle may be given. On registration by an owner or owner's 

surviving spouse, a credit is allowed as follows. 

 

A. For the first 8 months of a registration year, the full fee may be credited toward the 

registration of another vehicle.  

 

B. For the last 4 months of a registration year, an amount not to exceed 1/2 of the 

original fee may be credited toward the registration of another vehicle.  

 

 4. Prorated fee.  On any application for registration made during the last 4 months 

of a registration year, the registration fee is 1/2 the annual registration fee. 

 

§514. EVASION OF REGISTRATION FEES AND EXCISE TAXES 

 

 A person required to register a vehicle in this State who instead registers the vehicle 

in another state or province or who fails to register a vehicle in this State is guilty of 

evasion of registration fees and excise taxes. Violation of this section is a traffic infraction 

punishable by a fine of not less than $500 nor more than $1,000.  

 

 The Secretary of State shall notify the State Tax Assessor upon receipt of the court 

abstract so that the State Tax Assessor may determine whether further investigation is 

necessary.  

 

 For purposes of this section, a person is presumed to be a resident of the State if that 

person has:  

 

 1. Enrolled child in public school.  Enrolled a minor child of whom that person has 

sole or primary custody in a public school within the State; or 

 

 2. Declared or indicated primary residence in State.  Declared, indicated or 

stated that that person's primary residence is in the State on any form, document or 

application used by public and private entities or persons. 

 

 An oral statement by a person stating a Maine address as that person's primary 

residence is prima facie evidence of primary residence under this section. 

 

§523. CERTAIN VETERANS 



 

 1. Amputee or blind veterans.  On application to the Secretary of State for 

registration of any motor vehicle of any amputee or blind veteran who has received an 

automobile from the United States Government under authority of 38 United States Code, 

Sections 3901, et seq. or any amputee or blind veteran receiving compensation from the 

Veterans Administration or any branch of the United States Armed Forces for service-

connected disability who has a specially designed motor vehicle, that veteran is entitled to 

have that automobile duly registered and a registration certificate delivered to the veteran 

without the requirement of the payment of any fee. 

 

 Any veteran who has lost both legs or the use of both legs and who has registered a 

motor vehicle without the payment of a fee as provided in this section upon certification by 

the Veterans Administration or appropriate branch of the United States Armed Forces 

must be issued special designating plates. Those designating plates must be issued by the 

Secretary of State and must bear the words "Disabled Veteran." 

 

 2. Disabled veterans; special free license plates.  The Secretary of State, on 

application and upon evidence of payment of the excise tax required by Title 36, section 

1482, shall issue a registration certificate and set of special designating plates to be used in 

lieu of regular registration plates for a vehicle with a registered gross weight of not more 

than 26,000 pounds to any 100% disabled veteran when that application is accompanied by 

certification from the United States Veterans Administration or any branch of the United 

States Armed Forces as to the veteran's permanent disability and receipt of 100% service-

connected benefits. A disability placard is issued in addition to the disabled veteran 

registration plate at no fee. 

 

 These special designating plates must bear the words "Disabled Veteran," which 

indicate that the vehicle is owned by a disabled veteran. 

 

 2-A. Disabled veterans motorcycle license plates.  The Secretary of State shall 

issue a registration certificate and special designating plate for a motorcycle to be used in 

lieu of a registration plate issued in subsection 2 to any 100% disabled veteran if an 

applicant submits the following together with an application: 

 

A. Evidence of payment of the excise tax required by Title 36, section 1482; and  

 

B. Certification from the United States Veterans Administration or any branch of the 

United States Armed Forces as to the veteran's permanent disability and receipt of 

100% service-connected benefits.  

 

Notwithstanding section 468, the Secretary of State may issue fewer than 2,000 of the 

plates authorized by this subsection, and this plate does not require a sponsor. These 

special designating plates must bear the word "Veteran." 

 

 3. Special veterans registration plates.  The Secretary of State, on application and 

evidence of payment of the excise tax required by Title 36, section 1482 and the registration 

fee required by section 501 or by section 504, subsection 1 for a vehicle with a registered 

gross weight over 10,000 pounds, shall issue a registration certificate and a set of special 

veterans registration plates to be used in lieu of regular registration plates for a vehicle 



with a registered gross weight of not more than 26,000 pounds to any person who has 

served in the United States Armed Forces and who has been honorably discharged or to a 

person who has served in the United States Armed Forces for at least 3 years and continues 

to serve. If a person who qualifies for a special veterans registration plate under this 

subsection is the primary driver of 3 vehicles, the Secretary of State may issue in 

accordance with this section a set of special veterans registration plates for each vehicle. 

 

 Each application must be accompanied by the applicant's Armed Forces Report of 

Transfer or Discharge, DD Form 214, certification from the United States Veterans 

Administration or the appropriate branch of the United States Armed Forces verifying the 

applicant's military service and honorable discharge, or a letter from the Department of 

Defense, Veterans and Emergency Management, Bureau of Maine Veterans’ Services 

verifying active duty military service and length of service. 

 

 The Secretary of State shall recall a special veterans registration plate of a recipient 

who has been less than honorably discharged from the United States Armed Forces. 

All surplus revenue collected for issuance of the special registration plates is retained by 

the Secretary of State to maintain and support this program. 

 

 The surviving spouse of a special veteran plate recipient issued plates in accordance 

with this subsection may retain and display the special veteran plates as long as the 

surviving spouse remains unmarried. Upon remarriage, the surviving spouse may not use 

the special veteran plates on a motor vehicle, but may retain them as a keepsake. Upon the 

death of the surviving spouse, the family may retain the special veteran plates, but may not 

use them on a motor vehicle. 

 

 The Secretary of State may issue a special disability registration plate for veterans in 

accordance with section 521, subsections 1, 5, 7 and 9. The special disability registration 

plate for veterans must bear the International Symbol of Access. 

 

 The Secretary of State may issue a set of special veterans registration plates when the 

qualifying veteran is the primary driver of a company-owned vehicle if: 

 

A. The company is owned solely by a veteran who qualifies for a veteran plate under 

this section;  

 

B. The vehicle is leased by a veteran who qualifies for the veteran plate under this 

subsection; or  

 

C. The vehicle is leased by the employer of a veteran who qualifies for the veteran 

plate and the employer has assigned the vehicle exclusively to the veteran. The 

employer must attest in writing that the veteran will have exclusive use of the vehicle 

and agrees to the display of the special veteran plate.  

 

 3-A. Motorcycle plates; veterans.  In addition to any plate issued pursuant to 

subsection 3, the Secretary of State, on application and evidence of payment of the excise 

tax required by Title 36, section 1482 and the registration fee required by section 515, 

subsection 1, shall issue a registration certificate and a special veterans registration plate 

for up to 3 designated motorcycles owned or controlled by a person who has served in the 



United States Armed Forces and who has been honorably discharged or to a person who has 

served in the United States Armed Forces for at least 3 years and continues to serve. 

 

 Each application must be accompanied by the applicant's Armed Forces Report of 

Transfer or Discharge, DD Form 214, certification from the United States Department of 

Veterans Affairs or the appropriate branch of the United States Armed Forces verifying the 

applicant's military service and honorable discharge, or a letter from the Department of 

Defense, Veterans and Emergency Management, Bureau of Maine Veterans’ Services 

verifying active duty military service and length of service. 

 

 The Secretary of State shall recall a special veterans registration plate of a recipient 

who has been less than honorably discharged from the United States Armed Forces. 

All surplus revenue collected for issuance of the special veterans registration plates is 

retained by the Secretary of State to maintain and support this program. 

 

 Upon request the Secretary of State shall issue special veterans registration plates for 

a motorcycle that are also vanity plates. These plates are issued in accordance with this 

section and section 453. Vanity plates issued under this subsection may not duplicate 

vanity plates issued in another class of plate. 

 

 The surviving spouse of a recipient of a special veterans registration plate issued in 

accordance with this subsection may retain and use the plate or plates as long as the 

surviving spouse remains unmarried. Upon remarriage, the surviving spouse may not use 

the plate or plates, but may retain them. Upon the death of the surviving spouse, the family 

may retain the plate or plates, but may not use them. 

 

 The Secretary of State may not issue special commemorative decals under subsection 

5 or 6 for use on special veterans registration plates for a motorcycle. 

 

 4. Veterans vanity plates.  Upon request and as provided by section 453, the 

Secretary of State shall issue veterans registration plates that are also vanity plates. 

Veterans registration vanity plates are issued in accordance with this section and section 

453. 

 

 5. Special commemorative decals for medals, badges or ribbons 

awarded.  The Secretary of State may issue special commemorative decals for use with 

special veterans registration plates to any person who served in the United States Armed 

Forces, was honorably discharged and was awarded a medal, badge or ribbon described in 

paragraphs A to BB when that person's application is accompanied by the appropriate 

military certification verifying that the medal, badge or ribbon was awarded to the 

applicant. One set of commemorative decals may be issued for each set of special veterans 

registration plates issued under this section. One set of 2 commemorative decals must be 

displayed on the front and back plates. The fee for a set of commemorative decals may not 

exceed $5. 

 

 Special commemorative decals may be issued to applicants awarded the following 

medals, badges or ribbons: 

 

A. Distinguished Service Cross;  



 

B. Navy Cross;  

 

C. Air Force Cross;  

 

D. Silver Star;  

 

E. Distinguished Flying Cross;  

 

F. Bronze Star;  

 

G. Soldier's Medal;  

 

H. Navy or Marine Corps Medal;  

 

I. Airman's Medal;  

 

J. Coast Guard Medal;  

 

K. Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal;  

 

L. European-African-Middle Eastern Campaign Medal;  

 

M. Korean Service Medal;  

 

N. Vietnam Service Medal;  

 

O. Southwest Asia Service Medal;  

 

P. Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal;  

 

Q. Kosovo Service Medal;  

 

R. Korea Defense Service Medal;  

 

S. Global War on Terrorism Medal;  

 

T. Iraq Campaign Medal;   

 

U. Afghanistan Campaign Medal;  

 

V. United States Army Combat Infantry Badge;  

 

W. United States Army Combat Medic Badge;  

 

X. United States Army Combat Action Badge;  

 

Y. United States Navy, Marine Corps or Coast Guard Combat Action Ribbon;   

 



Z. United States Air Force Combat Action Medal;  

 

AA. National Emergency Service Medal; and  

 

BB. Air Medal.  

 

 6. Special commemorative decals for branches of armed forces.  The Secretary 

of State may issue special commemorative decals for use with special veterans registration 

plates to any person who served in the United States Armed Forces and was honorably 

discharged when that person's application is accompanied by the appropriate military 

certification verifying the applicant's service. One set of commemorative decals may be 

issued for each set of special veterans registration plates issued under this section. One set 

of 2 commemorative decals must be displayed on the front and back plate. The fee for a set 

of commemorative decals may not exceed $5. 

 

 Special commemorative decals may be issued to applicants who served in the: 

 

A. United States Army;  

 

B. United States Air Force;  

 

C. United States Navy;  

 

D. United States Marine Corps; or  

 

E. United States Coast Guard.  

 

 7. Moratorium on decals for use with special veterans registration 

plates.  During the period beginning October 1, 2009 and ending October 1, 2014, the 

Secretary of State may not issue any decal not authorized by subsection 5, paragraphs A to 

AA, subsection 6, paragraphs A to E or subsection 8 for use with special veterans 

registration plates. 

 

 8. Wabanaki decal.  The Secretary of State may issue a set of 2 Wabanaki decals to a 

person who has or receives a special veterans registration plate if the Secretary of State 

receives an application and a statement signed by a tribal official from a federally 

recognized tribe within the Wabanaki Confederacy proving the applicant’s membership in 

the tribe. One set of 2 Wabanaki decals must be displayed on the front and back plates. The 

fee for a set of Wabanaki decals may not exceed $5. 

 

 

CHAPTER 9 

DEALERS 

 

§1002. VEHICLE AND EQUIPMENT DEALER PLATES 

 

 1. Limitations on use.  A person using a dealer plate may not operate a vehicle 

owned or controlled by a manufacturer or dealer except for: 

 



A. Purposes directly connected with the business of buying, selling, testing, adjusting, 

servicing, demonstrating or exchanging the vehicle, including use of that vehicle by a 

full-time employee to attend schools and seminars designed to assist the employee in 

the testing, adjusting or servicing of vehicles;  

 

B. Personal use by a manufacturer or dealer. There may be no more than one dealer 

plate for the personal use of the manufacturer or dealer and one dealer plate for the 

personal use of the immediate family of the dealer;  

 

C. Use of the vehicle in a funeral or public parade when no charge is made for that 

use;  

 

D. Use by a full-time sales representative, general manager, sales manager or service 

manager who is on the dealer's payroll but not in the dealer's immediate family or 

members of that person's household;  

 

E. Use by customers for not more than 7 days to demonstrate the vehicle; or  

 

F. Use by the manufacturer or dealer when the combined weight of the vehicle and the 

load does not exceed 10,000 pounds unless the vehicle, by design, exceeds 10,000 

pounds without a load.  

 

 1-A. Limitation on use.  A person using a dealer plate may not permit a vehicle 

owned or controlled by a manufacturer or dealer to be operated except for the purposes 

authorized under subsection 1. 

 

 2. Term.  Dealer plates expire on the last day of the month, one year from issuance. 

The Secretary of State may determine the number and conditions of use of dealer plates. 

 

 3. Penalty.  A violation of subsection 1 or subsection 1-A is a traffic infraction for 

which a minimum penalty of $200 must be adjudged for each infraction. That penalty may 

not be suspended. 

 

 4. Service vehicle.  A dealer may attach to that dealer's service vehicles specially 

designed service vehicle plates. These plates may be used only in direct connection with the 

licensee's business. A dealer may attach a service vehicle plate only to a vehicle used for the 

service or repair of vehicles sold or being repaired by the dealer. A dealer may not attach a 

service vehicle plate to a vehicle that delivers parts to individuals or to businesses that are 

not owned by the licensee. 

 

A. A dealer is not entitled to more than 3 service vehicle plates at each established 

place of business.  

 

B. The weight limit for a service vehicle, including the combined weight of vehicle and 

load, may not exceed 24,000 pounds. This weight limit does not apply to service 

vehicles of equipment dealers.  

 

C. The fee for a service vehicle plate is $50 annually per plate.  

 



D. A vehicle to which a service vehicle plate is attached must have the name of the 

licensed dealership on the sides of the vehicle in letters at least 3 inches in height and 

clearly visible. The name of any other business may not be displayed on the sides of 

the vehicle to which the service vehicle plate is attached.  

 

 5. Equipment dealers.  Unless otherwise prohibited, equipment dealer plates may 

be attached only for demonstration, emergency and service purposes to the following: 

 

A. Motorized graders;  

 

B. Power shovels;  

 

C. Front-end loaders;  

 

D. Backhoes;  

 

E. Rubber-tired bulldozers;  

  

F. Large 4-wheel drive trucks and snowplows;  

 

G. Motor cranes;  

 

H. Road sweepers;  

 

I. Sidewalk cleaners;  

 

J. Log skidders;  

 

K. Other related heavy equipment;  

 

L. Farm tractors;  

 

M. Self-propelled combines;  

 

N. Harvesters;  

  

O. Other related farm machinery; or  

 

P. Equipment or a motor vehicle taken in trade.  

 

A specially designed equipment dealer plate may be attached to a motor truck used for 

service in direct connection with the equipment dealer business. Any motor truck to which 

a specially designed equipment dealer plate has been attached may not be used for any 

purpose except in the service of equipment directly connected with the business of the 

equipment dealer. An equipment dealer business may not be provided with more than 3 

specially designed equipment dealer plates. 

 

 6. Wreckers.  The following provisions apply to the operation of wreckers and to 

dealer wrecker plates. 



 

A. A vehicle dealer or equipment dealer may operate a wrecker with a dealer wrecker 

plate if the wrecker is used only in direct connection with the buying, selling, service 

or repair business of the dealer to which it is issued.  

 

B. A wrecker on which a dealer wrecker plate is attached may not be used in 

commercial towing.  

 

C. The annual fee for a dealer wrecker plate is $50 per plate for attachment to a 

wrecker that does not exceed 26,000 pounds gross vehicle weight and $200 for 

attachment to a wrecker that does not exceed 80,000 pounds gross vehicle weight.  

 

D. (REPEALED) 

 

E. The certificate of registration for the dealer wrecker plate must be displayed at the 

dealer's established place of business.  

 

F. The Secretary of State shall determine the number of dealer wrecker plates that 

may be issued to a dealer.  

 

 7. Demonstrating a loaded truck.  A dealer must obtain a written permit from the 

Secretary of State to demonstrate a loaded truck, truck tractor, trailer, semitrailer or 

combination of vehicles bearing dealer plates. 

 

 A permit may be issued to a nonresident dealer when reciprocity has been established. 

A permit may not be issued to allow demonstration for a period longer than 7 days. A 

permit to demonstrate can not be issued to the same individual or company more than once 

to cause use for a period of more than 7 days. 

 

 A permit may not be issued to a vehicle or combination of vehicles that is being rented 

or leased. 

 

 The processing fee for a permit to demonstrate is $1. 

 

 8. Vehicle weighing more than 10,000 pounds.  The following provisions apply to 

the use of dealer plates on vehicles weighing more than 10,000 pounds. 

 

A. Except as provided in paragraph B, a truck tractor and trailer or semitrailer 

combination may be operated with dealer plates if the dealer is licensed as a new 

vehicle dealer or used vehicle dealer and heavy trailer dealer and if the trailer or 

semitrailer does not contain a load.  

 

B. A dealer must obtain a written permit from the Secretary of State to operate a 

vehicle or combination of vehicles carrying a load. The permit must be issued in 

accordance with the following provisions. 

 

(1) The operation of the vehicle or combination of vehicles and load must be in 

conjunction with the sale or purchase of a motor vehicle, vehicle or equipment by 

the dealer. 



 

(2) The load must consist of a motor vehicle, trailer or equipment that the dealer 

is licensed to sell. 

 

(3) The load may not consist of more than one automobile, truck or truck tractor 

at any time. 

 

(4) The initial fee and renewal fee for a permit issued under this paragraph are 

$200 each. 

 

(5) A permit expires 90 days from the date of issuance and may be renewed. 

 

(6) A permit must contain the name and address of the licensed dealer, an 

effective date, an expiration date and any other information required by the 

Secretary of State.  

 

 9. Mobile homes.  A mobile home may not be moved over a public way unless the 

operator of the vehicle hauling it has in possession a permit issued pursuant to section 2382 

or a written certificate from the tax collector of the municipality in which the mobile home 

is situated on the day of the move, identifying the mobile home and stating that all 

applicable property taxes, including those for the current tax year, have been paid or that 

the mobile home is exempt from taxes. The tax year is the period from April 1st to March 

31st. For the purposes of this subsection, taxes for the current tax year include taxes not 

yet committed. If the amount of these taxes can not then be determined, the amount must 

be presumed to be the same as the previous year's taxes until the current year's taxes are 

assessed. Notwithstanding Title 36, section 506, the tax collector may accept prepayment of 

these taxes and shall repay any amount paid in excess of that finally assessed, with interest 

on that amount as provided in Title 36, section 506-A. If a mobile home was moved into the 

municipality after April 1st so that no tax was assessed in the previous year and will be 

moved from the municipality before the commitment of the current year's taxes but after 

April 1st, the term "previous year's taxes" means taxes estimated by using the prior year's 

tax rate. 

 

 10. Loss of dealer plate.  Upon the loss of a dealer plate, the dealer immediately 

shall notify the Secretary of State. 

 

 11. Temporary dealer plate.  If a dealer has written authorization from the 

Secretary of State, a dealer may use a temporary number plate bearing the registration 

number issued to that dealer. 

 

 

CHAPTER 21 

WEIGHT, DIMENSION AND PROTECTION OF WAYS 

 

§2382. OVERLIMIT MOVEMENT PERMITS 

 

 1. Overlimit movement permits issued by State.  The Secretary of State, acting 

under guidelines and advice of the Commissioner of Transportation, may grant permits to 



move nondivisible objects having a length, width, height or weight greater than specified in 

this Title over a way or bridge maintained by the Department of Transportation. 

 

 2. Permit fee.  The Secretary of State, with the advice of the Commissioner of 

Transportation, may set the fee for single trip permits, at not less than $6, nor more than 

$30, based on weight, height, length and width. The Secretary of State may, by rule, 

implement fees that have been set by the Commissioner of Transportation for multiple trip, 

long-term overweight movement permits. Rules established pursuant to this section are 

routine technical rules pursuant to Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter II-A. 

 

 3. County and municipal permits.  A county commissioner or municipal officer 

may grant a permit, for a reasonable fee, for travel over a way or bridge maintained by that 

county or municipality. 

 

 4. Permits for weight.  A vehicle granted a permit for excess weight must first be 

registered for the maximum gross vehicle weight allowed for that vehicle. 

 

 5. Long-term permits.  The Secretary of State may grant permits for up to one year 

for trucks, truck tractors, semitrailers and Class A special mobile equipment. 

Notwithstanding Title 5, section 8071, subsection 2, paragraph A, the Secretary of State, in 

consultation with the Commissioner of Transportation, shall establish the fee schedule by 

rule. Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules as defined in 

Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A. 

 

 6. Scope of permit.  A permit is limited to the particular vehicle or object to be 

moved, the trailer or semitrailer hauling the overlimit object and particular ways and 

bridges. 

 

 7. Construction permits.  A permit for a stated period of time may be issued for 

loads and equipment employed on public way construction projects, United States 

Government projects or construction of private ways, when within construction areas 

established by the Department of Transportation. The permit: 

 

A. Must be procured from the municipal officers for a construction area within that 

municipality;  

 

B. May require the contractor to be responsible for damage to ways used in the 

construction areas and may provide for: 

 

(1) Withholding by the agency contracting the work of final payment under 

contract; or 

 

(2) The furnishing of a bond by the contractor to guarantee suitable repair or 

payment of damages. 

 

The suitability of repairs or the amount of damage is to be determined by the 

Department of Transportation on state-maintained ways and bridges, otherwise by 

the municipal officers;  

 



C. May be granted by the Department of Transportation or by the state engineer in 

charge of the construction contract; and  

 

D. For construction areas, carries no fee and does not come within the scope of this 

section.  

 

 8. Gross vehicle weight permits.  The following may grant permits to operate a 

vehicle having a gross vehicle weight exceeding the prescribed limit: 

 

A. The Secretary of State, with the consent of the Department of Transportation, for 

state and state aid highways and bridges within city or compact village limits;  

 

B. Municipal officers, for all other ways and bridges within that city and compact 

village limits; and  

 

C. The county commissioners, for county roads and bridges located in unorganized 

territory.  

 

 9. Pilot vehicles.  The following restrictions apply to pilot vehicles. 

 

A. Pilot vehicles required by a permit must be equipped with warning lights and signs 

as required by the Secretary of State with the advice of the Department of 

Transportation.  

 

B. Warning lights may be operated and lettering on the signs may be visible on a pilot 

vehicle only while it is escorting a vehicle with a permit on a public way.  

 

With the advice of the Commissioner of Transportation and the Chief of the State Police, 

the Secretary of State shall establish rules for the operation of pilot vehicles. 

 

 9-A. Police escort.  A person may not operate a single vehicle or a combination of 

vehicles of 125 feet or more in length or 16 feet or more in width on a public way unless the 

vehicle or combination of vehicles is accompanied by a police escort. The Secretary of State, 

with the advice of the Commissioner of Transportation, may require a police escort for 

vehicles of lesser dimensions. 

 

A. The Bureau of State Police shall establish a fee for state police escorts to defray the 

costs of providing a police escort. A county sheriff or municipal police department may 

establish a fee to defray the costs of providing police escorts.  

 

B. The Bureau of State Police shall provide a police escort if a request is made by a 

permittee. A county sheriff or municipal police department may refuse a permittee's 

request for a police escort.  

 

C. A vehicle or combination of vehicles for which a police escort is required must be 

accompanied by a state police escort when operating on the interstate highway 

system.  

 



 10. Taxes paid.  A permit for a mobile home may not be granted unless the applicant 

provides reasonable assurance that all property taxes, sewage disposal charges and drain 

and sewer assessments applicable to the mobile home, including those for the current tax 

year, have been paid or that the mobile home is exempt from those taxes. A municipality 

may waive the requirement that those taxes be paid before the issuance of a permit if the 

mobile home is to be moved from one location in the municipality to another location in the 

same municipality for purposes not related to the sale of the mobile home. 

 

 11. Violation.  A person who moves an object over the public way in violation of this 

section commits a traffic infraction. 

 

 

 


