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What is a pesticide   

• Any substance intended for 
preventing, destroying, 
repelling or mitigating any 
pest;  

• Not including multicellular 
pest control agents such as 
predatory mites or insects. 



What are pesticides? 
• Disinfectants & Bleaches: 

Lysol, pine oil  
• Rat & mouse baits: D-con 
• Ant Cups             
• Mold & Mildew control 

products 
• Insect sprays, granules, 

dusts: Raid 
• Weed killers, ‘weed&feed’, 

Round Up, Garlon 
• Repellents 
No endorsements expressed or implied 



What are Pesticides? 

• “Organics” like spinosad 
 
 

• Biological controls 
 
 

• Wood preservatives, 
some paints & stains  

No endorsements expressed or implied 



These are pesticides too… 

 Consumer products 
used to manage pests 
 
 
 

 Homemade products 

No endorsement intended or implied Kidney failure more likely 

No endorsement intended or implied 



Pesticides Commonly Used to Control Invasives 

• Glyphosate – Round Up, 
Accord, Rodeo 
 

• Triclopyr – Garlon 3A, 
Garlon 4, Renovate 
 

• 2,4 – D – Weedone, 
Brushmaster, Aquakleen 

No endorsements expressed or implied 



Some pesticide applications must be 
done by licensed applicators 
• Applications “for hire” 

 
 

• Applications to areas “open 
to the public” 
 

• Applications to aquatic sites 
 

• Applications done by 
government employees 



What can be done without a license? 

• Routine surface cleaning by 
hand 
 

• Emergency stinging insect 
control 
 

• Use of repellants for personal 
protection 
 

• Application of paints & stains 
No endorsements expressed or implied 



Which applications require a licensed 
applicator? 
• Indoor or outdoor pest control 

• Mosquito, tick, ant or rodent 
control, etc. 

• Weed, insect or plant disease 
control on lawns, trees, 
sidewalks, parking lots, 
roadsides, forested areas, 
wetlands, etc. 
 

• Any aquatic application 
• Mosquito larvicides 
• Aquatic weed control 

 
 No endorsements expressed or implied 



Are there any exemptions from licensing? 

• Not-for-hire terrestrial applications 
done by employees or volunteers 
working for the landowner or 
lessee… 
• When the treated area is closed to 

public access for at least 7 days 
following application 

• Application under the on-site 
supervision of a licensed commercial 
applicator. 

• Licensed applicators can ONLY supervise their 
own employees 
 



Posting for sidewalks and trails 

• Must use one or more of the below 
methods 
• Post signs at a kiosk and/or prominent 

points of ingress and egress 
• Post signs in areas frequented by the 

public and in the vicinity of the 
application, i.e., commercial, retail or 
institutional buildings or public gathering 
places 

• Above signs must be: 
• Must be posted for 48 hours 
• Must be conspicuously positioned with print 

of sufficient size to be readily observed 
• Provide public notice through a website, 

listserv or print publication of local or 
regional relevance 



Pesticide Use in/on Surface Waters or 
Near Wetlands 

• You need a waste discharge license from DEP to 
apply any pesticide to a water of the state 

• Waters of state: 
• Lakes, ponds, rivers streams, marshes & wetlands 
• And any water that connects to them 
• Even use of Bti mosquito dunks requires a permit 

unless done in a fully contained water source 



DEP Policy – “Riparian” Plants, e.g., 
Phragmites and Purple Loosestrife 
• Non-persistent herbicides that bind to soil or 

absorbed by plants 
• No standing water 
• No drift 
• No rainfall predicted for 24 hours 
• Individual plant treatment 
• Protection of non-target species 
• Other means of control not working 



Application near waters & wetlands 
• BPC Rule - No broadcast application 

within 25 feet of the high water mark  
• Non-broadcast “spot treatment” defined: 

 
• Directed away from surface water; 

 
• Directed at specific pest organisms or 

infestations in a manner that minimizes 
deposition to non-target species and areas; 
 

• Conducted using non-powered application 
equipment capable of targeting pest 
organisms while avoiding non-target species;  



• More on “spot treatment” defined: 
 
• During any calendar year, is confined to no 

more than 20% of the area located within 25 
feet of surface water and 
 

• During any calendar year, does not cover any 
one contiguous area greater than 100 square 
feet; 
 

• Must not violate Shoreland Zoning 
Restrictions regarding vegetation removal. 

Application near waters & wetlands 



Can apply for a variance 

• The Board allows for a 
variance  
• Must achieve similar 

protection of the waterway, 
or 

• Must show a balance of risk 
and  benefit 

 
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/php/pesticides/download_library.shtml 



What does a license do for you? 

• Reduced liabilities 
 

• Better understanding of 
IPM 
 

• Helps you minimize 
reliance on pesticides  
 

• Access to continuing  
education 



How do you get the commercial 
license? 

• Each organization must first license a Master 
level applicator 
 

• Additional personnel can license at the 
operator level 
 



• Master level must pass 3 written, closed book 
exams and 1 oral exam 
• Written exams cover 

• General pesticide information (Core) 
• Vegetation Management (Category 6A or 6B) 
• Master Regulations exam 

• Plus a Master Oral Exam 
 
• Operator level must pass 2 written, closed 

book exams 
• Written exams cover 

• General pesticide information (Core) 
• Vegetation Management (Category 6A or 6B) 

How do you get the commercial 
license? 



 
 

Certification 
 

Licensing 
 

License 
Type 

 

Where do I 
get study 

materials? 

 

Types of 
Exams 

 

Where do I 
take exams? 

 

Exam 
fees 

 

Certification 
Period 

 
License Fee 

 
License 
Duration 

 

Commercial - 
Master 

 

UMCE (1) 
1-800-287-

0279 
207-581-

3880 
Core and 
Category 
Manuals  

BPC (2) 
207-287-2731 
Regulations 

Manual 

 

Minimum of 3 
written (Core, 
one or more 
categories, 

and 
regulation 

exams) plus a 
Master's Oral 

exam 

 

BPC Offices 
by prefiled 

exam 
application 

only 
207-287-

2731  

 

$10 each 
for the 

Core and 
for each 
category 

exam  
$50 for the 
regulation 

and 
Master's 

Oral exams 

 

6 years 

 
$70 

 

2 year 
renewable 

12/31 

 

Commercial – 
Operator 

(3) 

 

UMCE 
1-800-287-

0279 
207-581-

3880 
Core and 
Category 
Manuals 

 

Minimum of 2 
written (Core 
and one or 

more 
category 
exams) 

 

BPC Offices 
by prefiled 

exam 
application 

only 
207-287-

2731  

 

$10 each 
for the 

Core and 
for each 
category 

exam 

 

6 years 

 
$70 

 

2 year 
renewable 

12/31 

 



Web Resources 

www.thinkfirstspraylast.org www.invasive.org 



Questions? 
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