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Subject: Triest Ag Group
PO Box 448
Greenville, NC 27883

Date of Incident(s): September 19, 20, 21 of 2015/ September 18, 2017/ September of 2018 to June 3, 2019
Background Narrative: On September 19-21, 2015, two Triest employees made three restricted use
fumigation applications in Aroostook County. They were not licensed applicators at the time of the applications.
On September 18, 2017, three Triest employees made a fumigation application to a field on the Caribou Lake
Road in Washburn. At the time of that application, two of the three employees had not completed the required
fumigation training cited on the label. That application resulted in off-target movement of the fumigant that
entered the open windows of a family home across the street. All family members, parents and two children
were affected by the fumigant.
In the fall of 2018, Triest Ag Group placed a total forty-six, 1,265 lb. fumigant cylinders in three separate
locations in Aroostook County. Eighteen cylinders were in one Washburn location, eight in a separate
Washburn location and twenty in Easton. At each of these sites, the cylinders were out in the open, unlocked,
and unprotected from the elements. On June 4, 2019, a Board inspector confirmed the last of the cylinders were
loaded and shipped to North Carolina

Summary of Violation(s):
•

22 M.R.S. § 1471-D (1) (A) and CMR 01-026 Chapter 31 Section 1(A) III. Any commercial
applicator must be a certified commercial applicator or under the direct supervision of a certified
applicator.

•

7 U.S.C. § 136j (a)(2)(G), 7 M.R.S. § 606 (2)(B) and 22 M.R.S. § 1471 D (8)(F). Using a pesticide
inconsistent with its label directions.
o Did not have label required fumigation training
o Insufficient preparation of field before making fumigant application
o Did not meet pesticide storage requirements specified on the pesticide label

•

CMR 01-026 Chapter 31 Section 1(E). Each branch office of any company, agency, organization or
self-employed individual ("employing entity") required to have personnel licensed commercially
under state pesticide law shall have in its employment at least one master applicator.

•

CMR 01-026 Chapter 20 Section 3(A). Unused pesticides, whether in sealed or open containers,
must be kept in a secure enclosure and otherwise maintained so as to prevent unauthorized use,
mishandling or loss; and so as to prevent contamination of the environment and risk to public
health.

•

22 M.R.S. § 1471-D (3) Requires that pesticide dealers be licensed by the Board to distribute any
restricted use pesticides.

Rationale for Settlement: The scope of the violations in this case was extensive involving licensing,
storage, training, and applications. Because of the violations there was both potential and actual damage in this
case. The consent agreement is intended to match the gravity of the violations.

Attachments: Proposed Consent Agreement
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