
ATV GRANTS
What are they for?

Prioritize maintenance over 
expansion



Grant 
Requirements
• Proof of Landowner Permission 

is required for ATV Trails.
• Any necessary DEP or LUPC 

permits.
• DEP Certified contractor 

designation if working in 
Shoreland Zone. 

• BMPs must be followed



ATV GRANTS
Maintain & Construct ATV Trails

ELIGIBLE EXPENSES
Trail Construction and Maintenance

Culverts, ditching, grading, brushing, signage, gates

Portable toilets on trails

Park and ride development and maintenance

Club PO Box expenses

Bridges: Engineering costs for design and install

Contractor Costs & Equipmental Rental

Landowner Relations

Insurance

INELIGIBLE EXPENSES

Clubhouse expenses

Hall Rental

Electric or heating bills

Club meeting Costs

Access route costs including signing

Dues

Organizational support

Charitable Giving



Municipal Versus Club Grants - Application

Municipal

• Grant is with Town or County
• Need to meet with Municipal officers

• Application due by May 30
• Grant based on projects

• Big projects need multiple quotes to establish 
realistic & best cost for grant.

• Reimburses up to 90 percent (no max)
• Higher Grant limits
• Match required
• Possible to amend to add money

Club

• Grant is directly with Club
• Application due by July 1
• Reimburses up to 100 percent 

(max $12k)
• Grant based on mileage
• Lower Grant amounts
• No Match required
• Can’t be amended



Municipal Versus Club Grants - Reimbursement

Municipal

• Must work with Town or County
• Multiple reimbursements, 

• Up to once a month for cash flow
• Grant can be amended
• Project inspections may occur 

during reimbursement process

Club

• Simpler grant application
• Doesn’t involve local 

government
• Grant can’t be amended
• Project inspections may 

occur during reimbursement 
process



Bridge upgrades for proper water 
clearance, structural strength, and 
safety.  Width, bumpers, & railings

SAFE & OUT OF THE 
WATER



Proper ditching and drainage 
is necessary for trails to be 

sustainable.

Water out of the Trails



Proper crowning, ditching, 
grading and shaping. 

Maintenance to roads and trails 
prevents storm damage.

Water out of the Trails



Following BMPs: Stabilizing disturbed 
soils is required.  Use of correct 

material and equipment will save 
money in the long run.

Stabilize disturbed areas



Municipal Grant - Application

• Due By May 30 but the earlier the better
• Application with certification and agreement

• Project Certification on Muni letterhead authorizing 
Project Director

• Completed & signed application (Town)
• Signatures Required

• Completed & signed agreement (Town)
• Signatures Required

• Budget breakdown with quotes to justify request
• Proof of landowner permission
• DEP or LUPC permits where required
• Map of trails, planned work locations, and total trail 

system mileage
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We can provide map of trail system 
for use in grant application.



• Equipment rates include operator, fuel, equipment, repairs, 
insurance, etc.

• Can’t itemize hourly charges for equipment, operator, and fuel.
• Can charge the contractor's actual rate, if you hire a contractor

• Can't exceed MDOT rates.
• Only charge for the hours of use.

• Can’t charge 10 hours for a person, chainsaw, and ATV.
• You can't ride an ATV and run a saw at the same time.



Municipal Grant - Reimbursement

• Complete and sign reimbursement forms with 
worksheets, invoices and expenses.

• Reimbursements can be submitted monthly.

• Regular reimbursement requests ensure cash flow 
and can keep short accounts with vendors

• Reimbursement paperwork comes through the 
town. Check from state goes to town not club

• Clubs and towns need to have a plan and regularly 
communicate to ensure payments don’t get lost, 
so clubs or contractors wait to be paid.



Questions?

Contact the ATV Program office for 
more information.

(207) 287-4958

Grant applications can be found at:
www.maine.gov/dacf/parks/grants/atv_grants

https://www.maine.gov/dacf/parks/grants/atv_grants
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