
LID‐ It Works Better and 
Can Cost Less
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 Low Impact Design. Each applicant is required to 
submit a statement  to the Planning Board 
documenting proposed Low Impact Design (LID) 
for the site, which will help to reduce stormwater 
volumes and help to enhance stormwater quality.



 It’s cool!
 Local research show it to be more effective 
than traditional treatment

 Lid can save developers money!
 Can be used on individual house lots
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Since 2004 
monitored the ability of 23 
stormwater systems to treat 
pollution  and reduce the 
volume of runoff

There is a concern that 
increased infiltration can 
cause harm to groundwater.



























Organic Filter Cake
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Low Impact Development function well in the harsh 
winters of cold climate regions. 

Projects that use LID can be more effective in treating 
pollution and in some instances less expensive  to 
install than those that rely on curbs, pipes, and ponds. 

LID systems do require maintenance  to function 
properly, but so do all of the commonly used systems 
that are believed to require  little or no attention. 





Many Communities are struggling with the 
costs of treating stormwater runoff 

Slide: Pembroke Maryland , Chesapeake NEMO



(CWP, 2006)Slide: Chesapeake NEMO



Boulder Hills, NH
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Boulder Hills, NH

$5,000 in Site Preparation
$72,000  Drainage
$6,500 Curbing Reductions
$19,500 Permanent Erosion Control

NET Savings: $50,000 
approx 6% of the total project
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Greenland Meadows Commercial Development, NH

Porous Asphalt-~4 
ac.

Rooftops with Subsurface 
Infiltration

Gravel 
Wetland

Standard Pavement with Subsurface 
Infiltration
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Greenland Meadows Commercial Development, NH



$71,000 Earthwork
$1,750,000 Stormwater
NET Savings: $930,000

or 26% of the project stormwater costs

Greenland Meadows Commercial Development, NH



Portland, Oregon



Portland, Oregon

Estimated $144M for new pipes



Portland, Oregon

Savings of $63M

11 M in green infrastructure



Portland, Oregon Added 500 green streets, 4000 street trees



Chicago, Illinois



Chicago, Illinois extensive flooding 1,900mi of alleys and  3,500 ac 



Chicago, Illinois

Eliminated 70M gallons of stormwater in 2009











Ocean Ave ElementaryOcean Ave Elementary















Long Creek Tree Box Filter



Kittery Commercial Raingarden



Kittery Downspout



Orono Raingarden



Portland Raingarden



Belgrade Pavers



Turf reinforcement



Belgrade Raingarden



Belgrade dripline infiltration











Porous sidewalks require less 
winter maintenance













Carving Up the LandscapeCarving Up the Landscape



This is why we do it


