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Maine Natural Areas Program (MNAP)
Our mission – to ensure the maintenance of Maine’s natural heritage for the 

benefit of present and future generations.  

All photos courtesy of MNAP unless otherwise noted.

• Keep track of natural resources

• Facilitate informed decision-making

• Invasive plant initiatives



Top plants of concern



Black swallowwort & pale swallowwort
Cynanchum louiseae & C. rossicum



Glossy false buckthorn 
Frangula alnus



Japanese stiltgrass (*known in NH, MA, VT)
Microstegium vimineum

Chuck Bargeron, University of Georgia, Bugwood.org

Leslie J. Mehrhoff, Univ of Connecticut, 
Bugwood.org



Mile-a-minute weed (*known in NH)
Persicaria perfoliata

Leslie Mehrhoff, Univ. of CT, Bugwood.org



Tree of heaven 
Ailanthus altissima

Leslie Mehrhoff, University of Connecticut, 
Bugwood.org

Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture

Spotted Lanternfly

Please report tree of heaven 
locations to me or to 

iMapInvasives!



Resources



Advisory List of invasive plants for Maine

https://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/features/invasive_plants/invsheets.htm

https://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/features/invasive_plants/invsheets.htm


iMapInvasives online mapping tool
Central repository for invasive plant data

• Landscape context

• iMap App

• Species-specific maps

• Site assessment

• Help us all understand distribution

• www.imapinvasives.org

http://www.imapinvasives.org/


Maine Invasive Plants Field Guide

• Essential ID and 
control information 
for 46 species

• Waterproof, small

• Herbicide guidance 
section at back

https://forms.office.com/Pag
es/ResponsePage.aspx?id=q6
g_QX0gYkubzeoajy-
GTil4gRjLdupBgWI8NDDCGo
NUQzE5R1hCMUlOUjRaSzgy
OTYwWThVTkVZWC4u

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=q6g_QX0gYkubzeoajy-GTil4gRjLdupBgWI8NDDCGoNUQzE5R1hCMUlOUjRaSzgyOTYwWThVTkVZWC4u


NRCS CIG Project with 
4 SWCDs: free invasive 

plant management 
plans for farms & 

woodlots in 5 counties:

Kennebec 
Knox

Lincoln
Waldo 

Somerset

Flyer available on MNAP website:
https://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/f
eatures/invasive_plants/cig_freesurve
y2020.pdf

https://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/features/invasive_plants/cig_freesurvey2020.pdf


List of licensed invasive plant control professionals

Maintained by the Maine BPC; contact them to be listed
https://www.maine.gov/dacf/php/gotpests/terrestrial-invasive-companies.html

https://www.maine.gov/dacf/php/gotpests/terrestrial-invasive-companies.html


List of non-herbicide or herbicide+ 
invasive plant control professionals

Maintained by MNAP – contact us to be listed

https://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/features/invasive_plants/nonherbicide.html

https://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/features/invasive_plants/nonherbicide.html


Trifold invasive plants 
brochure

Small, all-in-one 
brochure to share with 

landowners, etc. 

PDF Available from MNAP 
website 

https://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/about/public
ations/invasive_plant_brochure.pdf

https://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/about/publications/invasive_plant_brochure.pdf


BIG PICTURE - Key steps in addressing
invasive plants

• Prevent new introductions

• Identify and assess

• Prioritize

• Control

• Monitor

• (repeat)



• Document locations of invasive plants, take 
notes on percent cover, density, areas infested

• Create maps, tables to show the situation

• Explain the threat to forest regeneration

• Take landowner to see the problem

BIG PICTURE - include useful invasive 
plant info in FMPs

Document, map, explain



New program



USFS grant to Maine Forest Service to 
help with invasive plants:

WoodsWISE Invasive Plant Assistance & 
Project Canopy Invasive Plant Assistance

1.  Invasive Plant Academy & Landscape Plan
2.  Cost-share for Invasive Plant Control Practice Plans
3.  Competitive funding for full treatment

Spring 2021 – Spring 2023



Invasive Plant Academy goal: prepare foresters and 
other NR professionals to create invasive plant 

management plans 

Multi-day academy
– Indoors and outdoors 

at field sites 

– ID, ecology

– Survey strategy

– Mapping tools

– Management methods

– Components of a plan

– Program reporting and 
requirements

– Testing



Invasive Plant Landscape Plan

• Manual for the 
program

• Reference material for 
the IPA

• Soup to nuts how-to

• Treatment guidance

• Plan examples



Cost-share for Invasive Plant Control 
Practice Plans

• Plans prepared by IPA 
graduates summers 
2021, 2022

• 50% of LO cost 
reimbursable up to a 
certain amount/acre 
or maximum based on 
property size

• Standard format and 
components for plans



Competitive funding for treatment

• Plans can compete for 
funding

• Awarded properties 
will have management 
paid in full by grant

• Late summer/early fall 
2021 and throughout 
2022

• Variety of effective 
methods

• Monitoring by MFS



THANK YOU! ….  QUESTIONS?

Nancy Olmstead

Nancy.olmstead@maine.gov

287-8046

mailto:Nancy.olmstead@maine.gov

