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Preface

Purpose of the Forest Plan

The White Mountain National Forest’s Land and Resource Management Plan
(Forest Plan) provides guidance for managing and protecting natural
resources and our visitors” experiences on all Forest lands. Six programmatic
decisions are made in the Forest Plan that will govern the landscape-scale
management of the Forest. Project-level decisions are made within the
established framework of the Plan.

1.  Forest-wide multiple-use goals and objectives (36 CFR 219.11(b)).

2 Forest-wide management standards and guidelines (36 CFR 219.13-27).
3. Management area direction (36 CFR 219.11).
4

Lands suited for timber production (36 CFR 219.14), and establishment
of an allowable sale quantity (36 CFR 219.16).

Monitoring and evaluation requirements (36 CFR 219.11(d)).

Recommendations to Congress (e.g., recommendations for Wilderness
(36 CFR 219.17)).

Management Direction

The Forest Plan provides guidance for managing resources and uses on the
National Forest. All applicable laws, regulations, policies, and national and
regional direction, as detailed in the Forest Service Manual and Forest Service
Handbook, are part of Forest Plan management direction. This higher-level
direction is only occasionally repeated in the Forest Plan.

In the Forest Plan, goals, objectives, and desired future conditions present a
picture of what the Forest will look like, and what services, products, and
experiences it will provide, in years to come. These are not absolute; rather
they are a conceptual framework within which decisions can be made.
Standards and guidelines provide more concrete direction for implementing
projects and activities. Monitoring evaluates whether the goals and objectives
are being met, and determines if additional or different management
direction is necessary.

Chapter 1 — Goals and Objectives

Goals are broad statements that describe the conditions the Forest Service
will strive to achieve through implementation of the Forest Plan. They are
generally timeless and not measurable, and their achievement is not required.
Goals should be considered when planning projects and activities, and
management should move the Forest toward these desired conditions.

Objectives are measurable accomplishments intended to move the Forest
toward the desired conditions described in the goals. Objectives are generally
achieved through site-level projects or activities.

Three Forest Plan goals were developed to provide overall guidance to Forest
management. More specific Forest-wide goals and objectives are presented
by resource, such as recreation or wildlife, in alphabetical order.
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Chapter 2 — Forest-wide Management Direction

Standards and guidelines are the specific, technical direction for managing
resources. They provide another link in moving toward the desired
conditions. Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply across all White
Mountain National Forest lands and management activities, regardless of
management area, unless more restrictive direction exists for a management
area (see Chapter 3). They are presented by resource in the same alphabetical

order used for goals and objectives.

A standard is a course of action that must be followed, or a level of attainment
that must be reached, to achieve management goals and objectives. In
general, standards limit project-related activities. Standards are preceded
by the identifier S-# for each resource, and include words or phrases such as
must, is prohibited, or will to indicate that adherence to the direction is
mandatory. Deviations from standards must be analyzed and documented

in a Forest Plan amendment.

A guideline also is a required course of action or level of attainment. It is
intended to move the Forest toward desired conditions in a way that permits
operational flexibility to respond to variations in conditions. Guidelines can
be modified or not implemented if site-specific conditions warrant a
deviation. This greater flexibility is indicated by the words should and may.
The rationale for deviating from a guideline must be documented in a project-
level analysis and signed decision. Guidelines are preceded by the identifier

G-# for each resource.

In some cases, a standard or guideline will make a general prohibition, such
as “Chainsaws are prohibited.” This may appear at odds with a more specific
standard or guideline that says something like “Use of chainsaws may be
allowed.” These standards and guidelines are not in conflict. The intent
with the more specific direction is to identify exceptions to the general

direction.

Chapter 3 — Management Area Direction

The Selected Alternative in the Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS)
allocates National Forest land among 15 management areas (MAs). The
Forest Plan identifies a purpose, desired condition of the land, and standards
and guidelines for each of these MAs. The purpose and desired condition
for each MA describe the role of the MA in moving the Forest toward the
Forest-wide goals. Management Area standards and guidelines are defined
the same way as their Forest-wide counterparts, except that they apply only
to land allocated to a specific MA. When conflicting direction is given in
Forest-wide and MA standards and guidelines, the more restrictive direction
applies. Standards and guidelines are presented by resource in the same
alphabetical order used for Forest-wide direction. If there is no direction
specific to an MA for a resource, there is a reminder that Forest-wide
standards and guidelines still apply, which is true for all resources. When a
given piece of land is allocated to more than one MA (e.g., Wilderness,
Research Natural Area), all standards and guidelines for both MAs apply. If
any standards or guidelines are in conflict, the more restrictive direction

applies.
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The Appalachian National Scenic Trail management area (MA 8.3), the
Alpine Zone (MA 8.1), and Alpine Ski Areas (MA 7.1) will not overlap.
Although the AT management area will not overlap the Wildcat Ski Area
(MA 7.1), the recreation values of the Appalachian National Scenic Trail
that runs along the upper boundary of the Wildcat Ski Area must be
considered in management actions in the Wildcat Ski Area management
area. Although the AT management area will not overlap the Pinkham Notch
Scenic Area, the recreation values of the Appalachian National Scenic Trail
that runs within the scenic area must be considered in management actions
in the Pinkham Notch Scenic Area management area.

Chapter 4 — Monitoring and Evaluation

Monitoring and evaluation are necessary to determine whether Forest Plan
management direction is being met, if standards and guidelines are achieving
the desired results, and whether the Forest Plan needs amending or revision.
Chapter 4 provides a strategic plan that identifies the broad monitoring
items and questions to be addressed. This monitoring plan can only be
changed through a Forest Plan amendment. A separate Monitoring Guide,
that accompanies the Forest Plan, details specific monitoring efforts and
protocols.

Relationship of the Forest Plan to Site-level Projects

The Forest Plan is a strategic, programmatic document that does not make
project-level decisions. All Forest management, including project plans and
decisions, outstanding and future contracts, agreements, and permits, must
comply with the Forest Plan as soon after it is issued as practical.

Site-level project planning would start with evaluation of how the site can
contribute to meeting the Forest-wide goals and objectives and the purpose
and desired condition of the management area within which the project is
proposed. Projects that would move the Forest toward those goals and
desired conditions would be developed with Forest-wide and MA standards
and guidelines included. The site-level project environmental analysis would
tier to the Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) for the Forest Plan.
This means that a project’s environmental analysis document would
incorporate, by reference, the information in the FEIS without having to
repeat it. Project-level analysis may indicate the need for site-specific
mitigation in addition to Forest Plan standards and guidelines, and these
additional measures would be detailed in the project-level analysis.

Forest Plan Amendment and Revision

Most proposed activities will be consistent with Forest Plan direction.
However, adjustments may be required when necessary management
actions are determined to be inconsistent with the Plan or if an error in the
Plan is identified. The goal is to keep the Plan up-to-date with new
information and the changing needs of the Forest over time. Adjusting the
Forest Plan requires an amendment, and the need to amend may result
from:
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¢  Changes in physical, biological, social, or economic conditions or
information.

*  Results of monitoring and evaluation.

*  Determination by the Forest Supervisor that existing or proposed
projects permits, contracts, etc. are appropriate and necessary, but not
consistent with Forest Plan management direction.

° Identification of errors in the Forest Plan.

The Forest Supervisor is required to review conditions of the land at least
every five years to determine if the Forest Plan needs to be revised. If
conditions or monitoring indicate that changes are too substantial to be
handled through an amendment, the Forest Plan may need to be revised
before the required 10 to 15 year planning cycle.

Note:

The Forest Service uses the most current and complete data available.
GIS data and product accuracy may vary. They may be: developed
from sources of differing accuracy, accurate only at certain scales,
based on modeling or interpretation, incomplete while being created
or revised, etc. Using GIS products for purposes other than those
for which they were created may yield inaccurate or misleading
results. The Forest Service reserves the right to correct, update,
modify, or replace GIS products without notification.

Note also that, generally, numbers used have been rounded, and
this may yield some inconsistencies.
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Chapter 1— Goals and Objectives

Goals of the White Mountain National Forest

The role of the White Mountain National Forest is expressed through goals
that align with the legal context and social and ecological setting of the
Forest.

Forest Plan Goals

Accessibility
Goals

Air Quality
Goals

We will manage to sustain a healthy forest and use the latest scientific
knowledge to restore the land and forest where needed. Rather than focus
on individual species, we will manage for ecosystem viability within the
context of New England.

The White Mountain National Forest will provide recreation and other
opportunities, experiences, and benefits, some of which are not readily
available elsewhere.

Management will recognize the Forest’s support to local economies while
realizing the importance to society of a natural appearing landscape distinct
from the human altered environments otherwise dominant in the East.

The Forest will provide a variety of recreation opportunities for people with
disabilities (without fundamentally altering the non-motorized policy), and
will continue to improve accessibility to recreation sites and programs
through specific capital investment proposals as sites are reconstructed or
rehabilitated. Priority will be given to developed sites (camp and picnic
grounds), but accessibility is also considered each time a trail or more remote
site is maintained or reconstructed. The goal of the Forest is to provide as
many recreational opportunities as possible, in as many varying degrees of
difficulty as possible, that are barrier free.

Public use of ATVs (all-terrain vehicles, sometimes referred to as OHVs) on
the Forest is prohibited except in the winter on snow cover. This restricted
use applies equally to people with disabilities and to the general public.
Individuals who use an assistive device for mobility purposes may use their
device as long as it meets the definition of a wheelchair in the Glossary.
Motorized wheelchairs are also allowed in Wilderness and in other areas
signed as “Foot Travel Only.”

Whenever possible, the Forest Service will continue to strive towards creating
experiences that are a higher standard than the minimums required by law.

Forest ecosystems are not adversely affected by air pollution, and Forest
management activities are conducted to protect or maintain air quality.

The White Mountain National Forest is involved with, and provides input
to, local, regional, and national air quality groups where possible.
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National Forest management activities, including permitted activities, are
conducted in a manner that meets 1) National Ambient Air Quality Standards
and 2) applicable provisions in the State Implementation Plan.

Objectives

1. The White Mountain National Forest assesses major new sources of
air pollution to determine if they would have an adverse affect on Air
Quality Related Values (AQRVs) in Class I airsheds and advises the

Regional Forester and appropriate air quality regulators.

2. The Interagency Monitoring of Protected Visual Environments
(IMPROVE) or similar substitute technology site at Camp Dodge is
maintained to monitor air quality in Class I airsheds.

Alpine Ski Areas

Goals
The White Mountain National Forest will maintain and provide quality
alpine skiing and related opportunities on the Forest through partnerships
with the private sector.

Objectives

1. Loon Mountain, Waterville Valley, Attitash/Bear Peak, and Wildcat
ski areas will continue to be operated by the private sector under special
use permit authority, consistent with permit language and the Forest

Plan.

2. The Forest retains the areas identified in the current Plan, as amended
by the approved Loon Mountain Ski Resort Development and
Expansion EIS, for potential ski area expansion (MA 9.2). This includes
land adjacent to Loon Mountain, Attitash/Bear Peak, and Snows
Mountain in Waterville Valley, as well as the former Mittersill Ski Area

adjacent to Cannon Mountain Ski Area.

3. The Forest Service does not consider developing any new alpine ski

areas.
Conservation Education

Goals

The White Mountain National Forest will continue to work internally and
externally with partners and volunteers to connect people to the land by
providing the public with the tools, experiences, training, and information
they need to understand, appreciate, and enjoy their National Forest, and
to participate effectively in sustaining natural and cultural resources.

The Forest Service will continue to interact with educators, researchers,
partners, visitors, and urban audiences to learn and share information about
the social, ecological, and economic factors that bind people to natural
communities. Materials will correlate with state education standards and
provide information that can be effectively incorporated into curricula and

public programs.
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Objectives

Chapter 1— Goals and Objectives

The Conservation Education program will involve all Forest employees and
incorporate national recreation and education programs that emphasize
the dynamic nature of ecosystems, the role of humans in those systems,
and the consequences of human actions.

1.  Promote the Forest Service mission and program objectives through
personal interactions and educational materials.

2. Incorporate all available technologies and methods into the
Conservation Education program, including on-line information
sharing, school and public presentations, publication in local and
partner magazines, displays at local visitor centers, etc.

3. Establish citizen science projects to get local schools and residents
active in learning about our natural and cultural resources.

4. Integrate relevant and recent information from Forest Service Research
and State and Private Forestry programs into educational materials
and trainings.

5. Meet annually with partners and educators to help identify ways to
improve conservation education efforts and coordinate education and
interpretation efforts across groups and agencies.

Geologic and Mineral Resources

Goals

Objectives

Goals

General

The White Mountain National Forest will contribute toward satisfying
demand for geologic and mineral resources through environmentally sound
development.

1. The Forest Service will administer its geology and minerals program
to provide resources for current and future generations commensurate
with the need to sustain the long-term health and biological diversity
of ecosystems.

2. TheForest Service will coordinate with other federal and state agencies
having authority and expertise in mineral-related activities, and will
collaborate with interested public, industry, and community
representatives.

Leasable (Commercial) Minerals

The Forest Service will manage the commercial mineral resources of the
National Forest to ensure sustained ecosystems and maintain healthy
watersheds.
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Objectives

Goals

Objectives

1.  Lands disturbed by mineral and energy activities, both past and
present, will be reclaimed using the best scientific knowledge and
principles, and returned to other productive uses.

2. Exploration, development, and production of mineral and energy
resources will be conducted in an environmentally sensitive manner
and will be integrated with the management of other resources using
the principles of ecosystem management.

Recreational Rock and Mineral Collecting

The Forest Service will contribute toward satisfying demand for hobby
collecting of minerals through environmentally sound development on
National Forest System Lands.

1. The Forest Service will administer and maintain recreational mineral
collecting areas.

Sites no longer needed for rock and mineral activities will be stabilized.

The potential for a recreational mineral collecting site meeting
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) standards will be assessed and,
if feasible, constructed.

Heritage Resources

Goals

Objectives

Lands

Goals

The White Mountain National Forest will identify, evaluate, preserve, protect,
stabilize, interpret, and when necessary, mitigate for loss of heritage
resources at a Forest-wide and project level. The Forest Service will develop
the heritage program utilizing guidance provided in the USFS National
Heritage Strategy.

1. The Forest Service will develop partnerships with local historical
societies, colleges, and universities to accomplish program goals.

National Forest System lands will be accessible for public use.

National Forest System lands will be consolidated through acquisition and
exchange to facilitate restoration, protection, enhancement of public benefits,
and improved management effectiveness.

Special uses will be administered to provide a consistent, fair, and
comprehensive application of regulations and policies to all users.
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Chapter 1— Goals and Objectives

Any new or expired use of public lands will be examined to determine if
the use is consistent with goals, objectives, and management area direction.

1.  Determine annually any needs for right-of-way acquisition (roads and
trails) or grants necessary to meet resource management objectives.

2. Complete an annual update of the Forest Land Adjustment Plan with
any additions or changes showing funding sources, priorities, lands
proposed for acquisition, exchanges or donations, and right-of-way
needs.

3. Renew permits when appropriate in a timely manner.

Show continuous improvement with the percentage of permits
managed to standard.

5. Develop and accomplish a land corner and property line maintenance
program to ensure high visibility of property lines to prevent
encroachments and the need for costly resurveys.

6.  Mark property lines on newly acquired tracts within a two-year period
after the date of acquisition, or sooner if funds are available.

Native American Relationships

Goals

The White Mountain National Forest will maintain a government-to-
government relationship with Federally-recognized Native American tribes
to honor the unique legal relationship the United States has with Indian
tribal governments as set forth in the Constitution of the United States,
statutes, Executive Orders, and court decisions.

Non-Native Invasive Species

Goals

The Forest will remain as free of non-native invasive species (NNIS) as
reasonably possible. A weed-free user’s ethic will be encouraged in all
resource area programs with potential to spread NNIS. While some NNIS
may occasionally be found on the Forest, occurrences will not be so
widespread as to cause negative impacts to native communities. Prevention
is the most economical and environmentally desirable method to minimize
NNIS occurrence, and planning for all activities will consider NNIS
prevention and mitigation of possible effects. The Forest Service will
cooperate with adjacent landowners, towns, state agencies, and private
organizations to prevent NNIS from being established on the Forest.
Eradication efforts will be effective and cause minimal negative effects to
other resources.

The Forest Service will emphasize prevention and eradication in Research
Natural Areas, Scenic Areas, Alpine, Wilderness, and wetlands to protect
unique, limited, or particularly threatened ecological communities.
Prevention and eradication efforts will also emphasize roads, managed
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Objectives

upland openings, and other disturbed sites as potential routes of invasive
species spread.

1.  Preventnon-native invasive species (NNIS) not currently on the Forest
from becoming established.

2. Eradicate new species infestations as quickly as possible. This may
include, but is not limited to, physical/mechanical, biological, or
chemical treatments.

3. For NNIS already occurring on the Forest:

a.

b.

Prevent new infestations.

Eradicate species that are known to be invasive and persistent
throughout all or most of New England. These can spread into,
and persist in, native communities and displace native species,
thereby demonstrating a threat to the integrity of the natural
ecosystem and communities. Prioritize scheduling of species whose
dispersal mechanisms typically result in rapid spread of
individuals over widespread areas (e.g., wind dispersed) or which
are especially difficult to eradicate.

Suppress species suspected or known to be invasive in limited areas
of New England. These species will typically persist in the
environment for long periods once established, and may become
invasive under favorable conditions.

Contain species about which some concern has been raised
regarding their potential to become a management problem. These
species have been shown to be invasive under special
environmental conditions.

Rare and Unique Features

Goals

Objectives

TES Species — General

The White Mountain National Forest will provide sufficient habitat and
protection to preclude the need for species listing under the Federal
Endangered Species Act due to National Forest habitat conditions or effects
of activities.

For species currently listed under the Federal Endangered Species Act or
designated Regional Forester’s sensitive species, the Forest Service will
contribute to conservation and recovery of species and their habitats.

1. Within five years of listing, develop conservation approaches for all
sensitive species. Biological diversity will be conserved by maintaining
viable reproducing populations for all native plant and animal species.
For species where the Forest alone cannot support a viable population,



Goals

Objectives

Goals

Goals

Goals

Goals

Objectives

Goals

Goals

Chapter 1— Goals and Objectives

species persistence will be maintained, and the Forest Service will
contribute to maintaining or improving viability where possible.

Outstanding natural communities will be conserved.

1. Continue to develop a Forest-wide natural community inventory based
on botanical, geologic and landscape considerations.

Alpine communities, including areas of alpine and subalpine habitat outside
the Alpine Zone management area, will be conserved.

Maintain the successful recovery of dwarf cinquefoil (Potentilla robbinsianna).

Bald Eagle

Contribute to bald eagle recovery efforts.

Gray Wolf

Maintain habitat opportunities for wolf colonization on the Forest.

Indiana Bat

Maintain suitable conditions for roosting and foraging.

1. Work with the US Fish and Wildlife Service and research partners to
understand the role of the White Mountain National Forest in Indiana
bat recovery.

Small Whorled Pogonia

Maintain or enhance habitat conditions around known occurrences,
including consideration of vegetation management to increase light levels
if needed.

Canada Lynx

In Lynx Analysis Units, provide suitable lynx habitat, with an emphasis on
high quality foraging habitat in proximity to denning habitat, in sufficient
amounts that neither is limiting to lynx.

Plan and manage activities and special uses to protect the integrity of lynx
habitat.
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Maintain the natural competitive advantage of lynx by providing a landscape
with large, interconnected blocks of foraging habitat where snow-

compacting activities are minimized.

Maintain sufficient habitat connectivity across forested landscapes and
across highway rights-of-way to allow dispersal of lynx between Lynx

Analysis Units and lynx population sources.

Objectives
1.  Concentrate recreational activities within existing developed areas
rather than developing new recreational areas in lynx habitat.
2. Cooperate with state and other federal agencies to identify and
prioritize highway crossing sites to reduce highway impacts.
Dwarf Cinquefoil
Goals
Maintain the successful recovery of dwarf cinquefoil (Potentilla robbinsiana).
Bicknell’s Thrush
Goals
Maintain or enhance suitable breeding habitat for Bicknell’s thrush.
Objectives
1. During the planning period, determine if human activity levels result
in reduced breeding success.
Recreation
Goals
The White Mountain National Forest will provide a range of quality
recreation activities and opportunities.
Objectives
1.  Manage the Forest recreation program consistent with the Recreation
Opportunity Spectrum (ROS) framework. (See Map 1-01)
2. Maintain existing ROS objectives and do not increase the number of
inconsistencies.
3. Develop approaches to outline limits of acceptable change to maintain
or improve the quality of the recreation opportunity.
Goals

The Forest Service will implement recreation management approaches to
provide Forest recreation managers a more complete framework within
which to consider management actions. Their purpose is to minimize
increased development levels in the backcountry and to protect and manage
both high and low use areas and facilities. The overall effect of these
approaches will be to guide, and seek public support for, agency actions in

response to changing or increasing use.
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Map 1-01. Recreation Opportunity Spectrum (ROS) Class Allocations on the White Mountain National Forest.

White Mountain National Forest
Recreation Opportunity Spectrum

ROS Classes
none

N [ Urban

[ Rural
Roaded Natural

P Semi-Primitive Motorized
[ Semi-Primitive Non-Motorized
Primitive
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Objectives

Goals

Objectives

Goals

Objectives

Goals

Chapter 1— Goals and Objectives

1. The Forest Service will emphasize concentrating use at specific sites
or locations rather than dispersing use within the area or to other areas.

2. Forest management actions will not disperse use from high to low use
areas.

3. Current development levels in the backcountry will be maintained or
lowered where appropriate.

4. Current low use areas and facilities will be managed to meet visitor
needs and resource requirements through education and management
controls, where necessary.

5. High use areas and facilities will be managed for high use to meet
visitor needs, while ensuring that they can be sustained over the long
term. Appropriate mitigation will be provided to manage the effects
of high use. Use will not be allowed to increase indefinitely in high
use areas.

6.  The Forest Service and partner organizations will collaborate to provide
recreational opportunities, conservation education, and visitor
information programs.

Developed Recreation

Developed recreation will provide a variety of quality campground, day
use, and other roadside recreation opportunities where the natural forest
setting is an important part of the visitor’s experience, while ensuring the
balanced protection of social and natural resources.

1.  Campgrounds and picnic areas will have lower site densities than
private facilities, with ample screening between sites and more
immediate access to other Forest recreational activities.

The Forest Service will provide a range of opportunities from large, more
developed campgrounds and day use areas to smaller, less developed
campgrounds and day use areas. These sites will generally relate to the
variety of locations, design, and construction standards offered by road
systems throughout the Forest.

1.  Allow for a net increase of up to 32 new campground sites.

Winter Motorized Dispersed Recreation

The Forest Service will provide for snowmobile use on designated trails in
certain areas. The importance of the natural setting will be emphasized.

1-13
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Objectives

Goals

Objectives

Goals

Objectives

Goals

Objectives

1-14

1.  Allow for a net increase of up to 20 miles of new snowmobile trails.

The White Mountain National Forest will maintain its role as part of the
statewide and regional snowmobile trail network.

1. The winter motorized trail system will be managed cooperatively with
the states of New Hampshire and Maine.

Non-Motorized Dispersed Recreation

The Forest Service will provide a range of dispersed recreation experiences
that most visitors will perceive as rustic, wild, and undeveloped.
Inconsistencies with ROS objectives will be minimized. Management actions
will emphasize protecting unmodified, undeveloped areas and maintaining
a low development level at backcountry facilities in order to ensure the
continued opportunity for this experience. Personal responsibility, risk, and
challenge will be recognized as an integral part of the backcountry
experience.

1.  Allow for a net increase of up to 25 miles of new hiking trails, not
including trails at ski areas operating under a Special Use Permit.

2. Conduct site-specific reviews of travel corridors for inclusion into the
trail system. These reviews will be guided by the recreation
management approaches listed on page 2-17. Following appropriate
analysis, corridors will be designated part of the Forest Trail System
or closed to mountain bike use. Travel corridors designated as part of
the forest Trail System are not considered in the 25 mile non-motorized
trail constraint.

3. Allow for a net increase in the capacity of shelters, cabins, or tent
platforms by up to 40 people at one time.

Rock and Ice Climbing

The White Mountain National Forest has both traditional and sport climbing
areas. The Forest Service will recognize the value of both types of climbing
areas and will continue to provide a range of climbing opportunities while
protecting natural and cultural resources. It will emphasize traditional
climbing over sport climbing.

1. The Forest Service will work closely with the climbing community to
locate new and developing rock climbing areas in order to address
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emerging issues in a cooperative manner, track new areas, and prevent
route development that will affect Threatened, Endangered, and
Sensitive (TES) species.

Special Uses — Recreation Specific

The Forest Service will work with the private sector through Special Use
permits to provide recreation opportunities (areas, facilities, services, and
events) that the Forest Service alone is not able to offer, and that are consistent
with the Desired Future Condition.

Wildlife Related Recreation

The White Mountain National Forest will provide hunting, fishing, and
trapping opportunities consistent with federal and state law.

Riparian and Aquatic Habitats

Goals

Goals

Objectives

Riparian

Protect, restore, or improve riparian area conditions to benefit riparian
dependent resources and values.

Manage riparian areas to provide for coldwater, coolwater, and warmwater
aquatic communities within the ecological capability of the landscape.

Fisheries

Restore and improve self-sustaining populations of indigenous fish and other
aquatic species and their habitats.

Provide a range of recreational fishing opportunities (stocked put-and-take
tisheries to non-stocked wild fisheries) in a manner that will protect self-
sustaining populations of indigenous fish species.

Minimize the spread of non-indigenous stocked fish species or other aquatic
invasive species through cooperative management and environmental
education.

Increase Atlantic salmon populations in streams through stocking and
spawning activities, in cooperation with both the Merrimack River
Anadromous Fish Restoration Program and the Connecticut River Atlantic
Salmon Commission, as identified in either current or updated strategic
plans for both river basins.
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Restore or improve 5-10 miles of in-stream habitat per year over the planning
period with emphasis on 6™ level watersheds best suited for managing self-
sustaining wild brook trout populations and their associated coldwater

aquatic communities.

Maintain existing impoundment structures constructed for fish and wildlife
management every 1-5 years to insure their long term structural integrity
and prevent downstream resource damage. Decommission structures when
funds are not available for proper long-term maintenance.

Scenery Management
Goals

The White Mountain National Forest will conduct all management activities

to be consistent with assigned Scenic Integrity Objectives, realizing the
importance to local communities and Forest users of a natural-appearing
landscape, distinct from the human-made environments dominant in the

East.

Soil Resources

Goals
The Forest Service will work closely with the Natural Resource Conservation
Service and research entities to protect the long-term sustainability of the
soil resource with an emphasis on maintaining appropriate soil nutrients.
Objectives
1. Further establish and document a network of permanent soil quality
monitoring sites to measure long-term change in soil base saturation.
2. Cooperate in further development of a till source model, land use
history evaluation, and soil inventory specifically to support large-
scale analysis of factors affecting soil quality.
3. Cooperate in re-measurement of long-term Forest plots at Bartlett
Experimental Forest.
Goals
The Forest Service will ensure soils are stabilized around management
activities.
Objectives
1. Implement measures to minimize off-site movement of soil on Forest
projects.

Transportation System
Goals

The Forest Roads Program will provide a safe, efficient, and seamless
transportation and parking network that allows for current, continued, and
projected management, use, and enjoyment of the Forest with a variety of
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challenge levels. The Forest Service will continue to maintain and update
the Forest road inventory and index as management decisions are made,
and through monitoring and field verification. The Forest Service will also
continue to look for and analyze alternative transportation opportunities to
deal with projected increases in traffic and parking volumes. The White
Mountain National Forest will work cooperatively with state, town, and
county officials.

1.  Construct only those roads necessary to meet the management
objectives of the Forest Plan.

2. Decommission all classified and unclassified roads not necessary to
meet the management objectives of the Forest Plan as funding is
available.

3. Maintain the classified road network to meet the requirements of the
Highway Transportation Safety Act with available funding.

4. Explore opportunities for alternative transportation methods and clean
fuels that would reduce resource impacts.

Vegetation Management

Goals

Objectives

Goals

The White Mountain National Forest will manage vegetation using an
ecological approach to provide both healthy ecosystems and a sustainable
yield of high quality forest products, with special emphasis on sawtimber
and veneer.

1.  Manage for commercial products using well-integrated prescriptions
that protect biotic and abiotic resources and are compatible with the
high level of recreational use on the Forest.

The Forest timber harvest program will function as an outdoor classroom,
permitting visitors to see the benefits of sound stewardship implemented
through well-executed, integrated resource management.

The Forest Service will ensure that products harvested on National Forest
lands are fully accounted for, and that fair value is received for all products
sold.

The Forest Service will use timber harvesting as a tool to attain wildlife
habitat and other resource objectives.

Water Resources

Goals

Surface waters on the White Mountain National Forest are considered
“outstanding resource waters,” and water quality is maintained or improved
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to protect existing and designated instream water uses such as aquatic life.

The Forest Service will use watershed assessments to help guide planning

and management activities.

The Forest Service will manage streams at proper functioning condition

(PEC) to dissipate stream energy associated with high water flows, thereby
decreasing erosion, reducing flood damage, and improving water quality.

Watersheds will continue to provide high quality water for public water
supplies, recreational activities, aquatic biota such as fish, and other

purposes.

The Forest Service will work cooperatively with communities within public
water supplies to maintain high quality drinking water. Management
activities may occur in these watersheds consistent with management area

objectives.

Objectives

1.  Improve watershed and soil condition on at least 25 acres per year.

Wild and Scenic Rivers

Goals
The Forest Service will protect the wild, scenic, and recreational values of
eligible rivers to maintain their potential for Wild and Scenic River
designation.
Wildcat River will be cooperatively managed through the Comprehensive
River Management Plan to maintain its scenic and recreation nature.

Wildland Fire
Goals

Firefighter and public safety will be the first priority in every fire
management activity. Other priorities are 1) protecting human communities
and community infrastructure, 2) other property and improvements, and
3) natural and cultural resources, based on the values to be protected and
the costs of protection. Once people have been committed to an incident,
these human resources become the highest value to be protected.

Cooperative wildland fire-related activities will be developed and
maintained with other groups and agencies in the New England/New York
area. Other Federal and state agencies, volunteer fire departments, and non-
governmental organizations will be included as appropriate. Prescribed fire
and natural ignitions will be used as tools to enhance ecosystem resiliency
and to maintain desired fuel levels. Fire will play its natural role in the
ecosystem, but will be actively suppressed where necessary to protect life,
investments, and resources. Effects of wildland fire will be acceptable, and
tire will occur within historical fire regimes appropriate to the vegetation

type.

1-18



Chapter 1— Goals and Objectives

The Forest Service will use the full spectrum of fire management actions —
from prompt suppression of unwanted fires to managing naturally-ignited
fires — to realize and accomplish specific resource management objectives.
The vast majority of wildland fires on the Forest will continue to receive a
suppression-oriented response. Preparedness capabilities will meet the
needs for appropriate management responses, included those needed for
the wildland/urban interface areas in and around the Forest.

The Forest Service will use fire as a tool to meet management objectives,
including but not limited to:

*  Reducing hazardous fuel loading.
¢  Creating, maintaining, or improving wildlife habitat.

*  Preparing sites for restoration of species (e.g., oak, pine, birch and
aspen).

. Creating, maintaining, or improving plant community composition
by influencing the scale and pattern of vegetation across the landscape,
including changing successional patterns.

*  Managing insect and disease.

¢  Enhancing blueberry production.

o Creating or maintaining scenic vistas.

Prescribed fire may be used in the management areas shown in Table 1-01.

The Forest Service will maintain fuels in proportion to the levels of hazards,
risks, and values to be protected, and to address resource management
objectives both outside and within the Wildland Urban Interface.

Table 1-01. Management Areas Where Prescribed Fire May Be Used.

MA | Description MA | Description

2.1 | General Forest Management 7.1 Alpine Ski Area

6.1 | Semi-Primitive Recreation 8.2 Experimental Forests
(to maintain the viability of fire-adapted
communities such as pine, oak, and
mixed oak-pine types)

6.2 | Semi-Primitive Non-Motorized 9.2 Alpine Ski Area Expansion
Recreation (to maintain the viability
of fire-adapted communities such as
pine, oak, and mixed oak-pine types)

6.3 | Semi-Primitive Winter-Motorized

Recreation (to maintain the viability
of fire-adapted communities such as
pine, oak, and mixed oak-pine types)

The goal of wildland fire use (WFU) implementation will be to allow
lightning-ignited fires to function as a natural ecosystem process within a
maximum allowable area within the management areas indicated in Table
1-02.
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Table 1-02. Management Areas Allowing Wildland Fire Use.

MA | Description MA | Description
5.1 | Wilderness 8.3 Appalachian Trail (only when adjacent
MA allows WFU)

6.1 | Semi-Primitive Recreation 8.4 Research Natural Areas

6.2 | Semi-Primitive Non-Motorized 9.1 Recommended Wilderness
Recreation

6.3 | Semi-Primitive Winter-Motorized 9.3 Candidate Research Natural Areas
Recreation

8.1 | Alpine Zone

Lightning-ignited fires will be managed within these areas as wildland fire
use, under conditions and criteria that constitute low risk to firefighter and
public safety.

Objectives

1. Use prescribed fire and mechanical methods to treat approximately
80-300 acres annually to meet a wide range of Forest objectives.

2. Within the next 10-year period, manage an estimated 4 to 8 lightning-
ignited fires under wildland fire use.

Wildlife

Habitat Management
Goals

The White Mountain National Forest will use sustainable ecosystem
management practices to provide a diversity of habitats across the Forest,
including various forest types, age classes, and non-forested habitats.

Objectives

1.  Manage forest composition for the broad habitat types of northern
hardwood, mixed hardwood-softwood, and spruce-fir forest,
consistent with ecological land type capability.

2. Maintain less common habitat types, such as aspen-birch and oak-
pine, where ecologically feasible and desirable to provide for native
and desired non-native wildlife and plant species.

3. Maintain high quality mature forest and old forest habitats on a
majority of the Forest.

4. Provideregeneration age forest and open habitats to sustain biological
diversity and support species that prefer those habitats.

MA 2.1 Habitat Composition Objectives

These objectives reflect land capability, with adjustments to maintain aspen-
birch and wildlife opening habitats in the management area at existing levels.
Forest composition changes naturally over time as the trees in the overstory
die and other species grow up to take their place. Management can speed
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this conversion by removing trees of one type (e.g., hardwoods) and leaving
trees of the desired type (e.g., spruce or fir) to continue growing. Even with
management, habitat conversion takes time. Therefore, where the current
condition does not match the objective, meeting these composition objectives
may take decades or even centuries (Table 1-03).

Table 1-03. Habitat Composition Objectives.

Habitat Type Current Composition Composition Objective
(% of MA 2.1) (% of MA 2.1)

Northern Hardwood 54 45
Mixedwood 21 11
Spruce-Fir 12 32
Aspen-Birch 5

Wildlife opening <1

Other* 7

*Hemlock forest, oak/pine forest, wetlands, and non-vegetated habitats.

MA 2.1 Age Class Objectives

Age class objectives are proposed primarily to provide a variety of habitat
conditions for wildlife. Management Indicator Species have been identified
to represent both vegetative composition objectives and the age class
objectives presented in Table 1-04 (see also Chapter 3, Wildlife section).

Table 1-04. Age Class Objectives.

Habitat Type

% in Regen
Age Class

% in Young
Age Class

% in Mature
Age Class

% in Old
Age Class

Northern Hardwood

3-4

15-20

61-67

15

Mixedwood

1

5

73

21

Spruce-Fir

1-2

3-6

66-70

26

Aspen-Birch

12-15

36-45

18-30

22

Goals

The regeneration age class can be created immediately through even-aged
harvest, making this a short-term objective that should be met during the
first decade of implementation. The young age class objective results when
regeneration habitat ages. The mature age class includes a majority of the
land in this MA. It is a result of even- or uneven-aged management. After
even-aged regeneration harvest, it takes 40 to 70 years for mature forest to
develop, so this is a long-term objective, particularly in some habitats. The
old age class objective is based on the amount of MA 2.1 lands identified as
unsuitable for timber harvest.

The Forest Service will maintain the health and integrity of all habitats by
protecting and enhancing within-habitat features and processes, such as
snags and downed logs, minor tree species, vegetative layers, and nutrient
cycling.
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Goals

The Forest Service will protect sensitive habitats, such as wetlands, den and
nest sites for key species, and rare communities.

Recreation-Wildlife

The Forest Service will gain an improved understanding of how recreation
use may affect wildlife populations and will manage recreation use and
wildlife habitat to minimize negative impacts on wildlife.

The Forest Service will recognize that visitor safety and the well-being of
wildlife are both important components of National Forest management.
Recreation sites will be managed to allow for wildlife viewing, where
appropriate, while minimizing the potential for human-wildlife conflicts.

A Note on Wilderness

1-22

Wilderness is a management area and its goals and objectives are described
under “Purpose” and “Desired Condition of the Land” in the introduction
to MA 5.1 (Wilderness) in Chapter 3.

Lookout towers on Mt. Carrigain, ca. 1926. Original wood platform built
by NH Timberland Owners Association in 1910. Seated at left is Col.
William Greeley, third Chief of the US Forest Service (1920-1928), on a
visit to the WMNFEF. At right is a Mr. Kneipp. Mssrs. Reed, Davis, and
Belas sit at the base of a replacement tower. (IWMNF photo; historical
information from 1.W. Baird and C. Haartz, A Field Guide to New
Hampshire Firetowers)
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Standards and Guidelines

Standards and guidelines are the specific, technical direction for managing
resources. A standard is a course of action that must be followed, or a level of
attainment that must be reached, to achieve management goals and
objectives, and can only be changed through an amendment to the Plan. A
guideline also is a required course of action or level of attainment, but permits
operational flexibility to respond to variations in conditions. Guidelines can
be modified or not implemented, but the rationale for doing so must be
documented in a project-level analysis and signed decision.

All Resources and Management Areas

Accessibility

General

S-1 The White Mountain National Forest must follow all applicable laws,
executive orders, regulations, rules, and direction established in the
Forest Service Manual.

S-2 To protect forest resources when hazardous materials are present,
mitigations will be put in place at the appropriate level, depending on
the amount and type of material.

S-3 Motorized administrative use will be allowed consistent with WMNE/
state agreements.

G-1 Motorized administrative use should be consistent with the
management area direction. There are fewer restrictions on emergency
motorized administrative use than for project-related administrative
motorized use.

G-2 To make sure goals of the various agencies are considered in any
management decisions, the Forest Service should work cooperatively
with the states of New Hampshire and Maine to manage adjacent
National Forest and State lands.

Closures

G-1 Forest Supervisor’s Orders or other means may be used to restrict or
close activities, uses, or areas in order to prevent, mitigate, or correct
existing or potential resource impacts, trail development, health and
safety issues, user conflicts, or other management concerns.

Firewood
S-1 A commercial permit is required for cutting live trees or vegetation.

S-2 Where campfires are allowed, firewood collection must be limited to
dead and down wood.

G-1 Firewood permits should be issued for dead and down wood only.

Accessibility standards and guidelines apply to all management areas.

S-1 All Forest programs, publications, facilities, and outdoor recreation
areas including trails, must meet all federal and Forest Service
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Air Quality

S-2

S-3

G-1

accessibility guidelines (and any future revisions and policies)
regarding accessibility requirements.

The Forest Service will provide opportunities in which all people can
participate in the most independent and integrated way possible that
does not fundamentally alter the program, and is in accordance with
the Forest Land and Resource Management Plan.

Wheelchairs are allowed on all of our Forest Service roads and trails,
and wilderness areas. The signs that state “Foot Traffic Welcome” also
apply to devices that meet the definition of a wheelchair.

The Forest Service should maintain transition plans identifying areas
that do not meet current guidelines, and identify steps that may be
taken to improve the facility during scheduled maintenance or
restoration activities.

Also see Chapter 3 for required management area-specific direction.

G-1

Air Quality Related Values (AQRVs), such as aquatic biota, vegetation,
and water quality should be protected to the extent possible from
adverse impacts related to air quality within the White Mountain
National Forest.

Conservation Education

G-1

G-2

G-4

Signage, other educational tools, and Forest Supervisor’s Orders may
be used to inform and educate visitors about occurrences of threatened,
endangered, and sensitive species, heritage resources, and other
management concerns.

Management actions should emphasize education over law
enforcement.

Education messages should emphasize programs such as “hikeSafe”
and “Leave No Trace” to foster personal responsibility for safety and
to promote low-impact backcountry travel, day-use activities, and
commercial operations.

Public education efforts emphasizing the Forest Service mission and
management, natural resource protection, safety, and personal
responsibility should be encouraged.

Geologic and Mineral Resources

Also see Chapter 3 for required management area-specific direction.

24

Leasable (Commercial) Minerals

S-1

Surface disturbance for mineral resources is prohibited in public water
supply watersheds, developed recreation and administrative sites, and
where there are natural features such as open water, streams, riparian
areas, floodplains, wetlands, and sensitive soil types.




S-2

S-3

S-4

G-1

G-2
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Reclamation provisions and environmental protection measures of
operating plans and surface use plans of operation must be adequate
to reclaim the site.

Reasons for closing an area to surface-disturbing mineral exploration
must be documented.

All practical means of minimizing resource impacts including best
available technology must be used when surface disturbance is
allowed.

Where prospecting and exploration activities are allowed, the existing
access infrastructure should be used.

Surface disturbance related to the development of federal minerals
should not occur within the seen area of National Forest System trails
or roads.

Mineral Materials (Common Variety)

S-1

S-2
S-3
G-1

Except for administrative use, there must be no new surface
disturbance activity for the development of common variety minerals
in:

a. Public water supply watersheds.

b. The visual foreground of roads and National Forest System trails.
Sites must be stabilized between periods of use.

Sites must be stabilized and, if needed, revegetated when closed.

Except for administrative use, there should be no new development
of common variety minerals sites.

Recreational Rock and Mineral Collecting

5-1

S-2

S-3

The collection of mineral specimens for personal use is allowed without
a permit, as long as there is no surface disturbance, except within
officially designated fee collecting areas, closure areas, and other
restricted areas.

Collection of recreational minerals on, in, or near cultural/historic
features is prohibited unless specifically allowed through designation.

Recreational mineral activities for personal use that involve limited
surface disturbance are allowed through a permit, provided that the
activities comply with Forest standards and guidelines.

When surface-disturbing collection activities are allowed through a
permit, the following are required:

a. Only hand tools are permitted. The use of power, mechanized
equipment, or explosives for recreational collecting of geologic
resources, including gold recovery activities, is prohibited. This
includes sluice boxes, rocker boxes, and dredges.

b. Maximum excavation at any one site must not exceed one cubic
yard. Only one site may be disturbed at a time.
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k.

Excavated holes must not be dug deeper than three feet as
measured from the bottom of the hole to a projected horizontal
line drawn between the bases of trees or plants adjoining the hole.
In areas where the entire site is already disturbed and the original
ground level is heavily altered, an estimated projection will be
made of the earth’s surface for the purposes of monitoring or
enforcement.

Prior to leaving the site, disturbed areas must be restored to as
near original condition as possible.

No surface disturbance is allowed within developed recreation
areas immediately adjacent to roads, trails, other facilities,
streambanks, or in other areas where such activity may adversely
affect other resources or activities.

Gold panning for recreational purposes may be allowed within
active stream channels, provided due care is taken to protect water
quality and aquatic habitat. Small trowels or similar digging tools
for scooping sediment into the pan are allowed.

Where streams are disturbed for recreational mineral collecting
such as gold panning, turbidity levels must not exceed water
quality standards needed to maintain “outstanding resource
waters” as defined by the water quality regulations of New
Hampshire and Maine.

No surface disturbance is allowed on or near cultural/historic
features.

Digging under trees or severing roots greater than %2 inch in
diameter is not permitted.

Surface disturbance that creates or contributes to a safety hazard
is not allowed.

Surface disturbance is not permitted on, in, or adjacent to existing
safety hazards.

S-5 Recreational mineral collecting activities at fee permit sites shall adhere
to guidelines specific to that area as described on the fee permit. Small
drills may be allowed when specifically authorized at designated fee
permit sites.

S-6  Sites may be restricted by closure or permit where there are safety or
resource Concerns.

G-1 A permit system may be used to manage recreational collecting
activities.

Heritage Resources

Also see Chapter 3 for required management area-specific direction.

S-1 Management of heritage resources must be coordinated with State
Historic Preservation Offices (SHPOs), appropriate Tribal Historic
Preservation Offices (THPOs), and Federally recognized Indian Tribes
and their representatives. Any mitigation plans must include the above
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consultation, with the addition of The Advisory Council on Historic
Preservation (ACHP) when projects might affect resources eligible for
the National Register of Historic Places. Consulting parties may include
local governments or other interested parties.

Any proposed Federal or Federally assisted undertaking must, prior
to the approval of the expenditure of any Federal funds or issuance of
any license, take into account the effect of the undertaking on any
district, site, building, structure, or object that is included in or eligible
for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places (Section 106,
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended).

All proposed undertakings must consider the effect on any National
Register listed, eligible, or un-evaluated heritage resource within the
Area of Potential Effect (APE) prior to project implementation. The
Forest Service must manage properties found to be eligible for National
Register listing, or which remain un-evaluated, as if they were listed
on the National Register of Historic Places.

Contracts, leases, or permits must include appropriate clause(s)
requiring protection of heritage resources.

The nature and location of heritage resource sites must not be disclosed
without line officer approval (36 CFR 296.18).

Discoveries of human remains and associated objects must remain in
place and protected if encountered. They must be reported
immediately to USFS Law Enforcement Officers (LEOs), who will
contact Forest Heritage Resource Specialists if appropriate. Work in
the area of the discovery must cease until LEO and, if applicable,
Heritage evaluation is completed.

Vandalism, destruction, or unauthorized removal of Heritage resources
must receive appropriate investigation under the Archaeological
Resources Protection Act or 36 CFR 261 (Prohibitions).

Non-Forest Service archaeological research initiatives must be
authorized and/or permitted by the Forest Service prior to
implementation.

Heritage resources should be evaluated to determine their eligibility
for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. Priority should
be placed on situations where resources are most at risk or
management options are limited. Examples include lands to be
exchanged out of Federal management, lands with shallow soils where
heritage resources are especially vulnerable to disturbance, and within
project areas where sites may be impacted.

The Forest Service should curate its heritage resource collections and
associated records in accordance with Federal standards (36 CFR 79),
and through consultation with SHPO, ACHP, and other interested
parties.

The White Mountain National Forest’s Heritage Resource Survey Strategy
should be followed in developing heritage surveys.
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Lands

G-4 Heritage inventories and resulting data should meet current national

guidance and professional standards and should be maintained in the
Forest Service’s corporate database and mapping systems.

Also see Chapter 3 for required management area-specific direction.

Land Status/Adjustments/Acquisition

S-1

S-2

S-3

G-1

To ensure protection of state, county, town, private, and other federal
agency rights and interests, a land ownership review using land status
records must be performed during early project planning stages, prior
to implementation of management activities.

Acquisition of land by the United States must comply with New
Hampshire and Maine state and local statutes concerning the consent
to acquire lands.

Lands on which only a partial interest is acquired must be managed
as directed by the easement, or as agreed to in the specific acquisition
documentation.

The following procedure must be used in assigning management area
prescriptions for newly-acquired National Forest System (NFS) lands:

1. The tract should have the same management area classification as
the surrounding National Forest land (if it has similar attributes);
or

2. If the land has attributes that are unique or different than the
surrounding land, the acquired tract will be evaluated by an
integrated team to decide its management area designation.

The following should be used to evaluate and track land adjustment
activities. The Forest Land Adjustment Plan should be updated annually
to reflect:

a. Acquisition, exchange, or interests in lands which have been
directed by Executive or Congressional action.

b. Acquisition, exchange, or conveyance of lands needed to reduce
expenses of both the Forest Service and the public in administration
and utilization, including the consolidation of split estates.

c. Acquisition, exchange, or interests in lands which
1) will provide a significant recreational experience or opportunity;

2) improve riparian ecosystems on water frontage such as lakes
and major streams;

3) provide critical habitat lands needed for the protection of
federally-listed endangered, threatened, or sensitive fish,
wildlife, or plant species;

4) provide for the protection of significant historical or cultural
resources when management may be enhanced by public
ownership; and

5) protect or enhance watersheds, and wetlands.
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d. Acquisition, exchange, or interests in lands needed to implement
other scheduled management actions such as a campground
expansion, road construction, or trail construction or
reconstruction.

e. Acquisition, exchange, or interests in lands needed to enhance or
protect facilities or programs surrounding National Forest System
lands.

f. Acquisition, exchange, or interests in lands that will consolidate
existing National Forest System lands, eliminate the need for right-
of-way acquisition, provide access to existing NFS lands, or meet
the goals and objectives of the management area surrounding the
proposed acquisition or exchange.

g. Land conveyances or exchange of lands no longer needed or
suitable to meet the goals and objectives of a management area,
and serve a greater public need in state, county, town, or other
federal agency ownership.

Access should be acquired, exchanged, or granted with other federal
agencies, states, counties, towns, and private interests to assure
management objectives are met for all ownerships.

Survey/Landline/Title Claims

51

S-2

G-1

Boundaries shall be surveyed, marked, and posted prior to
implementing land-disturbing activities adjacent to Wilderness or
private land.

A professional, licensed surveyor shall supervise Forest Service
personnel or administer the necessary contracts to locate and mark
property boundaries.

Care should be taken to avoid damaging or destroying evidence of
town boundaries when planning and executing management activities
near these boundaries.

Land Use Authorizations (Special Uses)

Also see the Recreation section for standards and guidelines pertaining specifically
to recreation special uses.

5-1

Special uses must be managed to best serve the public interest, in
accordance with the following;:

a. Private uses of National Forest System land must not be authorized
when such uses can be reasonably accommodated on other lands.

b. Special use requests must be reviewed for their compatibility with
Forest-wide and management area direction, as well as
consideration of environmental values, economic feasibility, and
determination of social and economic benefits.

c. Upon renewal or transfer of a permit, or as soon as practical,
existing uses that are not compatible with the Forest Plan must be
brought into compliance.
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2-10

S-2

S-6

G-1

d. New landfill disposal sites or storage, or disposal of radioactive,
or other hazardous substances are prohibited. Existing landfill
disposal sites must be phased out and closed.

e. Permits must not be authorized that create an exclusive or
perpetual right of use or occupancy that would in effect grant title
to federal land to an authorization holder, or would create the
appearance of granting such a right. Examples of such uses include,
but are not limited to, cemeteries, monuments, memorials, or major
capital improvements by municipal entities.

Special use proposals that may affect heritage resources (e.g., ground
disturbance or potential for discovery and displacement or removal
of artifacts) must include an archeological/paleontological clause.

To reduce the proliferation of separate rights-of-way, new
transportation, utility, and communication use proposals shall be
accommodated within existing corridors to the maximum extent
feasible. Mitigation measures shall be determined by project level
planning.

Military training activities shall be authorized only after the
Department of Defense has determined and substantiated that lands
under its jurisdiction are either unsuitable or unavailable in accordance
with the Master Agreement between the Department of Defense and
the Department of Agriculture that governs the use of National Forest
lands for these purposes. When local supplemental agreements with
military agencies exist, consult such agreements for additional
direction. Activities must be in conformance with management area
objectives.

All research permits shall include a requirement that the Forest Service
receive a copy of the final report or analysis.

Contracts, leases, or permits must include appropriate clause(s)
requiring invasive species control plans to minimize spread to other
areas.

Special use applications may be denied if the authorizing officer
determines that:

a. The proposed use would not be in the public interest.

b. The proposed use would otherwise be inconsistent with applicable
federal, state, and local laws, regulations, and special orders that
apply to the National Forests.

c. The proposed use may endanger public health or safety.

d. The proposed use conflicts or interferes with administrative use
by the Forest Service, other authorized existing uses, or uses of
adjacent non-federal lands.

e. Theapplicant does not or cannot demonstrate technical or financial
capability.
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Applicants may conduct environmental analysis and supporting
activities (e.g., cultural resource surveys, biological evaluations) and
submit them to the responsible official for consideration in Forest
Service decisions to the extent allowed by law, regulation, and policy.

Research permits are generally authorized, but may be denied, or
limited in structure to meet specific management area objectives, e.g.,
only non-manipulative research in Research Natural Areas, or
requiring non-motorized, non-mechanized access and temporary
sample area identification in Wilderness.

Electrical utility lines of 33 kilovolts or less, communication lines, or
pipelines should be installed by burying unless one or more of the
following applies:

a. Visual quality objectives of the area can be met using an overhead
line.

b. Burial is not feasible due to geological hazards or unfavorable
geologic conditions.

c. Greater long-term site disturbance would result.

d. Itisnot technically feasible.

Native American Relationships

Also see Chapter 3 for required management area-specific direction.

S-1

G-1

Recognized tribes must be consulted early in the planning process
regarding proposed management activities that may affect the tribes
in order to identify and address tribal interests.

Environmental documents should disclose potential effects on cultural
resources, traditional uses, and tribal areas of special interest that
include tribal cultural values, properties, uses, and species of special
concern.

Non-native Invasive Species

The following direction generally applies to all Forest lands. However, see standards
and guidelines in Management Areas 5.1, 8.4, 9.1, and 9.3 for exceptions.

5-1

S-2

S-3

S5-4

Non-native invasive species must not knowingly be brought onto the
Forest for any project, landscaping, or other purpose.

Forest projects or approvals must consider weed prevention measures
to minimize the chances of new infestations occurring because of
project activities. The intent is not to prohibit all ground disturbances
or to require exhaustive mitigation measures for minor activities, but
to take action where possible to minimize opportunities for invasive
species to become established.

In revegetation or rehabilitation efforts, native or non-persistent
(annual, biannual, or sterile) species must be used.

Gravel and fill must come from weed-free sources. The Forest Service
will be available to work with owners of local gravel sources to identify
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2-12

S-5

5-6

G-1

weed-free borrow material in their pits. The entire pit or fill area need
not be identified as weed-free; material may be used that is not likely
to contain invasive plants or seeds. If gravel or fill cannot be identified
as weed-free, project monitoring must be conducted for three years
following implementation to assure no new infestations occur. If
infestations are found, eradication must occur within a suitable
timeframe to prevent further spread.

When sources of certified weed-free mulch and seed are available
locally at reasonable cost, they must be used on erosion control projects
requiring mulch and seed.

Heavy equipment must be visibly free of seeds or plant material prior
to entering the Forest for project work. In order to minimize the spread
of existing invasive plants, heavy equipment must be cleaned to be
visibly free of seeds or plant material when moving between project
units if invasive plants exist in areas being vacated, or if units have
not been surveyed for invasive plants. The Forest Service will work to
educate heavy equipment operators regarding these standards prior
to project implementation.

Non-native invasive plants or their parts removed during eradication
efforts must be disposed of in a manner that prevents new infestations
elsewhere.

Areas under existing permits should have on-site non-native invasive
species control plans in place to minimize spread to other areas.

Recreation

G-1

G-2

G-3

Outfitter/guides should be encouraged to have pack animals that are
free of non-native invasive species when entering the Forest. The
animals’ feed should be weed-free while on the Forest

The use of weed-free feed for animals used for pleasure riding on the
Forest should be encouraged.

Boaters and other recreationists should be encouraged to check
equipment to prevent infestations in lakes and ponds.

Transportation System

G-1 Roadside clearing widths should be minimized (without
compromising safety standards) to retain shade for invasive plant
suppression.

G-2 If non-native invasive plants are present, roadside maintenance
operations should be scheduled to minimize spread into new areas
(e.g., prior to seed set).

Wildland Fire

S-1 The risk of non-native invasive species establishment following fire

suppression and prescribed fire efforts must be evaluated, and
mitigation measures implemented if needed.
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Rare and Unique Features

Also see Chapter 3 for required management area-specific direction.

S-1 All project sites must be investigated for the presence of TES species
and/or habitat prior to beginning any authorized ground-disturbing
activity at the site. TES plant surveys must be completed for all new
ground-disturbing projects, unless biologists/botanists determine TES
species occurrence is unlikely (e.g., no habitat exists).

S-2 Unless conservation approaches have already been developed for a
species, individual site prescriptions must be developed for each
identified TES plant species occurrence to provide specific habitat
conservation actions for those plant species. Individual site
prescriptions must similarly be developed for all fixed TES wildlife
habitat features (e.g., den sites, nest sites, or other features necessary
for the reproductive success of the animal). Until conservation
approaches or specific site prescriptions are developed, new
management actions that would negatively alter habitat conditions
necessary to support the species must not be allowed within 100 feet
of the plant(s) or within one quarter mile of the wildlife habitat
feature(s).

S-3 Timber harvest is prohibited in old growth forest.

G-1 Outstanding natural communities should be conserved.

G-2 TEShabitat that is important to species conservation should be retained
in public ownership unless an exchange results in a net gain or
acquisition of higher quality habitat.

G-3 Use restrictions and other mitigative measures may be implemented
to protect or improve habitat for threatened, endangered, or sensitive
species. See individual management areas for additional direction.

G-4 When feasible, standards and guidelines for the Alpine Zone MA (8.1)
also should apply to alpine and subalpine communities outside MA
8.1.

Bald Eagle

G-1 Winter roost habitat should be protected along major rivers and water
bodies with known eagle activity.

Gray Wolf

G-1 If wolves become reestablished on or near the Forest, suitable early
successional habitat should be provided, especially for deer and moose.

G-2 Known winter deeryards should be protected and deeryard conditions
should be improved where possible.

Indiana Bat
S-1 Standards for wildlife reserve trees in the Wildlife resource section apply.

G-1 Guidelines for wildlife reserve trees in the Wildlife resource section apply.

2-13



White Mountain National Forest — Land and Resource Management Plan

2-14

Small Whorled Pogonia

5-1

S-2

G-1

Known small whorled pogonia colonies must be protected from human
disturbances that may be detrimental to the colony.

Evaluate projects with ground-disturbing activities to determine the
potential for small whorled pogonia habitat to occur within the
influence of the project area.

Known small whorled pogonia colonies should be evaluated to
determine the potential for natural colonization of surrounding habitat
that becomes functionally suitable over time. Actions may be taken
that would benefit existing colonies or encourage additional
colonization, e.g., removing trees to reduce canopy cover allowing
more sunlight to reach the forest floor.

Canada Lynx

5-1

S-2

S-3

S-5

Standards and guidelines for lynx apply only to lynx habitat within a
Lynx Analysis Unit (LAU).

LAUs shall not be adjusted without agreement between the U.S. Forest
Service and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

Unless a broad-scale assessment of landscape patterns that compares
historical and current ecological processes and vegetation patterns is
developed, disturbance must be limited in the following manner:

a. If more than 30 percent of lynx habitat within a LAU is currently
in unsuitable condition, no further reduction of suitable conditions
shall occur because of vegetation management activities by federal
agencies unless the activity is proposed specifically to improve
future snowshoe hare habitat.

b. Vegetation management projects in lynx habitat should promote
increases in suitable snowshoe hare habitat and retain/enhance
habitat conditions for important alternate prey (particularly red
squirrel) where possible. Overstory harvest treatments that retain
or enhance existing softwood understories are allowed provided
denning habitat within the LAU does not fall below 10 percent.

Prior to any action that may affect lynx, lynx habitat within affected
LAUs must be mapped, including potential foraging and denning
habitat. Mapping should also include identification of topographic
features that may be important for lynx movement (e.g. major ridge
systems, prominent saddles, riparian corridors).

Within an LAU, denning habitat in patches generally larger than five
acres, comprising at least 10 percent of lynx habitat must be maintained.
Where less than 10 percent denning habitat is currently present within
an LAU, management actions that would delay development of
denning habitat structure must be deferred. Projects may still move
forward if other lynx habitat areas within the LAU can be identified
that will not be treated (e.g., RN As) and which will subsequently move
into denning conditions at some future time.
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S-7

G-1

G-2
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On-the-ground management actions must not change more than 15
percent of lynx habitat within an LAU to an unsuitable condition within
a 10-year period.

Existing and potential diurnal security habitat around highly disturbed
recreation developments (e.g., ski areas) must be maintained.

In lynx habitat, no net increase in groomed or designated over-the-
snow routes and snowmobile play areas by LAU is allowed unless:

a. The designation serves to consolidate unregulated use and
improves lynx habitat.

b. Existing snowmobile trails must be temporarily rerouted to avoid
conflicts around active timber sales.

c. Preexisting trails or corridors on private land come into National
Forest ownership.

Groomed or designated over-the-snow routes include the following:
designated winter route, groomed winter route, and authorized winter
route/use area. Groomed or designated over-the-snow routes are
generally compacted during the winter season, but do not include
plowed roads or roads/trails accessing private land. Winter logging
and alpine ski areas are not subject to this guideline. Nordic ski areas
should have a “concentrated trail area” delineated by a Forest Service
biologist within which existing trails are so networked that a
competitive advantage for lynx does not likely exist. These
“concentrated trail areas” are not subject to this guideline.

For trails constructed primarily for summer use but which may also
be used in winter (e.g., hiking trails), new construction should result
in no net increase in trail mileage in lynx habitat by LAU. Designating
or grooming these routes for winter use should include closures of

other similar routes in lynx habitat so no net increase in routes occurs
by LAU.

a. Exceptions to this guideline may be considered when an increase
in over-the-snow routes would not increase the potential for
competitors to gain access to an area, e.g., constructing a
snowmobile trail that closely parallels an existing winter road.
Exceptions may also be allowed in areas where snow depth or
snow condition is insufficient to limit competing predators in
winter, and consistent presence by competing predators off-trail
is documented. Exceptions must be recommended by a Forest
Service wildlife biologist.

Following disturbances such as blow down, fire, or insects/pathogens
resulting in mortality that could contribute to lynx denning habitat,
salvage harvest should not occur when the affected area is smaller
than five acres. Exceptions to this include:

a. Areas such as developed recreation sites or other areas of high
human concentration; and
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2-16

G-4

G-6

G-7

G-8

b. LAUswhere denning habitat has been mapped and field-validated
(not simply modeled or estimated) and comprises more than 10%
of lynx habitat within a LAU. In these cases, salvage harvest may
occur, if at least the minimum amount of denning habitat is
maintained in a well-distributed pattern.

c. Already active timber sales where removal of blowdown trees is
necessary to ensure access, reduce safety hazards, or otherwise
meet the project objectives.

In lynx habitat, pre-commercial thinning may be allowed only when
stands no longer provide snowshoe hare habitat (e.g., self-pruning
processes have eliminated snowshoe hare cover and forage availability
during winter conditions with average snowpack). However, timber
stand improvement may be used in softwoods or mixed wood stands
to enhance or maintain softwood regeneration. This practice would
be acceptable in stands that have suitable stem density (greater than
or equal to 7,000 stems per acre in softwoods or mixed woods) for
snowshoe hare cover if that stem density is retained across most of
the stand.

Key linkage areas must be maintained to allow lynx movement. Native
plant communities and patterns, and habitat for potential lynx prey,
should be maintained or enhanced within identified key lynx linkage
areas where feasible. Habitat connectivity (e.g. along large riparian
zones and across major ridges, and prominent saddles) should be
retained across the landscape to support lynx movement. Creation of
permanent linear routes (e.g., roads, fuel breaks, trails) that could
facilitate increased over-the-snow access by competitors should not
be built on ridges and saddles or in riparian zones. Clearcuts should
be placed near softwood cover where possible.

Snow compaction off designated trails and roads should be minimized
when authorizing and monitoring special uses in lynx habitat.

New temporary roads constructed in lynx habitat should be closed to
public use. The ability to implement effective closures should be
provided in the initial road designs. Upon project completion these
roads should be reclaimed or obliterated if not needed for other forest
management objectives.

Dirt and gravel roads (particularly those that could become highways)
traversing lynx habitat should not be paved or otherwise upgraded
(e.g., straightening of curves, widening of roadway) in a manner that
is likely to lead to significant increases in traffic volumes, traffic speeds,
or would contribute to development or increases in human activity in
lynx habitat, unless road safety hazards exist.

Bicknell’s Thrush

51

Projects must not result in a net decrease of suitable Bicknell’s thrush
habitat.
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Also see Chapter 3 for required management area-specific direction.

General

Recreation Management Approaches

5-1

S-2

S-3

G-1

G-2

Use will be focused on trails or at backcountry facilities in the
backcountry. Use will be focused on roads or developed sites in the

frontcountry.

Current development levels in the backcountry will be maintained or
lowered where appropriate.

Current low use areas and facilities will be managed to meet visitor
needs and resource requirements through education and management
controls, where necessary.

Current high use areas and facilities should be managed for high use
to meet visitor needs. Appropriate mitigation should be provided to
manage the effects of high use to ensure that they can be sustained
over the long term. Use should not be allowed to increase indefinitely
in high use areas.

The Forest Service should collaborate with partner organizations to
provide recreational opportunities, conservation education, and visitor
information programs.

Developed Recreation

General

5-1

S-2

S-3

S-4

S-5
G-1

In order to maintain a range of developed recreation opportunities,
any construction, reconstruction, or rehabilitation projects must be
evaluated in terms of their effects on both the individual sites and on
Forest-wide development levels.

The Forest Service must determine the appropriate development levels
for campgrounds, day use areas, and trailheads. To determine
development levels, the Forest recreation management approaches,
current and future public needs and use levels, and the role of the
public sector in providing these opportunities must be considered.

The Forest Service capital investment process must be guided by
desired development levels.

Capital investment construction or expansion to increase capacity must
not be authorized unless it clearly provides for public need, addresses
resource impacts and health and safety standards, and meets
developed recreation goals.

New campgrounds will not be constructed.

The Forest Service should create architectural design standards for
facilities and signs, consistent with the Built Environment Image Guide
(USDA Forest Service, FS-710, September 2001), to maintain a consistent
architectural character.

2-17



White Mountain National Forest — Land and Resource Management Plan

G-2

Existing campgrounds and day use areas may be improved or
expanded.

Driving for Pleasure

G-1

Forest System roads are open to street-licensed registered motor
vehicles except where closed. Open/closed roads may vary from year
to year and season to season.

Roadside Camping

G-1

G-2

G-3

Roadside camping is allowed along open Forest System roads unless
closed to that use by Forest Supervisor’s Order.

The development level of roadside camping opportunities may vary,
but Forest-wide the emphasis will be on lower levels of development.

Roadside camping should include a range of opportunities from
random roadside openings to specifically designated sites.

Trailheads

G-1

G-2

Trailheads and trailhead parking lots serve as primary access to the
trail system and backcountry sites. The Forest Service should determine
the appropriate levels of development (e.g., paved or gravel, size, toilets
provided/not provided) based on the objectives of the backcountry
areas and the facilities served by the trails.

Trailhead parking lots should not be constructed, improved, or
expanded solely to accommodate increased recreation use.

Motorized Dispersed Recreation (Motorized Trails)

2-18

Winter Motorized Trails

5-1

S-3

G-1
G-2
G-3

G-5

Motorized trail use and maintenance must be coordinated with the
states of New Hampshire and Maine and must be consistent with state
laws. All motor vehicles using Forest trails must be state registered.

The White Mountain National Forest will remain closed unless
designated open to snowmobile and all terrain vehicle (ATV) use.

Motorized use is permitted on designated motorized trails only. Off-
trail cross-country use is prohibited.

Trails may be closed if conditions warrant.
Special use permits for new competitive events should be prohibited.

New Hampshire corridor trails and Maine ITS (Interconnected Trail
System) trails should provide uninterrupted use. Corridor/ITS routes
should be relocated, alternate locations determined, or dual use
considered before management actions such as timber harvesting
require temporary trail closure.

New Hampshire non-corridor (primary and local trails) and Maine
non-ITS trails may be closed or interrupted due to Forest operations.

Snowmobile trails should be managed and maintained consistent with
the respective state and White Mountain National Forest agreements
for snowmobile trail operation and maintenance.
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New or relocated snowmobile trails should not be located on frozen
waterbodies.

Summer Motorized Trails

5-1

Summer motorized trail use is prohibited.

Non-Motorized Dispersed Recreation

General

S-1
G-1

G-2

Concentrating use will be emphasized over dispersing use.

To protect low- and moderate-use locations, management actions (e.g.,
authorization of special use permits, information and education efforts)
should not disperse recreation use from high- to low-use areas.

Use should be managed to prevent negative impacts to natural and
cultural resources, and to the recreation experience.

Education

G-1

G-2

G-3

G-4

Consistent with ROS objectives, education and information delivery:

1. Should be concentrated primarily at visitor centers, classrooms,
and other off-Forest locations, or at trailhead and developed
facilities when delivery can be effectively accomplished at those
locations.

2. To a lesser degree, may be conducted at backcountry locations
when effective delivery cannot be accomplished at developed or
frontcountry locations.

Posted public safety messages and signs (other than directional trail
signs) should be located primarily at trailheads and visitor centers.
They may be used at backcountry locations in unusual or unique
circumstances.

Education messages should emphasize programs such as “hikeSafe”
and “Leave No Trace” to foster personal responsibility for safety and
to promote low impact in backcountry locations.

Education messages should emphasize the objectives of the Forest
recreation management approaches to ensure Forest visitors
understand the impacts of specific use related issues and to ensure
that recreationists are going to the appropriate area for the
opportunities they seek.

Trails

S-1

S-2

G-1

The Forest Trail System consists of the trails identified in the White
Mountain National Forest trails database.

Trailhead and interior identification and directional signs must
conform to standards identified in FSH 2309.18 and EM 7100-15.

Existing trails should be removed from the Forest Trail System and
closed if continued use causes unacceptable impacts that cannot be
mitigated, or if the trail does not meet overall objectives for the trail
system.
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2-20

G-2

G-3

G-4

Trails should be maintained to standards described in FSH 2309.18,
consistent with the ROS objectives of each management area.

Incidental trails should be evaluated for potential removal or inclusion
in the Forest trail system.

No additional trails should be constructed or authorized unless clearly
needed to provide public access to the existing system, address
resource impacts, meet health and safety standards, conform to
management area direction, or meet the Forest recreation management
approaches.

Overnight Facilities

5-1

S-2

G-1

G-2

G-3

Overnight facilities (huts, shelters, tent platforms, and their related
support structures such as toilets) and dispersed campsites must be
managed as components of an overall system of backcountry
opportunities.

Existing overnight facilities must be managed to minimize
inconsistencies with desired ROS class objectives.

Forest Protection Areas (areas where restrictions such as limits on
camping, use of wood or charcoal fires, and limits on party size are
applied) should be established around all overnight facilities to prevent
uncontrolled increases in use and size.

Forest users should bear a share of management costs for overnight
facilities and dispersed sites through continued use of volunteer
programs, payment for services, recreation passes, and cooperative
agreements.

Overnight facilities may be provided to concentrate use. They should
be designed and managed to absorb recreation impacts and prevent
site deterioration, and to be consistent with ROS objectives.

Appalachian Mountain Club Huts

5-1

S-2
S-3
S5-4

G-1

Huts must be managed consistent with the Appalachian Mountain
Club Special Use Permit mitigation requirements.

The construction of additional huts is prohibited.
Expanding hut capacity is prohibited.

Except for health, safety, and resource impact concerns, expanding
existing huts in physical structure is prohibited.

Potable public water systems may be provided.

Shelters/Cabins/Tent Platforms

51

S-2

If not clearly needed to protect natural resources, maintain a desired
recreation use opportunity or pattern, or conform to the Forest
recreation management approaches, shelters, cabins, and tent
platforms must be removed.

Shelters, cabins, and tent platforms that are retained must be
maintained. Native materials should be emphasized for maintenance
and repair activities. Non-native material may be used if native material




S-3

G-1
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is unavailable or impractical. Materials should be replaced in-kind.
Any material used should be durable and blend closely with the natural
surroundings.

Reconstruction of shelters, cabins, and tent platforms determined
eligible for the National Register of Historic Places must conform to
required standards in Standards for Upkeep and Rehabilitation of Historic
Buildings.

Shelters, cabins, and tent platforms that currently control and mitigate
recreation impacts that are unlikely to be successfully mitigated
through other appropriate strategies should be retained.

Human waste disposal facilities should be provided consistent with
appropriate backcountry waste management technology.

Where fires are allowed, they should be confined to designated fire
rings.

Additional shelters, cabins, and tent platforms should not be
constructed unless unacceptable resource or social conditions exist
that cannot be otherwise mitigated. New shelters, cabins, or tent
platforms must be consistent with the Forest recreation management
approaches.

New shelter and tent platform sites should be located 100 feet or more
from any main trail, water body, or riparian area, and should not be
located within two miles of an existing road open to motor vehicles.

Reconstruction and relocation of cabins, shelters, and tent platforms
may include expansion of facilities, but should allow only the
minimum expansion needed to better manage existing recreation use
of the site and the surrounding area.

Dispersed Campsites

51

G-1

G-2

G-3

Dispersed campsites causing unacceptable impacts that cannot be
reasonably mitigated must be removed.

Dispersed campsites may be designated with limited signing, as
needed, to better manage recreation use.

Human waste disposal facilities and water systems should not be
provided at dispersed campsites.

Consistent with management area direction, dispersed campsites may
be allowed or relocated to manage existing recreation use.

Cross-Country Skiing

G-1

Forest Service-maintained cross-country ski trails should provide a
lower level of development and services than cross-country areas under
special use permit.

Mountain Biking

S-1

Except for designated Wilderness and the Appalachian Trail corridor,
which are closed, Forest development trails will be open unless closed
to mountain bike use.
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2-22

S-2

S-3

G-1

Mountain biking is allowed on travel corridors unless closed to that
use.

Cross-country mountain bike travel outside the open system of Forest
trails and open travel corridors is prohibited.

Existing travel corridors should be reviewed systematically, with public
involvement, with the goal of establishing a designated Forest trail
system.

Rock and Ice Climbing

5-1

S-2

S-3

S-4

S-5

G-1

G-2

G-3

G-4

G-6

G-7

The White Mountain National Forest is open unless designated closed
to rock, ice, and mixed climbing.

Except in Wilderness (see MA 5.1) where it is prohibited, storing
(caching) equipment, including fixed ropes is permitted for no more
than 14 days.

Chipping to create foot and hand holds, gluing to stabilize features,
and attaching permanent artificial handholds is prohibited.

Route cleaning is prohibited where federally-listed threatened,
endangered, and sensitive species occur.

To protect natural features, the use of mechanical or motorized devices,
explosives, or chemicals for cleaning or developing climbing routes is
prohibited. Hand drills and power drills are permitted for the
installation of bolt protection, except in Wilderness where power drills
are prohibited.

Specific areas should be closed or limitations placed on use, including
group size, if recreational climbing creates unacceptable social or
natural resource impacts. This may result in temporary or permanent
closures or limits on number of outfitter/guide permits authorized.

To minimize social and environmental impacts, climbing party size
should be limited to 12 persons, except in Wilderness, where group
size is limited to 10.

Removing, altering, or manipulating vegetation, soils, or other natural
features at the cliff edge, talus slope, or cliff base should be avoided.

Climbing or new route development may be restricted to protect
federally listed threatened, endangered, and sensitive species.

Climbing should be restricted where there is potential to impact
heritage resources.

When issues are no longer effectively addressed by application of
standards and guidelines, climbing plans for specific areas should be
developed to minimize environmental and social impacts.

Removable traditional protection should be used. Fixed protection may
be considered when the use of removable protection is impossible,
impractical, or causes increased or ongoing unacceptable resource
impact. If installation of fixed protection for a new route, or the
replacement of fixed protection on an existing route, is required, the
following guidelines should be used:
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a. 3/8" expansion bolts with hangers (or other acceptable industry
standard that has the same or less impact) should be used. Ring
hangers should be used for rappel stations. Webbing should not
be used on new bolt anchors.

b. Replacement bolts should use the existing holes when possible.
¢. Natural-colored webbing should be used on tree anchors.

d. All bolt hangers should be painted to blend with the color of the
cliff face.

e. Hand drills, battery powered rock drills (except in Wilderness),
hammers, crowbars, and wrenches are recognized as standard tools
for fixed anchor installation and maintenance.

Reasonable cleaning of a route is allowed (except per S-4). Hand tools
such as wire brushes, hand brooms, and toothbrushes are recognized
as standard tools.

Rock and Ice Climbing Special Use Permits

51

G-1

G-2

To minimize social and environmental impacts from commercial group
use, rock and ice climbing outfitter/guide group size must be limited
to 12 persons. In Wilderness, the group size limit is 10 persons.

Rock and ice climbing recreation events permits should limit group
size to 12 persons.

Numbers of permits per cliff for outfitter/guide and recreation events
may be limited to protect natural resources or the recreation experience.

Special Uses — Recreation Specific

5-1

S-2

S-3

S-4

S-5

Special uses apply to all kinds of commercial use on the Forest and
must be managed to best serve the public interest, in accordance with
FSM 2700. Standards and guidelines pertaining to any type of special
use are stated in “Land Use Authorizations (Special Uses)” in the Lands
section of this chapter. These must be followed, in addition to the
recreation-specific requirements, below.

Outfitters/guides must submit operating plans and itineraries as part
of their annual permit process.

Permits for recreation events and services with off-trail use are
prohibited with the following exceptions: 1) water-based activities, 2)
activities in the alpine zone on two or more feet of snow, 3) established
climbing routes (as restricted by Rock and Ice Climbing standards and
guidelines), 4) existing sporting dog field trial permits in the Kilkenny
area, and 5) hunting.

Recreation special uses must not be dispersed from high-use to low-
use areas, as identified in the current Trail Use Inventory.

Recreation Special Uses must be managed to protect the characteristics
of low-use areas as identified by current trail use levels.

Recreation Special Use proposals should be denied if not consistent
with the Forest recreation management approaches.
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G-2

G-3

G-5

Recreation Special Use proposals may be denied when applications
are not received in a timely manner.

If monitoring and analysis determines that recreation Special Use
capacity (either social or resource) is being reached, an allocation study
should be considered to determine need for user day limits. If
applicable, results of the allocation study will be used to set and
implement user day limits.

Group size may be limited when necessary to provide for safety and
resource protection, or to minimize the impact large groups have on
others.

In general, Special Use Permits for cross-country ski areas should
provide more developed opportunities, including highly groomed
trails and patrols, than Forest trails.

Wildlife Related Recreation

51

The White Mountain National Forest is open unless designated closed
to hunting, fishing, and trapping.

Riparian and Aquatic Habitats

Also see Chapter 3 for required management area-specific direction.
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S-1

S-3

S5-4

All appropriate state and federal permits must be acquired prior to
implementing management activities within wetlands, floodplains,
streams, or ponds.

Projects requiring the use of heavy machinery within the wetted area
of a stream or pond must have hazardous material spill kits on site.

Crossing of perennial streams with motorized vehicles for recreational
and commercial purposes must be done at designated locations.

Acceptable stream flow must be maintained during construction on
all fish bearing streams.

Tree cutting and harvest should not occur within 25 feet of the bank of
mapped perennial streams, the high water mark of a pond, or a
identified natural vernal pool, unless prescribed to benefit hydrological
or ecological function of the associated stream, pond, or riparian area.
Exceptions to this include tree removals needed to clear a designated
stream crossing, maintaining an existing road or previously cleared
skid road that cannot be relocated, or protecting human safety or
infrastructure. Trees (greater than 4 inch DBH) cut or moved in this
zone should be placed in a fashion that benefits riparian functions or
aquatic habitats when possible.

Uneven-aged silvicultural practices should be used within the Riparian
Management Zone (RMZ) along all perennial streams, lakes, ponds,
and vernal pools. Cuts should be should be designed to maintain a
relatively continuous forest canopy for the protection and maintenance
of water quality, dead wood recruitment, hydrologic function, wildlife
habitat, and scenic values. Regeneration group cuts should be limited
to less than one acre in size. Exceptions may apply in areas deemed
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important for maintaining beaver colonies. In the absence of on-the-
ground riparian mapping, width of RMZs should be defined as in
Table 2-01.

Table 2-01. Width of RMZ for Specific Aquatic Features

Aquatic Feature Width of RMZ* (feet)
1stand 2" order streams 75’
3 order streams 275’
4™ and larger order streams 575
Lakes, ponds, and vernal pools 75

* These widths may vary on the ground and may be modified at the project level if a
hydrologist or biologist maps the actual riparian zone.

G-3

G-4

G-5

G-6

G-8
G-9

Treatments of riparian vegetation to enhance beaver forage should
occur only in riparian types 30 or 35. If areas are not typed, treatments
should occur on streams with less than 2 percent gradient, bankfull
channel widths less than 25 feet, and valley widths greater than 150
feet.

Treetops and slash from commercial timber harvesting operations
should not remain in any perennial stream, pond, lake, wetland, or
vernal pool.

New skid roads, classified roads, trails, and walk-in campsites should
not be located within the stream or pond management zone, which is
a minimum of 50 feet in width. The width of the zone increases 20 feet
in width with each increase of 10 percent in side slope. If any of the
above need to be located within the zone, additional measures to
minimize sedimentation should be taken.

New timber log landings, developed campsites, and permanent
facilities should not be located within 100 feet of a perennial stream or
the high water mark of a pond. If they need to be located within 100
feet, additional measures to prevent direct runoff into surface waters
and to minimize sedimentation should be taken.

Existing roads, facilities, campsites, or trails within 100 feet of perennial
streams or ponds should be considered for relocation as part of normal
project planning, except when doing so would result in greater overall
impact to the land or water resource.

Known springs should be protected from human impact.

Specific protection measures will be prescribed on a site-by-site basis
for intermittent and ephemeral streams. These streams should not be
permanently filled or relocated because of skidding operations. Sites
where temporary water diversions or channel fill is necessary will be
functionally restored after project completion.

G-10 Naturally occurring downed wood should not be removed from

streams, floodplains, wetlands, ponds, or vernal pools unless needed
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to protect culverts, bridge crossings, existing infrastructure, or human

safety.

G-11 Naturally occurring vernal pools identified during project planning

should not be altered as a result of skidding or construction activities.

G-12 Management activities should avoid soil rutting that could lead to

amphibian migration barriers between uplands and vernal pools.

G-13 Restoration or enhancement of streams should occur where aquatic

habitats are considered to be below their ecological potential.

G-14 Stream restoration efforts or habitat enhancement projects prescribed

to increase habitat diversity (pool habitat, fish cover, nutrient and
sediment storage, etc.) should harmonize with the surrounding visual
setting and be consistent with ecological conditions and floodplain
characteristics. The use of native materials (boulders, trees) should be
emphasized.

G-15 Trees that directly provide structure to the streambanks and channels

of intermittent streams should be retained.

G-16 Permitted construction activities in streams identified as having a

fisheries value should not occur during the egg incubation period of
October through April in areas where potential sedimentation would
be detrimental to egg survival.

Scenery Management

Also see Chapter 3 for required management area-specific direction.
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51

S-2

G-1

Scenic Integrity Objectives provide an indication of the alteration or
disturbance allowed in the viewed landscape. They are defined in
terms of Very High, High, Moderate, and Low. Scenic Integrity
Objectives are assigned based on Scenic Classes and Management
Areas. Scenic Integrity Objective assignments for the Forest are shown
in Table 2-02a and Table 2-02b.

Scenic Integrity Objectives will be met by

a. Applying the technical principles and guidelines outlined in the
National Forest Landscape Management Handbook series, specifically
for timber, roads, utilities, recreation and ski areas (See FSM 2380.61
— Current Publications).

b. Following examples of Scenic Integrity Objectives found in
Appendix H of Landscape Aesthetics — A Handbook for Scenery
Management.

c. Following current and/or future guidelines developed specifically
for the White Mountain National Forest to achieve Scenic Integrity
Objectives within individual management areas.

All management activities should meet or exceed Scenic Integrity
Objectives established for the Forest through the Scenery Management
System (SMS) outlined in Agriculture Handbook 701, Landscape Aesthetics
— A Handbook for Scenery Management.
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Table 2-02a. Management Areas with Multiple Scenic Integrity

Objectives.
Scenic Management Area
Class 2.1 8.2 6.1,6.2,6.3
1 High High High
2 Moderate Moderate High
3 Moderate Low Moderate
4 Moderate Low Moderate
5 Low Low Moderate
6 Low Low Moderate
7 Low Low Moderate

Table 2-02b. Management Areas with a Single Scenic Integrity Objective.

Management Area Scenic Integrity Objective
5.1 Very High
7.1 Low
8.1 High
8.3 High — Very High
8.4 High
8.5 See specific Scenic Area
8.6 High
9.1 Very High
9.2 Low
9.3 High
9.5 High

Transportation System

Also see Chapter 3 for required management area-specific direction.

Road Location, Design, and Construction

S-1 Roads and related facilities (e.g. parking lots, trailheads) must be
located, designed, and constructed to the appropriate standard
necessary to meet management objectives for the area served.

S-2 Road and related facility standards shall be determined by the needs
of all resources, including consideration of safety, costs of
transportation, and effects upon lands and resources.

S-3 Road location must consider soil erosion and slope stability risks.

S-4 Temporary erosion control devices must be installed and maintained
until disturbed ground has been stabilized.
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2-28

S-5

G-1
G-2

G-4

G-5

G-6

Roads subject to the Highway Safety Act, that do not meet two-lane
standards, must 1) be increased to a full two lanes or 2) reduced to a
single lane with intervisible turnouts when they are reconstructed.

New through roads should not be constructed.

Roads and related facilities should be located outside of riparian areas,
wetlands, deer wintering areas and vernal pools.

Road construction on the small breakland Ecological Land Types (ELTs)
should be avoided.

Where abutments are required for resource protection, permanent
abutments should be considered on temporary bridges that will be
utilized on classified roads scheduled for future recurrent use.

Excess materials generated during construction activities should be
removed from construction sites and properly disposed of.

Appropriate control and management of storm water runoff should
be considered in parking lot design.

When roads subject to the Highway Safety Act, along with their related
facilities, are reconstructed, they should be brought into compliance
with the Highway Safety Act standards.

Road Management

51
S-2

S-3

G-1

Roads are open to non-motorized uses unless specifically closed.

Temporary roads must be decommissioned upon completion of the
activity for which they were authorized.

Private landowners and other government agencies shall be required
to obtain an access permit from the Forest Service to construct a new
road which connects onto an existing National Forest System road to
ensure public safety and resource protection.

New roads constructed for resource management purposes should be
open to public highway vehicle traffic when the following guidelines
are met, otherwise they should be closed to public highway vehicle
use:

a. The road provides access to ongoing multi-resource activities;

b. Specific public benefit(s) and time are identified in the road
management objectives (RMO);

c. Theroad adequately supports the expected use, and no significant
public safety or resource hazards exist; or

d. The road meets recreation management goals and objectives.
Seasonal road restrictions should be considered when:

a. Usewould cause unacceptable damage to roadbed or soil and water
resources;

b. Use causes unacceptable wildlife conflict or habitat degradation;
c. Use results in unsafe conditions;

d. A seasonal public or administration need is served;



G-3

G-4

G-5

G-6
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e. The area accessed has seasonal need for protection or non-use; or
f. Itis necessary to resolve conflicts between users.

Administrative use of closed or restricted roads should not occur when
such use would cause damage to roads or resources.

Roads may be open to winter motorized, non-highway vehicle use
(e.g., snowmobiles) when they are part of an official trail system
designed, maintained, and signed for that use.

Objective maintenance Level I (intermittent stored service) roads
should have temporary drainage structures removed, be stabilized,
and have entrances blocked during the period they are closed to
vehicles.

Existing roads should be considered for decommissioning
a. When there is no longer any need for the road.
b. When alternative routes may be available.

c. Toprotectnatural and cultural resources or to meet other resource
needs.

Road Maintenance

S-1

S-2

G-1

Commercial users must be responsible for all winter and summer
maintenance associated with their activities.

Roads and related facilities maintained for winter use must be designed
and maintained to protect investment, resources, and to ensure public

safety.

National Forest System roads and related facilities will not normally
be maintained (i.e. plowed) for winter highway vehicle use by the
public unless specifically designated to support winter use.

Vegetation Management

Also see Chapter 3 for required management area-specific direction.

5-1

S-2

S-3

S-4

The maximum size of temporary openings created by even-aged
management is limited to 30 acres.

Whole tree removal is limited to soils with sufficient nutrient
concentration and nutrient replenishment capacity to support the new
or residual stand of vegetation, maintain soil productivity, and meet
other resource objectives.

All tops and limbs from harvested trees must be scattered and left on-
site when harvesting on outwash sands or soils shallow to ledge.

State of Maine and State of New Hampshire Best Management Practices
must be met or exceeded.

No more than 15 percent of the area of watersheds of first and second
order perennial streams should be treated with even-age regeneration
methods in a five year period.

Timber management prescriptions adjacent to trail corridors should
be modified to protect trail- and recreation-related values (e.g., uncut
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G-3

G-4

G-5

G-6

Water Resources

2-30

zones, slash disposal, trail relocation, and/or use of uneven-aged
management).

Timber stand improvement prescriptions may be implemented to
influence stand composition and development in order to attain
desired vegetative conditions. Practices should be consistent with
currently approved silvicultural guides.

New even-aged regeneration harvest should not be made adjacent to
previous regeneration areas until the average height of the first stand
is at least 15 feet.

Where exposure of mineral soil is expected, skid roads should generally
be located on grades of less than 20 percent, with only short steeper
pitches.

Final harvest cuts should be separated by a manageable stand at least
10 acres in size.

Harvesting in hardwood stands adjoining deer wintering areas should
occur during the winter when needed to provide browse.

Logging slash within 50 feet of a maintenance level 3 road, a trail, or
private property should be treated or removed. Slash may be treated
or removed at a greater distances when necessary to protect resource
values.

Wood residues from harvest activities should be made available for
firewood permittees when consistent with management area
objectives.

Also see Chapter 3 for required management area-specific direction.

Soil and Water Conservation Practices

5-1

S-2

S-3

S-4

Soil and Water Conservation Practices (FSH 2509.22) must be
developed and documented for activities that could affect water and
soil resources.

Water quality must be maintained and protected, except that some
discharges may be allowed if they are of limited extent and duration
and result in no more than temporary and short term changes in water
quality. Such activities shall not permanently degrade water quality
or result at any time in water quality lower than that necessary to
protect the existing and designated uses. Such temporary and short
term degradation is only allowed when all practical and appropriate
Soil and Water Conservation Practices are used to reduce impacts to
water quality.

Effective, proven methods (e.g., silt fencing) to reduce concentrated
runoff and erosion from construction activities must be used.

Where used, sediment traps must be maintained until disturbed sites
and/or cut and fill slopes are stabilized.



S-5

5-6

G-1

G-2

G-3

Chapter 2— Forest-Wide Management Direction

Permanent stream crossings must be designed to pass the bankfull
discharge unimpeded.

Fords must not be used on perennial streams, except on a temporary
basis during construction, unless approved for administrative use at
designated locations with appropriate mitigations.

New or reconstructed features (e.g., ditches and water bars) intended
to capture runoff water should be designed to drain into areas suitable
for trapping sediment and not directly into streams, wetlands, and
vernal pools.

To minimize turbidity where construction activity occurs in
intermittent or perennial watercourses, such activity should be isolated
from the streamflow or carried out during low flow periods.

Cross drainage on roads and skid trails should use the spacing in the
appropriate state Best Management Practices.

Stream Crossings

G-1

G-2

G-3

G-8

Stream crossings of watercourses and riparian strips should be located
as close to perpendicular, and as straight, as is compatible with the
topography on either side.

Permanent stream crossings should cross at stream segments with
Riparian Types 12, 15, and 17.

All permanent new, redesigned, or reconstructed stream crossings and
other instream structures must be designed and constructed to pass
bank full flows, withstand expected flood flows, provide for the
passage of sediment, bedload, and woody material, and allow free
movement of resident aquatic life.

Culverts and bridges should be designed to pass bedload and woody
material.

Temporary stream crossings on perennial streams should be designed
to withstand at least a 25-year flood and pass bankfull flows.

During culvert and abutment installations, the disturbed site should
be isolated from the stream flow.

Where construction activity occurs in intermittent or perennial
watercourses, activities should be isolated from the streamflow or done
during low flow periods to minimize turbidity and other effects.

Stream crossings should be installed using techniques to keep
streambeds and banks intact.

Floodplains and Wetlands

5-1

G-1

New facilities or structures within the 100-year floodplain must be
designed to protect public safety and preserve the beneficial values of
floodplains.

New campgrounds and facilities should be located outside the 100-
year floodplain and wetlands.
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Wild and Scenic

Wildland Fire

2-32

G-2

G-3

G-4

G-5

Ensure, as much as possible, that natural drainage patterns are not
altered by management activities that negatively impact wetlands.

When implementing ground disturbing activities adjacent to or in
wetlands and floodplains, all practical mitigations should be used.

Fragmentation of floodplains and wetlands should be avoided when
planning corridors (e.g., for power lines, roads, or trails).

Wetlands should be managed across the Forest Service for “no net
loss.”

Water Uses

51

S-2

S-5

S-6
S-7

Projects that withdraw water from surface water features or
groundwater must ensure that water is maintained at levels that will
protect management uses and Forest resources, including aquatic
species, their habitats, and water quality.

A site-specific assessment and/or consultation with appropriate
agencies must be done to determine instream flow requirements and/
or water withdrawal limits.

Existing and designated instream water uses, and the level of water
quality necessary to protect those uses, must be maintained or
improved and protected.

State Best Management Practices (BMPs) for well drilling and
groundwater protection must be met or exceeded.

All well drilling operations must have the site contained during and
after well installation until the site stabilizes. This could include such
measures as a containment pit, adding a temporary well cap, installing
hay bales and silt fencing, and pumping overflow off-site or to a poly-
lined dumpster when necessary.

All wells must be constructed outside of wetlands and surface waters.

Well drilling materials and by-products must be contained and
prevented from moving into wetlands and surface waters.

Rivers

Also see Chapter 3 for required management area-specific direction.

5-1

Manage eligible rivers to maintain their classification and eligibility
until Congress designates the segments or decides not to designate
them (see Appendix C).

Also see Chapter 3 for required management area-specific direction.

S-1

Wildland fire use (WFU) implementation criteria must be described
in the Fire Management Plan before fire is managed under WFU.
Wildland fires that do not meet the established criteria will be managed
using the full range of suppression options available to confine, contain,
and control the fire.



Wildlife

S-2

G-1

G-2

G-3

G-4
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All ignitions must receive an appropriate management response
(suppression or wildland fire use) according to the Fire Management
Plan.

Fire planning should be integrated into all resource management plans
to ensure treatment objectives utilize fire in an appropriate manner
from both ecological and resource protection standpoints.

Fire suppression and prescribed fire impacts should be minimized by
implementing Minimum Impact Suppression Tactics as described in
the Interagency Standards for Fire and fire Aviation Operations.

Existing standing dead, and dead-and-down, woody material should
be retained and not damaged during fuel reduction activities unless
they are considered a safety hazard. This applies especially to large
(greater than or equal to eighteen inches DBH) hollow or rotten logs
and rotten stumps.

Best available smoke management practices should be used to assure
that prescribed fire will not result in adverse effects on public health
and safety, or visibility in Class I airsheds.

Also see Chapter 3 for required management area-specific direction.

Wildlife Habitat Management

S-1

S-2

G-1

G-2

G-3

Habitat management objectives must be developed for an individual
Habitat Management Unit (HMU) prior to implementation of
vegetative management in that HMU. These objectives must be based
onland capability, current condition in the HMU, and landscape needs
to meet management area objectives.

The Forest Service shall not introduce non-indigenous species except
as biological controls for invasive species.

Known active raptor nest areas must be protected. Extent of the
protection should be based on proposed management activities, human
activities existing before nest establishment, species, topography,
vegetative cover, and other factors. A no-disturbance buffer of at least
66 feet is required around nest sites from nest-site selection to fledging
(generally March through July); exceptions may occur for some
management activities when animals are adapted to human activity.
At many sites, conditions will result in the need for a larger buffer to
provide adequate protection.

Habitat should be managed according to guidance provided in the
Forest’s Terrestrial Habitat Management reference document.

Oak-pine and hemlock habitats should be retained on the landscape,
but not all existing stands need to be maintained.

Maintain or enhance tree species diversity within stands, except when
a stand is converted to aspen-birch, which reduces tree species diversity
in the stand but provides a key habitat on the landscape. This includes
retaining components of yellow birch and other minor species, and
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2-34

G-4

G-5

G-9

retaining at least a few softwoods in hardwood stands and a few
hardwoods in softwood stands where possible.

Even-aged regeneration harvest in spruce-fir and mixedwood habitats
should occur only where softwood regeneration would be expected
based on ecological land type or other conditions. Exceptions include
when trying to create or maintain aspen-birch habitat, or when salvage
harvesting after a large-scale disturbance.

Patches of regeneration forest habitat less than five acres in size should
be created only in close proximity to other patches of regeneration
habitat; grouping makes small habitat patches suitable for a number
of species associated with regeneration forest habitat. Larger patches
may be grouped or spread out within an HMU, depending on project
objectives, forest type distribution, accessibility, and other resource
concerns.

Group selection harvest should be emphasized in deer wintering areas
(deeryards). Other management methods that would retain dense
cover while providing pockets of browse can also be used if group
selection is not appropriate.

Roads, trails, and new facilities should be located outside of deer
wintering areas.

Gated roads may be opened seasonally to allow access to hunting or
fishing areas, if resource concerns permit and if consistent with Forest
Plan direction.

Multi-year surveys of air space used by birds and bats should be
conducted prior to permitting wind tower applications.

G-10 When structures that exceed the height of the adjacent canopy (e.g.,

cell towers) are proposed, mitigation measures to deter collisions by
birds, bats, and other wildlife species should be implemented.

G-11 Protection of sensitive habitats, such as wetlands, and den and nest

sites for key species, should be considered for protection at the project-
level.

Nuisance Wildlife

S-1

S-2

G-1

All dumpsters, garbage cans, and recycling bins at developed
recreation sites must be wildlife-resistant.

At developed and backcountry sites with known problems, actions
must be taken to alleviate the wildlife-human conflict. If these measures
do not work, trapping or other measures may be used to remove the
problem animal in coordination with state agencies. A process for
addressing conflicts and recommended preventative measures are
documented in the White Mountain National Forest Protocol to Avoid
Wildlife-Human Conflicts.

Preventative measures and education should be used to minimize
wildlife-human conflicts.




G-2

G-3

G-4
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To the degree feasible, campers, hikers, and day-use visitors should
be advised when there is a known nuisance wildlife problem in
developed or backcountry areas near where they are recreating.

Information about proper food storage should be available to campers
and recreationists at recreation sites.

When education and deterrents do not eliminate wildlife-human
conflicts, or when necessary to maintain public safety, dispersed or
developed recreation sites may be closed by Forest Supervisor’s Order.

Wildlife Openings

5-1

G-1

The value of wildlife trees, snags, and down logs must be considered
during development of burn plans for wildlife openings.

Alternate uses of wildlife openings should be limited, and should be

designed and timed to reduce impacts to the habitat value of the

opening.

a. When a wildlife opening is used for other purposes, such as a
helicopter site, it must be restored to the condition it was in prior
to that use.

b. Special uses and events are not allowed in a wildlife opening if
they alter the habitat value of the opening.

c. Camping in wildlife openings should be discouraged.

Wildlife Reserve Trees

5-1

S-2

G-1

G-2

When harvest reduces the basal area of a stand below thirty square
feet per acre, uncut patches totaling five percent of the harvested area
must be retained, with each at least one quarter acre in size.

When timber harvest will leave basal area above thirty square feet per
acre, at least six cavity and/or snag trees per acre must be retained.
These leave trees should include at least one wildlife tree and three
trees exceeding twelve inches DBH per acre when feasible. In areas
lacking such cavity trees and snags, trees of the largest available
diameters with defects likely to lead to cavity formation should be
retained.

Uncut patches retained under S-1 should be located to encompass as
many wildlife trees, snags greater than or equal to nine inches DBH,
other trees with cavities or broken tops, and bear-clawed beech as
possible. A wildlife tree or snag greater than eighteen inch DBH may
be used as a nucleus. In areas lacking suitable cavity trees and snags,
trees of the largest available diameters with defects likely to lead to
cavity formation should be retained.

When possible, uncut patches retained under S-1 and leave trees
retained under S-2 should be placed within three hundred feet of open
wetlands, ponds, riparian areas, or wildlife openings greater than five
acres in size.
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2-36

G-3 Existing standing dead, and dead-and-down woody material, should
be retained and not damaged during Forest management activities
unless they are considered a safety hazard or the area is being
permanently removed from a forest condition (for example, parking
lot construction). This applies especially to large (greater than or equal
to eighteen inches DBH) hollow or rotten logs and rotten stumps,

G-4 Cull material from harvested trees, especially hollow logs, should be
left in the woods.

Forestry pioneers studying five-year-old slash on the northwest slope of Mt.
Carrigain, 1919, in what is now the Pemigewasset Wilderness. From left:
Henry S. Graves, then Chief of the U.S. Forest Service; |.J. Fritz, WMNF
Forest Supervisor, 1918-1923; Franklin Reed, District Forester; Philip W.
Ayres, SPNHF Forester; Allen Chamberlain of the Boston Transcript,
SPNHF officer; and District Ranger C.B. Shiffer. (WMNF photo)
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MA 2.1 — General Forest Management

Purpose

1.  Provide high quality sawtimber and other timber products on a
sustained yield basis.

Provide a balanced mix of habitats for wildlife species.

Provide opportunities for a full mix of recreation opportunities, from
low-use hiking trails to highly developed campgrounds, and ROS
objectives, varying from urban to semi-primitive motorized in different
locations and sometimes varying by season or presence of management
activities.

4. Manage high-use or highly developed recreation areas to acceptable
social and ecological standards; manage to retain some low-use and
less developed areas.

Desired Condition of the Land

The Forest will be a mix of deciduous and coniferous forest stands of various
types. The stands will vary in size, shape, height, and tree species. Both
even-aged and uneven-aged harvest techniques will be used. As a result,
two different conditions will occur among the stands: some stands will
consist of trees of about the same age and size; the remaining stands will
consist of a mix of tree sizes and ages ranging from seedlings to very large,
mature trees.

Silvicultural practices will be used to meet timber, ecological, visual, and
recreation objectives. Most stands will provide high quality sawtimber.
Suitable habitat will be provided for a variety of wildlife and plant species.
TES species and Outstanding Natural Communities will be conserved.
Habitat at the landscape level will include a sustainable mix of young and
mature forest. Permanent and temporary openings will occur across the
landscape in shapes and sizes that are consistent with scenic objectives in
an area. All communities that would naturally be present will be managed
so that they are maintained or enhanced.

Along major road corridors, large diameter trees of different species with a
variety of bark and foliage characteristics will predominate. Numerous views
of broad, changing landscapes will be provided along roads and trails. Views,
ecological processes, and management practices will be interpreted at
stationary vista sites.

Recreation opportunities will be diverse, including activities such as hiking,
mountain biking, driving for pleasure, snowmobiling, hunting and fishing,
roadside camping, and developed camping. Some roads and trails will
receive limited use, while others will be heavily used at certain times.
Campground development levels will vary among sites, with some offering
limited facilities and others providing more amenities. The location of
various types and levels of recreation development will be determined by
the Recreation Opportunity Spectrum (ROS) objective assigned to specific
areas as well as by public demand and feasibility. ROS objectives will include
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rural, roaded natural, semi-primitive motorized. Within these ROS
objectives, there will be substantial non-motorized recreation opportunities.

Noticeable human activity in these areas will differ from very evident to
absent.

Permanent and temporary roads will provide access to meet land
management objectives. Major road corridors will be open for public use.
Other roads will be open occasionally to provide for activities such as
firewood gathering or hunting access. Most roads will be closed to public
vehicular traffic. Selected areas may have snowmobile trails.

Log skidding then and now: horses drag logs at Waterville Valley ca. 1938; at right, a modern
skidder at the Clear Brook timber sale. (WMNF photos by Bluford W. Muir, Forrest Seavey)
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See Chapter 2, Forest-wide standards and guidelines, for additional required direction
in each program area.

G-1 Emergency and project-related motorized administrative use may be
allowed. Project-related motorized administrative use should consider
potential impacts to social conditions and ecological resources in the
area.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

Special Uses
S-1 Designated communication sites are prohibited.

G-1 New communication use permits may be authorized on a case-by-
case basis if they are attached to existing facilities and consistent with
visual quality standards, Recreation Opportunity Spectrum
requirements, and management area objectives.

G-2 Wind towers may be considered.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

G-1 Vegetative manipulation may be implemented to protect or improve
habitat for threatened, endangered, or sensitive species.

G-1 Recreation management activities will match the ROS Class objectives
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Riparian/Aquatic

Scenery
Management

provided in this management area. Recreation management activities
themselves should not drive the ROS Class from a less developed to a
more developed Class. For example, a paved trail should not be
constructed in an area with a semi-primitive motorized objective. ROS
objectives in this management area include:

a. Areas adjacent to, and within one half mile of, Interstate, state,
town, and National Forest System roads open to public vehicular
use should have recreation management activities consistent with
urban, rural, or roaded natural ROS objectives. The specific ROS
objective depends on the individual road classification and related
development on National Forest or adjacent private lands.

b. Areas adjacent and within one half-mile of National Forest System
roads closed to public vehicular use should have recreation
management activities consistent with the roaded natural ROS
objective. During the winter months, some of these roads become
part of the snowmobile trail system.

c. Areas generally beyond one half-mile of roads open to public
vehicular use should have recreation management activities
consistent with the semi-primitive motorized ROS objective.
During timber harvesting, some areas may temporarily appear
roaded natural due to the presence of people, equipment, and
reconstructed roads. But when timber activities are not present
and during summer months when there is no motorized
recreation, much of this management area will appear as SPNM.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

G-1

G-2

G-3

In evaluating cumulative effects for viewed landscapes from
established concern level 1, open, higher elevation viewpoints
affording expansive or large scale views, no more than 9 percent of
the acreage within the view should be treated with regeneration
vegetation management activities within a 30 year period. Total area
affected during any one entry period with new regeneration treatment
should not exceed 4 percent of the acreage. Assessment may need to
be made from multiple viewpoints (that view a common land base).
The assessment will apply to each view separately.

VisualFX or similar computer graphics/simulation software should
be used to design and evaluate visibility of proposed regeneration
cuts, especially when viewed from higher elevation or superior
viewpoints.

For areas with a “High” Scenic Integrity Objective, created openings
should be minimally evident from trail, road, or use area vantage
points. Maximum observed size should not exceed 4-5 acres. If
openings occur, they should appear as natural occurrences and be well-
distributed in the viewed landscape.

MA 2.1 General Forest Management
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The General Forest Management area (MA 2.1) offers a
broad range of recreational activities. Dogsledding (WMNF
photo by Terry Miller); Bowhunting (WMNF photo by
Forrest Seavey); Canoeing on Long Pond (WMNF photo by
Kathie Fife); Backpacking on the Zealand Trail (WMNF
photo by Forrest Seavey); RV and tent camping at Hancock
Campground (WMNF photos by Forrest Seavey)
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G-4

G-7

For areas with a “Moderate” Scenic Integrity Objective, and viewed
from superior viewpoints, clearcuts and other noticeable openings
should be informal in distribution and designed to be in scale with
the observed landscape.

Observed opening acreages will vary under different situations and
in relationship to the viewing position. As a starting point, observed
acreages of approximately 10 acres normally achieve a Moderate Scenic
Integrity Objective.

In general, larger-sized openings relate better to existing landscape
character when placed at lower elevations (Valley Bottom Land Type
Association).

For projects where group cutting is the preferred prescription, and
views from a superior viewpoint are a concern, groups should be laid
out in an informal distribution pattern and varied in size.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

G-1

G-3

Harvest restrictions, such as time of day, day of the week, or season,
should be considered in high-use recreation areas or other sensitive
areas, such as private residences, on a case-by-case basis.

The use of chemicals for Timber Stand Improvement (TSI) or site
preparation may be allowed as per label specifications and in
accordance with appropriate Forest Service handbook and manual
direction. Proper mitigation procedures for resource protection will
be utilized.

When artificial regeneration is prescribed it should be initiated within
two years of the harvest cut. Site preparation for planting may include
manual, prescribed fire, chemical, or mechanical methods.

Selection cuts should be made on a 15- to 20-year entry interval,
depending on individual site conditions.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

5-1
G-1

Wildland fire use (WFU) is prohibited.

Prescribed fire may be used.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.
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MA 5.1 — Wilderness

Purpose

1.  Manage as part of the National Wilderness Preservation system in
accordance with the Wilderness Act of 1964, the Eastern Wilderness
Act and individual Wilderness enabling legislations.

2. Provide a range of Wilderness values including social, scientific,
ecological, and recreational.

3. Recognize the particular importance of maintaining Wilderness
character within the northeast, including the character of an
untrammeled landscape, where population pressures are intense and
the overall landscape has been heavily modified.

4. Allow natural ecological events to progress without modification or
manipulation where feasible.

Desired Condition of the Land

Management Area 5.1 will be composed of Congressionally-designated
Wilderness. While Eastern Wilderness includes lands that have been
modified through logging and other human actions over hundreds of years,
the current natural ecological processes will be allowed to take place. The
forest will be a product of natural succession. Large- and small-scale change
will occur through natural events, such as wind disturbance or ice storms.
In addition to natural processes within terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems,
those Wildernesses that contain Class I airsheds (Great Gulf and Presidential
Range/Dry River) will be managed to recognize air quality as integral to
ecosystem health.

The Forest objective for Wilderness is to manage the areas to standard in
accordance with the Wilderness Management Plan and national direction.
In order to provide a range of Wilderness recreation opportunities and to
protect low-use areas, Wildernesses will be divided into four zones labeled
A (generally the lowest-use zone), B, C, and D (generally the highest-use
zone). Each zone will be managed for its unique attributes, with goals and
thresholds in place to prevent degradation of Wilderness character.
Wilderness zones with high recreation use will be managed to maintain
their values as sources of inspiration for the large surrounding populations,
while having standards preventing unacceptable social or ecological impacts.
Low-use Wilderness zones will be managed to maintain their low use; use
will not be dispersed from high- to low-use areas by management actions.
Interaction between users will vary by Wilderness, by specific places within
each Wilderness, and by season of use. In general, use will be concentrated
around trail corridors. Away from trails and in low use Wilderness zones,
evidence of, and interaction with, other users will be low. Facilities and
designated campsites may be present, when necessary, to protect Wilderness
character, but natural processes will take precedence over recreation
objectives.
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Managerial controls will be kept to a minimum, and used only as necessary
to protect ecological and social values. Wilderness will be accessible by foot
or other non-motorized, non-mechanized means.

Entering the Presidential Range/Dry River Wilderness (WMNF photo by Terry Miller)
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Standards and Guidelines

General

MA 5.1 Wilderness

See Chapter 2, Forest-wide standards and guidelines, for additional required direction
in each program area.

S-1 Management direction for both the Appalachian Trail (MA 8.3) and
Wilderness (MA 5.1) must apply where the AT crosses through
Wilderness. Where direction differs, the more restrictive standards and
guidelines must apply.

S-2 Management direction for both the Alpine Zone (MA 8.1) and
Wilderness (MA 5.1) must apply where Wilderness contains portions
of the Alpine Zone. Where direction differs, the more restrictive
standards and guidelines must apply.

S-3  Group size is limited to 10 people.

S-4 Consistent with Wilderness designation, only non-motorized activities
are allowed.

S-5 Line officers may authorize motorized administrative use for
emergencies as indicated in Table 3-01.

Table 3-01. Motorized Administrative Use Approvals by Activity

Motorized Use Request Approval Authority
Chainsaws and portable pumps Forest Supervisor
Helicopter use and landing sites Forest Supervisor
Fire retardant drops from aircraft Forest Supervisor
All Terrain vehicles Forest Supervisor
Bulldozers, excavators, and similar Regional Forester
heavy equipment

S-6  The minimum tool concept must be used to guide management actions,
including motorized administrative use in non-emergency situations.

G-1 Nonconforming structures should be evaluated for their historical and
cultural values. They may be retained if 1) they do not threaten public
safety or resource protection, 2) their cultural value is integral to that
of Wilderness, or 3) they reflect Wilderness character.

G-2 Permission should not be given for helicopter flights over Wilderness,
except for emergency use or when demonstrated to be the minimum
tool necessary to meet Wilderness goals and objectives.

G-3 Wilderness management and recreation management should follow
the White Mountain National Forest Wilderness Management Plan,
including implementation of a zoned management strategy using
Zones A-D (see Appendix E).
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3-12

Accessibility

Air Quality

Geologic and

Mineral

Education and Interpretation

S-1 Management must emphasize the education messages outlined in the
Wilderness Management Plan, including targeting the appropriate Leave
No Trace and hikeSafe messages.

G-1 Posted public safety messages and signs (other than directional trail
signs) or focused interpretive programs should be provided outside
of Wilderness. Posted public safety messages may be used in
Wilderness to mitigate an unusual or extraordinary public safety
hazard.

G-2 Public education about Class I Airsheds should be encouraged.

Public Health and Pollution Control
G-1 Public potable water systems should not be provided.
G-2 Human waste disposal facilities should be provided only at existing

overnight facilities. If concentrations of dispersed campsites threaten
water quality, they should be removed.

G-3 When provided, human waste disposal facilities should be consistent
with current backcountry waste management technology and
Wilderness values.

Wilderness Restoration
G-1 Restoration efforts should be site-specific and small scale, such as
rehabilitating campsites or other sites impacted by recreation.

G-2 Ecosystem restoration should be considered only if the need is causally
linked to human-induced changes, and if those changes pose a
significant threat to resources outside of Wilderness.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

G-1 The Great Gulf and Presidential Range/Dry River Wilderness Class I
Airsheds should be managed to protect air quality related values
(AQRVs) such as visibility, vegetation, and water quality.

G-2 The IMPROVE (Interagency Monitoring of Protected Visual
Environments) site at Camp Dodge, or similar substitute technology,
should be maintained to monitor air quality in Class I Wilderness in
the White Mountain National Forest.

Leasable (Commercial) Minerals
S-1 These lands are withdrawn from mineral extraction activities.

Mineral Materials (Common Variety)
S-1 Development of common variety mineral sites is prohibited.

MA 5.1 Wilderness
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Chapter 3— Management Area Direction

Recreational Rock and Mineral Collecting

S-1 Surface-disturbing recreational rock and mineral collecting is
prohibited.

G-1 Historic sites and artifacts, even if considered nonconforming
structures, should be undisturbed except where they threaten public
safety or resource protection.

Special Uses

S-1 New Special Use facilities are prohibited except as allowed for by any
provisions in Congressional designation of any specific Wilderness.

S-2 On-the-ground military exercises are prohibited in Wilderness.

S-3  The Forest will work cooperatively with the military and the publicin
reducing the impacts of low-level military training flights.

G-1 Research permits may be allowed if 1) research can be done without

compromising Wilderness character, or 2) research is Wilderness-
dependent.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

S-1

G-1

G-2

S-1

S-2

Manual control must be considered as the first choice of eradication.

Chemical control methods, if deemed necessary, should be used
through direct application. Broadcast application of herbicides or
pesticides should be used only if direct application is not working.

Biological controls should be used only when the effectiveness of other
control methods will not achieve site-specific eradication objectives.

Vegetation manipulation to protect or improve habitat for threatened,
endangered, or sensitive species is prohibited.

Management actions, such as dispersing use or increasing
developments, must not result in a change along the Recreation
Opportunity Spectrum or Wilderness Management zone scale from
less- to more-developed. For example, management actions must not
change a zone from A to B, B to C, or C to D.

Geocaching is prohibited.
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3-14

Use Administration

S-1

G-1

G-2

G-4

G-5

G-6

Signs are permitted only for resource protection and public safety
according to zone direction.

Numbers of users may be limited to provide opportunities for solitude
and low to moderate contact with other groups or individuals.

Visitor use may be managed by informing visitors of alternative
opportunities outside of Wilderness, restricting access to the
Wilderness, limiting length of stay, limiting group size, and/or
instituting a permit system.

Camping is permitted in all areas consistent with zone designations,
unless restricted by a Forest Supervisor’s Order.

The use of wood or charcoal fires may be limited as necessary to protect
Wilderness character.

Only those improvements needed to protect and manage the
Wilderness resource, or that address an unusual and extraordinary
public safety hazard, should be constructed. The improvements must
be consistent with zone designations.

The number and type of improvements, such as trails, footbridges,
and signs, should be kept to a minimum and be consistent with zone
designations.

Overnight Facilities

S-1
S-2

S-3

S-5

S-6
G-1

G-2

Construction of new overnight facilities is prohibited.

Existing facilities must be assessed to determine whether recreation
impacts, or historical or cultural significance, warrants retention or
removal.

Existing overnight facilities that are not identified in area-enabling
legislation must be removed if they can no longer meet health and
safety standards without full replacement, and if they are not needed
for resource protection.

An existing facility determined eligible for the National Register of
Historic Places must be retained if this is the only way to adequately
preserve and protect its historical or cultural significance.

Shelters identified for retention must be maintained. Native materials
are to be used, if possible, for maintenance and repair. Non-native
materials may be used only if native material is unavailable or
impractical. Materials are to be replaced in-kind. Any materials used
should be durable, and should blend closely with the natural
surroundings.

Facilities must not exist outside Zone D.

Overnight facilities identified in the area-enabling legislation should
be retained.

Overnight facilities not identified in area-enabling legislation should
be retained if removal would increase recreation impacts on an area

MA 5.1 Wilderness
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where those impacts are currently well mitigated by the shelter, and
those impacts are unlikely to be successfully mitigated through other
appropriate strategies.

G-3 Shelters not meeting historic or resource protection needs should be
removed.

G-4 For shelters that will be retained, every practical effort should be made
to minimize the presence of the shelter and its impact on the
surrounding area.

Rock and Ice Climbing
S-1 Wilderness is open unless closed to rock, ice, and mixed climbing.

S-2 The use of power drills is prohibited.
S-3 Storing equipment, including fixed ropes, is prohibited.

S-4 Installation of fixed protection, including webbing, bolts, or pitons, is
prohibited on new climbing routes.

G-1 Existing fixed protection on established climbing routes may be
replaced consistent with Forest-wide standards and guidelines, as
necessary to preserve known routes and to protect visitor safety.

Special Uses—Recreation Specific

S-1  Outfitter/guide permits will be issued only where they are consistent
with Wilderness zone descriptions, as described below.

a. Because Zone A should have the lowest levels of recreation use
and the fewest recreation-related impacts, outfitter/guide use is
prohibited in Zone A.

b. Because Zone B requires the highest level of primitive camping
skills, permits will be issued only to those applicants whose trip
leaders have documented certification as Leave No Trace masters
or trainers. Since the density of use is low in this zone, the fewest
number of permits will be issued.

c. To prevent proliferation of campsites beyond established
standards, outfitter/guide permits for overnight use in Zone C will
be limited to designated or established campsites. Permits for day
use will be issued only if that use is consistent with zone standards.
To keep use within expected levels, this zone should have the next
fewest permits issued.

d. To protectadjacent areas and to minimize proliferation of campsites
beyond established standards, permits for overnight use in Zone
D will be limited to designated or established campsites. Permits
for day use will be issued only if that use is consistent with zone
standards. Because this zone has the greatest concentration of
campsites and can accommodate the highest number of users, this
zone should have the highest number of outfitter/guide permits.

S-2 Use in any zone must not be allowed to increase beyond a level that
can be accommodated within established standards.
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Management

S-3

S-4
S-5

Outfitter/guide permits must not disperse use from high- to low-use
areas.

Permits for competitive or recreation events are prohibited.

Permits for new recreation facilities are prohibited.

Trail Construction, Reconstruction, and Maintenance

S-1
S-2

S-3

S5-4

G-1

Zone A has no trails. Trails are prohibited.

Zone B must be managed according to FSH Level I standards and
according to primitive ROS standards.

Zones C and D must be managed according to FSH Level I standards
and according to semi-primitive ROS standards.

Consistent with zone descriptions, fords must be used for drainage
crossing, except where public health and safety or resource protection
requires a bridge.

Trail construction, reconstruction, and maintenance should be
consistent with the appropriate Wilderness zone management
direction.

Bridge materials should be native or natural in appearance to minimize
contrast with the natural setting. Non-native materials such as
dimensional lumber, bolts, cables, or steel stringers may be allowed
when necessary.

Trail Management and Operation

51

S-2

G-1

Signs must be used consistent with zone descriptions. Trail signs must
indicate only the trail name, direction of travel, destination,
maintaining organization (if applicable), and USFS.

Cairns, limited scree walls, blazing, and directional arrow signs must
be used only when the summer trail tread is not easily discernible, for
resource protection, or to mitigate an unusual or extraordinary public
safety hazard. Cairns and limited scree walls should be used in
preference to blazing.

Trails may be added or eliminated to protect Wilderness character.

Appalachian Trail

51

S-1

Management direction contained in Management Area 8.3,
Appalachian Trail, and MA 5.1, Wilderness, applies. Where there is a
conflict, the stricter standards must be followed.

Fish stocking is prohibited, unless prescribed in an interagency plan
to reintroduce indigenous strains of fish.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.
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S-1
G-1

S-1

Chapter 3— Management Area Direction

Roads are prohibited.

Parking lots for trails that access Wilderness should not be expanded
or constructed solely to accommodate increased recreation use.

Timber management is prohibited.

Insects and Disease

G-1

G-2

The natural process of native insect and disease outbreaks in
Wilderness should be controlled only when justified by predicted loss
of resource values on bordering private or public lands.

Pesticide use may be allowed after a “minimum tool” analysis has
been conducted and when deemed necessary to prevent significant
losses to resource values on bordering private or public lands, or to
control non-native invasive species.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

S-1

S-2

S-3

S-1

The Wilderness Fire Management Plan must recognize natural fire as
a natural ecological process. Lightning-ignited fires will be managed
as wildland fire use, as described in the Fire Management Plan, under
conditions and criteria that constitute low risk to firefighter and public
safety.

An appropriate management response to human-caused fires must
follow the Wilderness Fire Management Plan, which includes careful
consideration of suppression strategies to minimize impacts to
Wilderness.

Prescribed fire is prohibited.

A resource advisor should be used for all fires in Wilderness.

Since habitat must be a result of natural process only, wildlife habitat
improvement projects are prohibited.
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Above. Former Mt Osceola fire lookout
tower, ca. 1954. Right. Fire lookout on
Mt Hale in 1939 uses an alidade to help
triangulate a fire location. The use of fire
lookout towers ended on the White
Mountain National Forest about 1969.
(WMNF photos, above unknown, at
right by B.W. Muir)
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MA 6.1 — Semi-Primitive Recreation

Purpose

1.  Emphasize hiking, backpacking, and related foot trail use.

2. Provide for motorized trail use in winter.

Desired Condition of the Land

Lands will be accessible by foot and other non-motorized means, such as
skis, snowshoes, or mountain bikes. In the winter, access by snowmobile
and ATV may be allowed on designated trails. Recreation facilities such as
cabins and tent platforms may be present, but will complement the desired
recreation experience. Facilities such as utility corridors and other special
uses will be permitted, provided they are compatible with the semi-primitive
character of the area.

Recreation impacts will be managed with the minimum managerial controls
necessary to protect natural resources such as water quality and threatened,
endangered, and sensitive plants or wildlife, and to maintain the desired
recreation experiences.

Motorized trail use is limited to the winter months, and will be confined to
trail corridors and at occasional recreation facilities. The number of people
present will vary by location. Portions of this management area may show
evidence of high use while other locations will exhibit low use. Use is
concentrated on trail corridors. In winter, there will be obvious evidence of
trail signs, grooming, and snowmobiles on motorized trails. Some evidence
of motorized use, such as sound, may go beyond trail corridors. Away from
trails, the presence of other people will generally be low.

The landscape will be natural appearing. Extensive stands of northern
hardwoods and conifers will dominate. These stands will contain a mix of
tree sizes and ages, visually dominated by mature trees. There will also be
signs of naturally appearing disturbances and openings. Signs of human
use will be confined largely to trail corridors and areas around recreation
facilities.

Although permanent roads are generally prohibited, there are several places
where roads are present and accepted as a non-conforming use.

3-19



White Mountain National Forest — Land and Resource Management Plan

Standards and Guidelines

General

Accessibility
Air Quality

Geologic and
Mineral

Heritage

Lands

Native American
Relations

3-20

See Chapter 2, Forest-wide standards and guidelines, for additional required direction
in each program area.

G-1 Project-related and emergency motorized administrative use may be
allowed. This use should consider potential impacts to social conditions
and ecological resources in the area. Where applicable, project-related
motorized administrative use will be timed to minimize social and
ecological impacts.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

Leasable (Commercial) Minerals
S-1. Surface disturbing activities are prohibited.

Mineral Materials (Common Variety)
S-1. New development of common variety minerals is prohibited.

Recreational Rock and Mineral Collecting
Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

Special Uses
S-1. Designated communication sites are prohibited.

S-2. All communication use permits not attached to existing facilities are
prohibited.

S-3. Wind towers are prohibited.

G-1. New communication use permits may be authorized on a case-by-
case basis if they are attached to existing facilities and consistent with
visual quality standards, Recreation Opportunity Spectrum
requirements, and management area objectives.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

MA 6.1 Semi-Primitive Recreation
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Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

G-1

G-2

5-1

S-2

S-3

Vegetation manipulation may be implemented to protect or improve
habitat for threatened, endangered, or sensitive species, but is limited
to small-scale activities. Vegetation manipulation to promote Bicknell’s
thrush habitat may be allowed to compensate for loss of habitat caused
by other resource activities or as part of a limited research project
designed to evaluate the effectiveness of artificially improving habitat.

Snowmobile trail use should be managed for the SPM ROS objective.
This is an accepted inconsistency to the SPNM ROS objective of this
management area.

Route 112, Jefferson Notch Road, Route 16, and the East Side road,
where they pass through this management area, are recognized as
inconsistencies to the ROS Class objective. They are acceptable, but
where feasible will be managed to minimize impacts on the SPNM
experience.

Non-motorized transportation must be used for stocking, except for
stocking from the air.

Atlantic salmon restoration will be accomplished within cooperative
agreement standards.

Fish habitat structures, if used, must be created from materials that
blend with the surrounding area and do not detract from the natural
landscape.

Stocking of indigenous species may be allowed consistent with Forest-
wide standards and guidelines.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

S5-1

S-1.

No new roads, other than temporary roads, will be constructed .

Scheduled commercial timber harvest is prohibited. Forestlands in this
management area are classified as “not suited for timber production.”
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S-2. Timber harvesting activities for salvage operations and other
management actions for insect and disease control is allowed.

S-3. Where salvage operations do occur, timber management practices must
be in accordance with Forest-wide standards and guidelines for
Vegetation Management and Management Area 2.1

Water Resources
Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

Wild and Scenic

Rivers
Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.
Wildland Fire
S-1. Wildland fire use (WFU) is allowed.
G-1. Prescribed fire may be used to maintain viability of fire-adapted
communities such as pine, oak, and oak-pine.
Wildlife

G-1. Habitat structures should not be constructed, but if used, must be
created from materials that blend with the surrounding area and do
not detract from the natural landscape.

Mountain bikers at
Snows Mtn,
Waterville Valley
(WMNF photo by
Forrest Seavey)
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MA 6.2 — Semi-Primitive Non-Motorized Recreation

Purpose

1.  Emphasize hiking, backpacking, and related foot trail recreational
opportunities, providing a relative sense of isolation and remoteness
in a predominantly natural or natural-appearing environment.

2. Manage for large expanses of relatively undisturbed landscapes.

Desired Condition of the Land

Lands assigned to this management area will be accessible by foot and other
non-motorized means, such as skis, snowshoes, or mountain bikes.
Motorized trails will not be present. Recreation facilities, such as cabins,
shelters, and tent platforms may be present, but must complement the
desired recreation opportunities.

Recreation impacts will be managed to protect such natural resources as
water quality and threatened, endangered, or sensitive plants or wildlife in
order to minimize visual disturbance and to preserve a sense of isolation
and remoteness. The minimum managerial controls necessary will be used
to maintain these areas to acceptable social and ecological standards.

Non-motorized dispersed use is the focus of this management area. The
number of people present will vary by location. Portions of this management
area may show evidence of high use while other locations will exhibit low
use. Use is concentrated in trail corridors, with low use found away from
trails.

The landscape will be natural appearing. Natural process will predominate.
Extensive stands of northern hardwoods and conifers will dominate. These
stands will contain a mix of tree sizes and ages, visually dominated by mature
trees. There will also be signs of naturally appearing disturbances and
openings. Signs of human use will be confined largely to trail corridors and
areas around recreation facilities.

This MA prohibits permanent roads, but there are several places where roads
are present and accepted as inconsistencies.

Hikers take a break in the

Mahoosuc Range

(WMNF photo by Ken

Allen)
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See Chapter 2, Forest-wide standards and guidelines, for additional required direction
in each program area.

G-1 Project-related and emergency motorized administrative use may be
allowed. This use should consider potential impacts to social conditions
and ecological resources in the area. Where applicable, project-related
motorized administrative use will be timed to minimize social and
ecological impacts.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

Leasable (Commercial) Minerals

S-1 These lands are administratively unavailable for mineral extraction
activities.

Mineral Materials (Common Variety)
S-1 New development of common variety minerals is prohibited.

Recreational Rock and Mineral Collecting
Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

Special Uses
S-1 Designated communication sites are prohibited.

S-2 Wind towers are prohibited.

S-3  All communication use permits not attached to existing facilities are
prohibited.

G-1 New communication use permits may be authorized on a case-by-
case basis if they are attached to existing facilities and consistent with
visual quality standards, ROS requirements, and management area
objectives.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

MA 6.2 Semi-Primitive Non-Motorized Recreation
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Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

G-1

5-1
G-1

S-1

S-2

S-3

G-1

Vegetation manipulation may be implemented to protect or improve
habitat for threatened, endangered, or sensitive species, but is limited
to small-scale activities.

Motorized trails are prohibited.

A semi-primitive non-motorized recreation opportunity is the
dominant objective. Some areas may be managed for primitive
recreation experience opportunities. Appalachian Mountain Club Huts
are recognized as acceptable inconsistencies in the semi-primitive
Recreation Opportunity Spectrum (ROS) class. They will be managed
to minimize the inconsistency.

Route 118, Route 113, and Route 16, where they pass through this
management area, are recognized as inconsistencies to the ROS Class
objective. They are acceptable, but where feasible will be managed to
minimize impacts on the SPNM experience. Route 302, where it passes
through this management area, is recognized as an acceptable RN
inconsistency that will be managed as RN.

Non-motorized transportation must be used for stocking, except for
stocking from the air.

Atlantic salmon restoration will be accomplished within cooperative
agreement standards.

Habitat structures, if used, must be created from materials that blend
with the surrounding area and do not detract from the natural
landscape.

Stocking of indigenous species may be allowed consistent with Forest-
wide standards and guidelines.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

S-1

Roads are prohibited. Existing roads under Forest Service jurisdiction
must be closed and revegetated.
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5-1

S-2

G-1

Scheduled commercial timber harvest is prohibited. Forestlands in this
management area are classified as “not suited for timber production.”

Timber harvesting activities for salvage operations, unless for non-
native invasive species (NNIS) treatment, are prohibited. Alternate
control of non-native insect and disease should be considered first if
consistent with management area goals and objectives.

The natural process of native insect and disease outbreaks should be
controlled only when justified by predicted loss of resource values on
bordering private or public lands. See additional direction under NNIS
for those species.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

51
G-1

5-1
G-1

Wildland fire use (WFU) is allowed.

Prescribed fire may be used to maintain viability of fire-adapted
communities such as pine, oak, oak-pine.

Creating or maintaining wildlife openings is prohibited.

Habitat structures should not be constructed, but if used, must be
created from materials that blend with the surrounding area and do
not detract from the natural landscape.

MA 6.2 Semi-Primitive Non-Motorized Recreation



MA 6.3 — Semi-Primitive Winter Motorized Recreation

Purpose

1.  Emphasize motorized trail recreation opportunities in the winter.

2. Recognize the Forest’s role in the statewide snowmobile systems.

Desired Condition of the Land

Snowmobiling in
Canaan; Mt. Cube
in the distance
(WMNF photo by
Kathie Fife)

There will be motorized trail use in the winter, confined to designated trail
corridors and at occasional recreation facilities. There will be obvious
evidence of trail signs, grooming, and snowmobiles on motorized trails in
the winter. Some evidence of motorized use, such as sound, may go beyond
trail corridors.

Use will be managed to prevent unacceptable impacts to other resources,
such as threatened, endangered, or sensitive plants and wildlife.

The landscape will be natural appearing. Natural processes will
predominate. Extensive stands of northern hardwoods and conifers will
dominate. These stands will contain a mix of tree sizes and ages, visually
dominated by mature trees. There will also be signs of naturally appearing
disturbances and openings.
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See Chapter 2, Forest-wide standards and guidelines, for additional required direction
in each program area.

G-1 Project-related and emergency motorized administrative use may be
allowed. This use should consider potential impacts to social conditions
and ecological resources in the area. Where applicable, project-related
motorized administrative use will be timed to minimize social and
ecological impacts.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

Leasable (Commercial) Minerals
S-1 Surface disturbing activities are prohibited.

Mineral Materials (Common Variety)
S-1 New development of common variety minerals is prohibited.

Recreational Rock and Mineral Collecting
Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

Special Uses
S-1 Designated communication sites are prohibited.

S-2 All communication use permits not attached to existing facilities are
prohibited.

S-3 Wind towers are prohibited.

G-1 New communication use permits may be authorized on a case-by-
case basis if they are attached to existing facilities and consistent with
visual quality standards, Recreation Opportunity Spectrum (ROS)
requirements, and management area objectives.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

MA 6.3 Semi-Primitive Winter Motorized Recreation
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Chapter 3— Management Area Direction

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

G-1

S-1

S-1

S-2

S-3

G-1

Vegetation manipulation may be implemented to protect or improve
habitat for threatened, endangered, or sensitive species, but is limited
to small-scale activities.

Semi-primitive non-motorized opportunities will be available year-
round as the predominant ROS objective. Primitive recreation
experience opportunities may be available in specific locations and at
particular times of the year.

Use on snowmobile trails should be managed for the SPM ROS
objective as an accepted inconsistency to the SPNM ROS objective of
this management area.

Non-motorized transportation must be used for stocking, except for
stocking from the air.

Atlantic salmon restoration will be accomplished within cooperative
agreement standards.

Habitat structures, if used, must be created from materials that blend
with the surrounding area and do not detract from the natural
landscape.

Stocking of indigenous species should be allowed, consistent with
Forest-wide standards and guidelines.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

Roads are prohibited. Existing roads under Forest Service jurisdiction
must be closed and revegetated.

Scheduled commercial timber harvest is prohibited. Forestlands in this
management area are classified as “not suited for timber production.”

Timber harvesting activities for salvage operations and for native insect
and disease control are prohibited.

Where fires are allowed, use of firewood is limited to on-site use of
dead and down wood.
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Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

S-1 Wildland fire use (WFU) is allowed.

G-1 Prescribed fire may be used to maintain the viability of fire-adapted
communities such as oak, pine, and oak-pine.

S-1 Creating or maintaining wildlife openings is prohibited.

G-1 Habitat structures should not be constructed, but if used, must be
created from materials that blend with the surrounding area and do
not detract from the natural landscape.

Alpine skiers at Wildcat Ski Area on the White Mountain National Forest
enjoy a spectacular view of Tuckerman Ravine and the Presidential Range
across Pinkham Notch. (WMNF photo by Joe Gill)

MA 6.3 Semi-Primitive Winter Motorized Recreation



MA 7.1 — Alpine Ski Areas

Purpose

Maintain the range of recreation opportunities by recognizing the potential
for alpine skiing, snowboarding, and year-round recreation activities at the
four alpine ski areas managed by the private sector under Special Use Permit
authority. Recognize the importance of current facilities in concentrating
use within small areas (less than 0.05 percent of total acreage) of the National
Forest.

Desired Condition of the Land

These areas will be highly developed. Loon Mountain, Attitash/Bear Peak,
and Waterville Valley Ski Areas are in close proximity to substantially
developed environments on adjacent private lands. Wildcat Ski Area,
surrounded by National Forest land, will not have this high level of
neighboring development. Large numbers of users may be present, sights
and sounds of human activity will be readily evident, and the interaction
between users will be moderate to high. Facilities are designed for use by a
large number of people. Facilities including parking lots, structures, and
utilities will be evident, and are designed to be compatible with the values
that make the area attractive to the users.

Management and operating practices are aimed at enhancing permitted
recreation activities at the area while protecting the natural resources and
visual characteristics.

Vegetation will be managed to meet the objectives of the alpine ski areas.

Each of these alpine ski areas is authorized by Special Use permit. The permit
is a legal document that defines the area, describes management of the full
range of recreation activities provided by the area, and incorporates resource
protection requirements. Special use permits must be consistent with Forest
Plan standards and guidelines, goals and objectives, and management area
direction.

The Appalachian National Scenic Trail Management Area (MA 8.3) and the
Alpine Ski Areas Management Area (MA 7.1) will not overlap.
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See Chapter 2, Forest-wide standards and guidelines, for additional required direction
in each program area.

Soil
S-1 All alpine ski area permit holders must have an approved erosion
control, drainage, and revegetation plan.

S-2  The Forest Engineer will approve dams for impoundments and
snowmaking ponds, which will be inspected and monitored consistent
with Federal and State regulations.

S-3 Design and engineering of facilities such as dams or impoundments
in geologic hazard zones (such as liquefaction subsoils) shall be subject
to the review and approval of a Forest Service engineer.

G-1 Nomore than approximately 600 total slope feet of contiguous exposed
mineral soil (equal to an area no greater than two acres, taking into
account slope and terrain) should occur on any ski trail, pipeline
corridor, or other utility.

G-2 Emergency and project-related motorized administrative use may be
allowed.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

Leasable (Commercial) Minerals

S-1 Subject to valid existing rights, all lands within the boundaries of ski
area permits are withdrawn from disposition under all mineral laws.
(Omnibus Parks and Public Lands Management Act of 1996 Title VII
Sect. 107(j)).

Mineral Materials (Common Variety)

S-1 Common variety minerals obtained from the permit area may be used
only within the permit area.

Recreational Rock and Mineral Collecting

S-1 Surface-disturbing recreational rock and mineral collecting is
prohibited.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

MA 7.1 Alpine Ski Areas



Chapter 3— Management Area Direction

Lands
Special Uses
G-1 Designated communication sites may be allowed.

G-2 Wind towers may be considered when their installation and operation
is compatible with existing and reasonably foreseeable ski area
operations.

G-3 New communication use permits may be authorized on a case-by-
case basis.

Native American
Relations

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

Non-Native
Invasive Species
G-1 Mowing or clearing of trails and trail edges should not occur between
May 1st and July 15th, except where the mowing is used as part of a
program to control invasive species.

Rare and Unique
Features

G-1 Vegetation manipulation may be implemented to protect or improve
habitat for threatened, endangered, or sensitive species.

Canada Lynx

G-2 To maintain snowshoe hare habitat when designing ski area
expansions, adequately sized coniferous intertrail islands with coarse
woody material retained should be included.

G-3 Ski operations in expanded or newly developed areas should be
evaluated and adjusted, in a manner consistent with operation needs,
to provide nocturnal foraging opportunities for lynx.

Recreation
G-1 Arural ROS experience opportunity is the dominant objective. In some
cases, adjacent private land development can be significantly
urbanized. Facilities should be designed, constructed, operated, and
maintained consistent with the ROS Class objective. Year-round
recreation use that is appropriate on National Forest lands is desirable
and encouraged at winter sports sites.

Trail Management and Administration

Appalachian Trail

S-1 The recreation values of the Appalachian National Scenic Trail that
runs along the upper boundary of the Wildcat Ski Area must be
considered in management actions in the Wildcat Ski Area
management area.
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Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

G-1

51

S-2

S-3

Agriculture Handbook 617, National Forest Landscape Management, Volume
2, (Chapter 7, Ski Areas) should be used for direction on how landscape
management techniques and principles can be used in the planning,
designing, and building processes to achieve and maintain desired
visual conditions.

Permittees must develop an on-mountain transportation plan for roads
and parking to be approved by the Forest Engineer and line officer.

Vegetation may be intensively managed for purposes including ski
area development and management, visual enhancement, and safety.

There will be no scheduled commercial timber harvest, but commercial
sales may be used to implement vegetation management activities
used to meet ski area objectives.

Vegetation management will be implemented within the requirements
of the Special Use permit and in accordance with operation, safety,
and development plans.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

51
G-1

51

Wildland fire use (WFU) is prohibited.

Prescribed fire may be used.

To promote forest regeneration in areas designated for tree skiing

(glade skiing), the use-cycle approach must be used, and protective
measures implemented, as described in a vegetation management plan.

Regeneration areas must be protected with strong and visible barriers.

MA 7.1 Alpine Ski Areas



MA 8.1 — Alpine Zone

Purpose

Recognize, conserve, and interpret the alpine and subalpine zone in the
Presidential Range and on Franconia Ridge for biological, aesthetic,
recreational, cultural, research, and monitoring values.

Desired Condition of the Land

The White Mountains have long been recognized as home to the largest
and most diverse alpine area east of the Rocky Mountains. The high
elevations and open conditions support a variety of alpine and subalpine
communities and attract countless visitors to enjoy the views or unique
recreation opportunities. While many species found in this alpine zone also
occur in the Canadian arctic, the White Mountains contain several plant
and animal species that are found in few, if any, other places. The Presidential
Range and Franconia Ridge are the largest blocks of alpine and subalpine
habitat on the Forest, and so are afforded special recognition and protection
as the Alpine Zone MA. Smaller alpine and subalpine areas also should be
protected, but they are not part of this management area because of their
small size and scattered distribution across the Forest.

These areas will continue to be dominated by low-growing alpine and
subalpine plants mixed with bedrock, talus, or gravel. Broad vegetative
groupings include heath barrens, snowbank communities, bogs, dwarf
shrub/sedge-rush tundra, heath-krummbholz, and kampfzone communities.
Most of this area occurs above 4,000 foot elevation. Changes to vegetation
will be primarily the result of natural processes.

Evidence of recent human activity will be limited primarily to hiking trails
and occasional recreational facilities, such as huts. Private inholdings, such
as the Mt. Washington Auto Road and Cog Railway, will remain visible.
There will be no roads on the Forest in this area. Natural processes will
predominate.

Emphasis will be placed on increasing awareness and stewardship of the
alpine resource (including those areas outside the mapped Alpine Zone
Management Area) through increased education and interpretation of this
special environment. The focus should be on alpine wildlife, plants, and
communities in the White Mountain National Forest, and human behaviors
that will minimize impacts to the alpine zone. An alpine ethic should be
emphasized that minimizes human impacts, including protecting plants,
proper disposal of trash and human waste, and staying on established trails.

The alpine zone will be managed for its unique recreation attributes with
goals and thresholds in place to prevent degradation of its unique biological,
cultural and aesthetic values. Areas of the alpine zone with high recreation
use will be managed to recognize their value as sources of inspiration for
the large surrounding populations, while also having standards to mitigate
social, biological, cultural, and aesthetic impacts. Low-use areas of the alpine
zone and low-use seasons will be managed to maintain their low use. Use
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will not be dispersed from high- to low-use areas. In general, use will be
concentrated around trail corridors and facilities. Away from trails and
facilities and in the winter season, evidence of and interaction with other
users will be low.

The primary recreational uses will be hiking and winter mountaineering,
and efforts will be made to confine use to designated trails or use areas. A
semi-primitive non-motorized experience is the dominant ROS Class
objective. Some areas will be managed for primitive recreation opportunities.

Hikers in the Alpine Zone (WMNF photo by Ken Allen)
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Chapter 3— Management Area Direction

Standards and Guidelines

See Chapter 2, Forest-wide standards and guidelines, for additional required direction
in each program area.

General

Accessibility

Air Quality

MA 8.1 Alpine Zone

S-1

S-2

S-3

G-1

G-2

G-4

G-5

G-6

If monitoring indicates declines in alpine communities because of
human use, mitigation actions must be taken.

Management direction for both the Appalachian Trail (MA 8.3) and
Alpine Zone (MA 8.1) must apply where the AT crosses through the
Alpine Zone. Where direction differs, the more restrictive standards
and guidelines must apply.

Management direction for both the Wilderness (MA 5.1) and Alpine
Zone (MA 8.1) must apply where Wilderness contains portions of the
Alpine Zone. Where direction differs, the more restrictive standards
and guidelines must apply.

Signing for resource protection or public safety may occur within the
alpine zone but should be minimized.

The emphasis for interpretive and educational signing should be at
trailhead kiosks and inside existing facilities.

The Forest should coordinate with volunteer, government, and non-
government groups on alpine education.

The Forest should emphasize the use of volunteer and Forest Service
alpine stewards to provide education and interpretation.

Consistent with ROS objectives, education and information delivery:

1. Should be concentrated primarily at visitor centers, classrooms,
and other off-Forest locations, or at trailhead and developed
facilities when delivery can be effectively accomplished at those
locations.

2. Toalesser degree, may be conducted at backcountry locations when
effective delivery cannot be accomplished at developed or
frontcountry locations.

Project-related motorized administrative use should not be allowed
except for management of existing Special Use permits. The Forest
Supervisor may authorize motorized administrative use for
emergencies.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.
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Features

Recreation

Leasable (Commercial) Minerals

5-1

These lands are administratively unavailable for mineral extraction
activities.

Mineral Materials (Common Variety)

5-1

Common variety mineral extraction is prohibited.

Recreational Rock and Mineral Collecting

S-1

All recreational rock and mineral collecting activities are prohibited.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

Special Uses

S-1 Designated communication sites are prohibited.

S-2 Wind towers are prohibited.

S-3  All communication use permits not attached to existing facilities are
prohibited.

G-1 New communication use permits may be authorized on a case-by-
case basis if they are attached to existing facilities and consistent with
visual quality standards, ROS requirements, and alpine zone objectives.

G-2 Permits for research activities should have restrictions necessary to

protect the unique resources in the Alpine Zone.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

G-1 High priority should be given to invasive species prevention and
eradication to maintain the unique intrinsic values of the native alpine
communities.

G-1 Vegetation manipulation may be implemented to protect or improve
habitat for threatened, endangered, or sensitive species, but is limited
to small-scale activities.

General

S-1 A semi-primitive non-motorized recreation experience opportunity is

MA 8.1 Alpine Zone



MA 8.1 Alpine Zone

Chapter 3— Management Area Direction

the dominant ROS class objective. Some areas will be managed for
primitive recreation experience opportunities.

Use Administration

S-1 Geocaching is prohibited.

S-2 Wood or charcoal fires are prohibited year-round.

S-3 Helicopter landing zones and drop zones must be approved in advance
except in emergencies, and should be placed to minimize ecological
impacts.

S-4 Camping is prohibited unless on two feet or more of snow cover.

S-5 Camping on frozen lakes is prohibited.

G-1 Hikers and their pets should be encouraged to stay on trails.

G-2 The Forest may close areas or limit use, including camping, skiing,
and hiking, as necessary to protect species and communities of concern.

Facilities

S-1 Additional backcountry facilities (huts, cabins, shelters, tent platforms,
and associated structures) on National Forest lands in the alpine zone
are prohibited.

S-2  Existing facilities and trails will be designed, constructed, operated,
and maintained consistent with the ROS class.

S-3 Appalachian Mountain Club huts in the alpine zone must be managed
consistent with the Special Use permit to minimize impacts of their
inconsistency with the designated ROS class. Also see Appalachian
Mountain Club Huts under Forest-wide direction (Chapter 2).

S-4 Expanding the capacity of existing backcountry facilities is prohibited.

S-5 Except for health, safety, and resource impact concerns, expanding

the physical structure of existing backcountry facilities is prohibited.

Trail Construction

S-1
S-2

G-1

Trail construction is prohibited.

Trail reconstruction in the alpine zone must follow White Mountain
National Forest Supplement 2309.18-2000-1, Chapter 2 Section 2.31,
addressing construction standards for trails in the alpine zone.

Reconstruction and relocation of existing trails are allowed only when
unacceptable resource impact exists that cannot be mitigated in any
other way.

Trail Maintenance and Operation

51

G-1

Trail maintenance and operation in the alpine zone must follow White
Mountain National Forest Supplement 2309.18-2001-3, Chapter 4
Section 4.29a, and addressing operation and maintenance standards
for trails in the alpine zone.

Maintenance Level 2 should be the general objective in the
management area (FSH 2309.18).
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Rivers

Wildland Fire

Wildlife

Special Uses — Recreation Specific

G-1 Recreation permits, including alpine flower walks, may be limited in
number or contain restrictions (such as group size limitations) as
necessary to protect species and communities of concern.

G-2 Recreation permits should not be authorized for off-trail use except
on two or more feet of snow.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

S-1 Impacts caused by Huts to the Scenic Integrity Objective of “Very High”
must be minimized.

S-1 Roads are prohibited.

S-1 Timber management is prohibited.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

S-1 Wildland fires must be managed in accordance with Alpine Zone fire
management requirements included in the Fire Management Plan.

S-2 Wildland fire use (WFU) is allowed to recognize natural fire as a part
of natural ecological process.

S-3 An appropriate management response to human-caused fires must
follow the Alpine Zone fire management requirements, which includes
careful consideration of suppression strategies to minimize impacts
to the alpine zone.

S-4 Prescribed fire is prohibited.

G-1 A resource advisor should be used on all fire suppression activities in
the Alpine Zone.

G-1 Changes in habitat should result primarily from natural processes.

G-2 Habitat structures should not be constructed, but if used, must be
created from materials that blend with the surrounding area and do
not detract from the natural landscape.

MA 8.1 Alpine Zone



MA 8.2 — Experimental Forests

Purpose

Provide areas of National Forest System lands that are dedicated to
continuous, long-term research in cooperation with the Northeast
Research Experiment Station.

Improve understanding of fundamental ecological processes and the
effects of land management practices on these processes, and provide
new information for science-based land management.

Desired Condition of the Land

Research will be a mix of long- and short-term activities. Long-term
monitoring will be a significant research activity. There will be forest
openings of various sizes interspersed with stands of trees. Evidence of
human activity will include roads, trails, weirs, cultural sites and
experimental apparatus. Evidence of human activity will work toward
harmony with a natural-appearing environment. Research will be guided
by periodically updated project plans. Non-research activities will be limited.
Research activities will be coordinated with White Mountain National Forest,
as necessary.

Bartlett Experimental Forest will generally focus on silviculture, wildlife,
and forest productivity measurements. Hubbard Brook will generally focus
on water quality, quantity, and nutrient cycling.

Standards and Guidelines

General

Accessibility

Air Quality

See Chapter 2, Forest-wide standards and guidelines, for additional required direction
in each program area.

S-1
G-1

G-2

Firewood collection permits shall not be issued.

Buildings and structures should be provided only to meet research
objectives.

Emergency and project-related motorized administrative use may be
allowed. Project-related administrative use should consider potential
impacts to social conditions and ecological resources in the area.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.
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Features

Recreation

Leasable (Commercial) Minerals

S-1 These lands are administratively unavailable for mineral extraction
activities.

Mineral Materials (Common Variety)

S-1 Common variety mineral activity is prohibited in Hubbard Brook
Experimental Forest.

G-1 Common variety mineral activity is permitted at Bartlett Experimental
Forest to meet research objectives for the area.

Recreational Rock and Mineral Collecting
S-1 Recreational mineral activity is prohibited.

G-1 National Register determination of eligibility should be undertaken
for standing structures within Experimental Forests.

Special Uses

S-1 Only special uses not affecting the purpose of the management area
will be authorized.

S-2  Designated communication sites are prohibited.
S-3  All communication use permits not attached to facilities are prohibited.

S-4 Wind towers are prohibited.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

G-1 Vegetation manipulation may be implemented to protect or improve
habitat for threatened, endangered, or sensitive species.

S-1 Recreation activities must be compatible with research activities. There
may be temporary or permanent closures to recreation activities when
there is actual or potential impact to research activities.

MA 8.2 Experimental Forests
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MA 8.2 Experimental Forests

Chapter 3— Management Area Direction

S-1 Habitat management is prohibited unless approved by managers to
meet the research objectives of the management area.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

S-1 Roads are allowed when necessary to achieve the purposes of
Experimental Forests.

G-1 Forest vegetation may be manipulated only to meet research objectives.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

S-1 Wildland fire use (WFU) is prohibited.

S-2  Prescribed fire is permitted to meet research objectives.

S-1 Habitat management may occur only to meet research objectives.
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Hiker on the AT in the Mahoosucs (WMNF photo by Ken Allen)
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MA 8.3 — Appalachian National Scenic Trail

Introduction

The Appalachian National Scenic Trail (AT) includes all trails designated
by the National Trails System Act, as amended (P.L. 90-543), that occur on
federal lands managed by the White Mountain National Forest. The AT
includes spur trails to shelters, overnight-use sites, viewpoints, and water
sources. Within the Proclamation Boundary, the Appalachian National Scenic
Trail management area is the land designated as 0.5 miles either side of the
trail. Outside the Proclamation Boundary, the Appalachian National Scenic
Trail management area includes all the lands acquired by the National Park
Service for the AT in the state of New Hampshire and administratively
transferred to the USDA Forest Service under a Memorandum of Agreement.
They are managed as part of the White Mountain National Forest “... for the
protection and enhancement of the Appalachian Trail and also in accordance
with this agreement.” They are “... subject to the National Trails System Act
and laws, rules and regulations pertaining to the National Forest System.”
These NPS-acquired lands are commonly referred to as either “corridor
lands” or “transfer lands.”

The Appalachian National Scenic Trail is administered by the Secretary of
Interior in consultation with the Secretary of Agriculture, and managed as a
partnership between the National Park Service AT Park Office, USDA Forest
Service, local Appalachian Trail Clubs, and the Appalachian Trail
Conservancy (ATC, formerly named the Appalachian Trail Conference).

Purpose

1. Manage the segment of the Appalachian National Scenic Trail on
Federal lands that traverses the state of New Hampshire and the White
Mountain National Forest.

2. Provide for the conservation and enjoyment of the nationally
significant scenic, historic, natural, and cultural qualities of the land
through which the trail passes.

3. Provide opportunities for high quality outdoor recreation experiences,
including a sense of remoteness and solitude.

4. Recognize and strengthen the level of partnership, cooperation and
volunteer efforts integral to AT management.

Desired Condition of the Land

The AT will be accessible only by foot and other non-motorized, pedestrian
means, such as skis or snowshoes. Roads and motorized trails are not present
except at designated crossings. Limited recreation facilities such as huts,
cabins, shelters, and tent platforms may be present but will complement
the desired recreation opportunities. Development levels and levels of use
will vary by location, but the management area will emphasize a remote
backcountry recreation experience in a predominantly natural or natural-
appearing landscape.
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Although new roads are prohibited, there are locations where roads currently
exist in this management area.

Recreation impacts will be managed to protect cultural and natural resources
and to minimize visual disturbance. The minimum managerial controls
necessary will be used to maintain acceptable social and ecological standards.

There are extensive stands of northern hardwoods and conifers in the AT
management area. These stands will contain a mix of tree sizes and ages,
visually dominated by mature trees. This management area also includes
part of the alpine/subalpine area, offering a rare landscape with high open
areas for outstanding views.

Lakes of the Clouds Hut, with Mt. Washington in the background, is a
popular stop for AT hikers and other alpine visitors (WMNF photo by
Forrest Seavey)
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Standards and Guidelines

See Chapter 2, Forest-wide standards and guidelines, for additional required direction
in each program area.

General
S-1

S-2

S-3

S-4

S-5

5-6
G-1

MA 8.3 Appalachian Trail

Management of the AT must follow the National Trails System Act, as
amended (P.L. 90-543). This Act is implemented according to:

a) The Comprehensive Plan for the Protection, Management,
Development, and Use of the Appalachian National Scenic Trail.

b) Various Memoranda of Agreement, Memoranda of Understanding,
and policy statements between the USDA Forest Service, the
National Park Service, and the Appalachian Trail Conference (now
Appalachian Trail Conservancy).

c) Forest Service Direction (FSM, FSH, and supplements).

Consistent with existing agreements, the White Mountain National
Forest will consult with the Appalachian Trail Conservancy, the
Appalachian Mountain Club, and Dartmouth Outing Club (local
Appalachian Trail clubs) on management actions that affect AT values.

Management direction for both the Appalachian Trail (MA 8.3) and
Wilderness (MA 5.1) must apply where the AT crosses through
Wilderness. Where direction differs, the more restrictive standards and
guidelines must apply.

Management direction for both the Appalachian Trail (MA 8.3) and
Alpine Zone (MA 8.1) must apply where the AT crosses through the
Alpine Zone. Where direction differs, the more restrictive standards
and guidelines must apply.

Corridor lands with easements or outstanding rights will be managed
consistent with deed transfer language.

Motorized use is allowed only for administrative purposes.

The Forest should consult with the State of New Hampshire on actions
in the AT management area adjacent to the AT on New Hampshire
state lands.

Management is guided by the following documents. When these
documents are amended, they will provide updated guidance and as
such will not require Forest Plan amendments.

e Appalachian Trail Conference. Appalachian Trail Design,
Construction, and Maintenance (ATC Stewardship Manual, second
edition, 2000).

e Appalachian Trail Conference. Overnight-Use Management
Principles.

* Appalachian Trail Conference. Local Management Planning Guide.

* Appalachian Trail Conference. Checklist for the Location, Construction
and Maintenance of Campsites and Shelters on the Appalachian Trail.

* Local Management Plans for the Appalachian Trail.
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G-3 The Forest Service should report law enforcement incidents on the AT
to the National Park Service AT Park Office, the ATC, and local AT
clubs.

G-4 The Forest should develop and distribute information about the
Appalachian Trail and appropriate use of the trail in cooperation with
the ATC and local AT clubs.

G-5 Consistent with ROS objectives, education and information delivery:

1 Should be concentrated primarily at visitor centers, classrooms,
and other off-Forest locations, or at trailheads and developed
facilities when delivery can be effectively accomplished at those
locations.

2. To a lesser degree, may be conducted at backcountry locations
when effective delivery cannot be accomplished at developed or
frontcountry locations.

G-6 Printed public safety messages and signs (other than directional trail
signs, or signs at overnight facilities) should be located primarily at
trailheads or visitor centers. They may be used at backcountry locations
in unusual or unique circumstances.

Accessibility
Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

Air Quality
Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

Geologic and
Mineral

Leasable (Commercial) Minerals

S-1 These lands are administratively unavailable for mineral extraction
activities.

Mineral Materials (Common Variety)
S-1 Common variety mineral extraction is prohibited.

Recreational Rock and Mineral Collecting
S-1 Recreational rock and mineral collecting is prohibited.

Heritage
Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

Lands

Special Uses
S-1 Designated communication sites are prohibited.

S-2 Wind towers are prohibited.

S-3 New utility lines or rights-of-way are prohibited unless they represent
the only feasible and prudent alternative to meet an overriding public
need.
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S5-4

G-1

G-2

G-4

Native American
Relations

Chapter 3 — Management Area Direction

Impacts to the AT from new utility corridors must be sufficiently
mitigated to protect trail values.

Agricultural special use permits are permitted only when used to
maintain existing fields and vistas, and only if consistent with wildlife
habitat requirements, cultural needs, and scenery management
objectives.

New communication use permits may be authorized on a case-by-
case basis if they are attached to existing facilities and are consistent
with visual quality standards, Recreation Opportunity Spectrum
objectives, and other management area requirements.

Authorizations for research activities may be allowed if operated
consistent with AT objectives.

New approved utility lines or rights-of-way should be co-located
within existing rights-of-way (roads, utility lines, etc.) where practical,
and should be limited to a single crossing of the AT.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

_Non-nati_ve
Invasive Species

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

Rare and Unique
Features

G-1

Recreation

Vegetation manipulation may be implemented to protect or improve
habitat for threatened, endangered, or sensitive species.

General

S-1

MA 8.3 Appalachian Trail

Dispersed camping is allowed unless restricted to address social or
resource concerns. Implementation of closures will be through Forest
Supervisors Orders. Closures will be coordinated with the ATC and
local AT clubs.

Management of the AT experience must be compatible with the
prescribed recreation experience opportunity class. Lands within this
management area should be managed under the semi-primitive non-
motorized (SPNM) Recreation Opportunity Spectrum (ROS) class.
There are situations where the AT crosses or follows public roads and
snowmobile trails, and where developed facilities are present. Current
inconsistencies in this ROS Class, such as Appalachian Mountain Club
huts, are acceptable but are managed to minimize impacts on the
SPNM experience.

There are cases where sections of the AT retain a greater sense of the
wild (primitive ROS class). These areas will be managed with special
concern for these values.
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3-50

G-1

G-2
G-3

G-4

G-5

G-6

G-7

G-8

Route 16, where it passes through this MA in the Pinkham Notch area,
is recognized as an acceptable inconsistency to the ROS Class objective.

Length of stay limits may be implemented as needed.

On sections of the AT where use is high, follow the strategy of
concentrating use at specific sites rather than dispersing use along the
trail. Management activities should not disperse recreation use from
high- to low-use sections.

Overnight camping and recreation use should be managed to recognize
different levels of use and desired recreation opportunities consistent
with overall AT goals.

Areas may be closed, new campsites may be designated or built, or
the use regulated to address social or resource issues.

Open surface water sources may be identified in Forest, ATC, and AT
trail club information, including guidebooks, trailhead signs, or on
blue blazed side trails.

Open surface water sources may be improved only to the minimum
necessary to allow for collection of water.

AT hikers should be responsible for the potability of their own drinking
water.

Facilities

G-1

G-2

G-3

Backcountry facilities include huts, shelters, tent platforms, and
associated amenities such as toilets, spring boxes, registers, and other
facilities agreed to by the Forest, ATC, and local AT clubs. Dispersed
campsites without overnight amenities are allowed and should be
managed to maintain appropriate recreation opportunities or to
minimize impacts on natural resources.

Design and management of the backcountry facility system should
consider the needs of both long distance hikers (places to eat and sleep
after a day of walking) and for hikers of all distances.

New shelters, tent platforms, and dispersed campsites may be
considered where there is a demonstrated need. If constructed, they
should be located 100 feet or more from the main trail and should not
be located within two miles of an existing road open to motor vehicles.

Horse, Pack Stock, and Mountain Bike Use

5-1

S-2

G-1

On all National Park Service (NPS) acquired corridor lands, horse,
pack stock, and mountain bike use are prohibited except at designated
crossings.

Horse, pack stock, and mountain bike use is prohibited on the AT
footpath and within 500 feet of the trail except where it crosses or is
located on Forest system, state or county (town) roads, or designated
snowmobile trails.

New mountain bike crossings should be discouraged, except as
mutually agreed on by the Forest, ATC, and local AT clubs.
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G-2 Trail users should be informed and educated about closures and
guidelines for using the trail, especially regarding horses, pack stock,
and bicycles.

Motorized Use

S-1 Motorized use is limited to portions where the AT crosses or is located
on Forest System, state, county, or town roads, or during the snow
season on designated snowmobile trails.

S-2 Motorized use on other segments of the AT footpath is prohibited.

S-3 New motorized trails are prohibited except at crossings.

G-1 New snowmobile or motorized crossings should be discouraged,
except as mutually agreed on by the Forest, ATC, and local AT clubs.

G-2 Trail users should be informed and educated about closures and

guidelines for using the trail, especially regarding motorized use.

Operation and Maintenance

S-1

G-1

G-2

G-3

Management actions such as trail locations, improvements, or
increasing developments must not result in a change along the ROS
scale from less to more developed. For example, management actions
must not change an ROS class from primitive to semi-primitive.
Changes from more developed to less developed are allowed.

The Optimal Location Review process must be used to initiate the
decision-making process for trail relocations.

Consistent with Recreation Opportunity Spectrum (ROS) standards,
sufficient signing should be provided to inform hikers of significant
features and distances to major road crossings.

Where the trail is located on decommissioned roads, the tread should
be allowed to revegetate to normal Appalachian Trail tread widths.

Use of trail structures such as steps, cribbing, and bridges should be
minimized. Where necessary, the simplest rustic design, with the least
disturbance, should be used. Trail structures should be consistent with
ROS class.

Special Uses — Recreation Specific

5-1
S-2

S-3
S-4

G-1

MA 8.3 Appalachian Trail

The Forest Service must manage recreation special use permits on the
AT in coooperation with the ATC and the AT clubs.

Recreation special uses must not be dispersed from high use to low
use areas of the AT, as identified in the current Trail Use Inventory.

Competitive events permits are prohibited.

The recreation special use permit program along the AT must be
managed to protect the characteristics of low use areas.

Outfitter/guide permits are allowed but may be restricted to address
social and environmental concerns.
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Riparian/Aquatic

Scenery
Management

Transportation

3-52

System

Vegetation
Management

G-2

G-3

G-1

S-1

S-2

G-1

G-2

G-3

G-4

51

S-2

Recreation Special Use permits on the AT should be denied when social
or resource conditions warrant (for example, if crowding or overuse
negatively affects natural resources or a specific experience objective).

If monitoring and analysis of social and resource conditions determines
that recreation special use capacity along the AT has been reached, a
process should be developed to assign user days.

Group size may be limited when necessary to provide for safety and
resource protection or to minimize the impact large groups have on
others.

Artificial habitat structures should not be used. If used, they must be
created from materials that blend with the site and do not detract from
the natural landscape.

The AT is a Concern Level 1 Travelway, and middleground and
background areas on National Forest lands seen from the AT must be
managed for scenery in accordance with Scenic Integrity Objectives
identified through the Scenery Management System.

All management activities will meet a Scenic Integrity Objective of
High or Very High.

To maintain a discrete trail experience, trailhead parking facilities
should be located where the Appalachian Trail can be accessed by a
short spur trail rather than locations where the trail footpath crosses a
road.

New roads should not be allowed within this management area. New
roads may be allowed if they are the only feasible and prudent
alternative, and after impacts have been mitigated to the extent
practical.

Where the AT follows Forest Service system roads, road maintenance
may be done as needed on drainage structures, closure devices, and
the roadbed. Grass may be allowed to grow in local roads (maintenance
levels I or II).

Roads crossings should be at right angles wherever possible.

On all National Park Service (NPS) acquired corridor lands, commercial
timber management and salvage operations are prohibited.

Commercial timber management is prohibited where the AT
management area is adjacent to any MA other than MA 2.1.
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S-3

G-1

G-2

Water Resources

Chapter 3 — Management Area Direction

Salvage operations are prohibited where the AT management area is
adjacent to any MA other than MAs 2.1 and 6.1.

Where the AT management area adjoins MA 2.1, commercial timber
management and salvage operations are allowed in that portion of
the Appalachian Trail MA between the trail footpath and the 2.1
Management Area, but only outside the foreground area as defined in
the Scenery Management System (SMS). The foreground zone is
determined by site-specific analysis of the area as seen from the AT.
Everywhere else in the AT management area, commercial timber
management and salvage sales are prohibited.

Maintaining existing fields and vistas should be allowed.

Forest-wide Standards and Guidelines apply.

Wildland Fire

51

S-2
Wildlife

S-1

MA 8.3 Appalachian Trail

Wildland fire use (WFU) is allowed only where permitted in the
adjacent management area.

Prescribed fire is prohibited.

Creation of regeneration forest habitat must occur only through natural
disturbance events, except for areas adjacent to Management Area 2.1,
in that portion of the Appalachian Trail MA between the trail footpath
and the 2.1 Management Area outside the foreground zone.
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Scott Bailey, geologist at Hubbard Brook Experimental Forest (left), and
Professor Charlie Cogbill, Sterling College, at the trailhead for Dicey Mill
Trail, accessing The Bowl Research Natural Area (WMNF photo by

Kathie Fife)
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MA 8.4 — Research Natural Areas

Alpine Garden

Purpose

1. Preserve a wide spectrum of pristine representative forest, alpine, and
geologic areas having scientific interest.

Preserve and maintain genetic diversity.
Provide reference areas for the study of ecological processes.

Provide areas to serve as a baseline for measuring long-term ecological
changes.

Desired Condition of the Land

Natural processes will predominate. Recreation use within the RNA
generally will be incidental and will not be encouraged. However, there is
considerable recreation use adjacent to the Alpine Garden RNA, especially
on the Alpine Garden Trail (which splits the RNA into two pieces) and the
nearby Huntington Ravine and Lions Head trails. There are no trails within
the RNA itself. Camping is prohibited. Research is designed to be non-
manipulative. Roads are absent. This area provides excellent opportunities
for long-term monitoring of many kinds.

Standards and Guidelines

General

Accessibility

Air Quality

See Chapter 2, Forest-wide and Alpine Zone (MA 8.1) standards and guidelines,
for additional required direction in each program area.

S-1 Management direction for both the Alpine Garden RNA and the Alpine
Zone (MA 8.1) applies. Where direction differs, the more restrictive
standards and guidelines apply.

S-2  All research activities shall be coordinated between the White
Mountain National Forest and the USFS Northeast Research Station,
Durham, New Hampshire.

S-3  Structures are prohibited, except that permanent structures or markers
for research purposes may be allowed when they serve to achieve the
approved research objectives.

G-1 Motorized administrative use is prohibited.

Forest-wide and Alpine Zone standards and guidelines apply.

Forest-wide and Alpine Zone standards and guidelines apply.
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Geologic and

Mineral
Leasable (Commercial) Minerals
S-1 These lands are administratively unavailable for mineral extraction
activities.
Mineral Materials (Common Variety)
S-1 Common variety mineral extraction is prohibited.
Recreational Rock and Mineral Collecting
S-1 Recreational rock and mineral collecting is prohibited.
Heritage
S-1 Archaeological excavations may be permitted under condition that
they will not have long-term impacts or diminish the purpose of
Research Natural Areas.
Lands
Special Uses
S-1 Only special uses not affecting the purpose of the RNA will be
authorized.

Native American
Relations

Forest-wide and Alpine Zone standards and guidelines apply.

Non-Native
Invasive Species
S-1 Manual control must be the first choice of eradication.

G-1 Chemical control methods, if deemed necessary, should be used
through direct application. Broadcast application of herbicides or
pesticides should be used only if direct application is not working.

G-2 Biological controls should be used only when the effectiveness of other
control methods will not achieve site-specific eradication objectives.

Rare and Unique
Features

S-1 Vegetation manipulation implemented to protect or improve habitat
for threatened, endangered, or sensitive species is prohibited.

Recreation
S-1 Wood or charcoal fires are prohibited year-round.

S-2  Management action likely to introduce new or additional recreation
use is prohibited.
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Water Resources

Wild and Scenic
Rivers

Wildland Fire

Wildlife

Chapter 3 — Management Area Direction

S-1 Habitat management is prohibited unless approved by managers to
meet the purpose of the management area.

Forest-wide and Alpine Zone standards and guidelines apply.

Forest-wide and Alpine Zone standards and guidelines apply.

Insects and Disease

G-1 The natural process of insect and disease outbreaks should be
controlled only when justified by predicted loss of resource values
outside the Research Natural Area.

G-2 Pesticide use may be allowed after a minimum tool analysis has been
conducted and when deemed necessary to prevent significant losses
to resource values on bordering public or private lands.

Forest-wide and Alpine Zone standards and guidelines apply.

Forest-wide and Alpine Zone standards and guidelines apply.

S-1 Wildland fire use (WFU) is allowed.
S-2  Prescribed fire is prohibited.

S-1 Habitat management is prohibited unless approved by managers to
meet purpose of the management area.
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The Bowl, Nancy Brook

Purpose

Preserve a wide spectrum of pristine representative forest and geologic
areas having scientific interest.

Preserve and maintain genetic diversity.
Provide reference areas for the study of ecological processes.

Provide areas to serve as a baseline for measuring long-term ecological
changes.

Desired Condition of the Land

Natural processes will predominate. Recreation use generally will be
incidental and will not be encouraged. Hiking trails will not be added.
Camping will be by individual site designation. Campfires will not be
permitted. Research is designed to be non-manipulative. Roads are absent.
These areas provide excellent opportunities for long-term monitoring of
many kinds.

Standards and Guidelines

3-58

General

Accessibility

Air Quality

Geologic and
Mineral

Also see Chapter 2 for Forest-wide standards and guidelines that must be considered
along with this Management Area-specific direction.

S-1

S-2

G-1

All research activities shall be coordinated between the White
Mountain National Forest and the USFS Northeast Research Station,
Durham, New Hampshire.

Structures are prohibited, except that permanent structures or markers
for research purposes may be allowed when they serve to achieve the
approved research objectives.

Project-related motorized administrative use may be allowed, but only
on existing trails. The Forest Supervisor may authorize motorized use
for emergencies.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

Leasable (Commercial) Minerals

S-1

These lands are administratively unavailable for mineral extraction
activities.

MA 8.4 Research Natural Areas — The Bowl, Nancy Brook
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Mineral Materials (Common Variety)
S-1 Common variety mineral extraction is prohibited.

Recreational Rock and Mineral Collecting
S-1 Recreational rock and mineral collecting is prohibited.

Heritage
S-1 Archaeological excavations may be permitted under condition that
they will not have long-term impacts or diminish the purposes of
Research Natural Areas.
Lands
Special Uses
S-1 Only special uses not affecting the purpose of the RNA will be
authorized.

S-2  Designated communication sites are prohibited.

S-3 Wind towers are prohibited.

Native American
Relations

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

Non-Native
Invasive Species

S-1 Manual control must be the first choice of eradication.

G-1 Chemical control methods, if deemed necessary, should be used
through direct application. Broadcast application of herbicides or
pesticides should be used only if direct application is not working.

G-2 Biological controls should be used only when the effectiveness of other
control methods will not achieve site-specific eradication objectives.

Rare and Unique
Features

S-1 Vegetation manipulation implemented to protect or improve habitat
for threatened, endangered, or sensitive species is prohibited.

Recreation
S-1 Wood or charcoal fires are prohibited year-round.

S-2  Management action likely to introduce new or additional recreation
use is prohibited.

S-3 Motorized trail use is prohibited.

S-4 New trails are prohibited.

G-1 Existing trails should be maintained at Level I and II.
G-2 Where allowed, camping will be only at designated sites.
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S-1 Habitat management is prohibited unless approved by managers to
meet the purpose of the management area.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

S-1 New road construction is prohibited.

S-1 Timber management is prohibited.

Insects and Disease

G-1 The natural process of insect and disease outbreaks should be
controlled only when justified by predicted loss of resource values
outside the Research Natural Area.

G-2 Pesticide use may be allowed after a minimum tool analysis has been
conducted and when deemed necessary to prevent significant losses
to resource values on bordering public or private lands.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

S-1 Wildland fire use (WFU) is allowed.
S-2  Prescribed fire is prohibited.

S-1 Habitat management is prohibited unless approved by managers to
meet the purpose of the management area.
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Gibbs Brook, Greeley Ponds, Lafayette Brook, Lincoln Woods, Mount Chocorua,
Pinkham Notch, Rocky Gorge, Sawyer Pond, Snyder Brook

Purpose

Manage these areas for their outstanding natural beauty.

2. Manage each Scenic Area consistent with the specific objectives and
guidelines identified in the order designating each area.

3. Manage the Pinkham Notch Scenic Area to recognize its unique
recreation opportunities while preserving its scenic integrity.

4. Recognize the particular importance the current facilities at Pinkham
Notch serve in concentrating use within a heavily used area.

5. Manage Pinkham Notch Scenic Area to serve as a base for the Mount
Washington Avalanche Center operations.

Desired Condition of the Land

AMC base station at
Pinkham Notch ca.
1938; currently the
location of the
Pinkham Notch
Visitor Center
(WMNF photo)

The Scenic Areas will meet the objectives for which each has been designated.
Most have been recognized as having “outstanding natural beauty.” They
will exhibit late successional vegetation with related wildlife species. Others
have been identified for their recreation potential. As a result, evidence of
human activity will range from substantially unnoticeable to very evident,
and road networks vary from none to high density.

The Pinkham Notch Scenic Area will appear much as it does now. Unique
recreation activities with high use will remain available, and management
actions that disperse this use to other locations, and in other seasons, will
be minimized. The Harvard Mountain Club cabin permit will continue to
provide overnight shelter in winter.

3-61



White Mountain National Forest — Land and Resource Management Plan

Standards and Guidelines

Also see Chapter 2 for Forest-wide standards and guidelines that must be considered
along with this Management Area-specific direction.

3-62

General

Accessibility

Air Quality

Geologic and

Mineral

S-2

S-5

G-1

G-2

Management direction for both the Scenic Areas and the Alpine Zone
apply where they overlap. Where direction differs, the more restrictive
standards and guidelines must apply.

The recreation values of the Appalachian National Scenic Trail that
runs within the Pinkham Notch Scenic Area must be considered in
management actions within that management area.

Administrative motorized use on trails in the Pinkham Notch Scenic
Area is limited to the Sherburne Trail, Tuckerman Ravine Trail, and
Huntington Ravine Winter Access Trail and their associated cutoffs
and spurs.

Motorized trail standards specifically for snow tractor access apply to
administrative use in the Pinkham Notch Scenic Area.

Administrative facilities are prohibited in all areas except Pinkham
Notch and Rocky Gorge Scenic Areas.

Project-related and emergency motorized administrative use may be
allowed. Project-related motorized administrative use should consider
potential impacts to social conditions and ecological resources in the
area. Where applicable, project-related administrative use will be timed
to minimize social and ecological impacts.

Buildings and structures may be provided to support developed
recreation management objectives in the Rocky Gorge Scenic Area.

Facilities, where allowed, should be provided for public health and
safety and maintained to prevent site deterioration.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

Leasable (Commercial) Minerals

S-1

Surface-disturbing activities are prohibited.

Mineral Materials (Common Variety)

S-1

New development of common variety minerals is prohibited.

Recreational Rock and Mineral Collecting

5-1

Surface-disturbing recreational collection activities are prohibited.
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Heritage

Lands

Native American
Relations

[\lon-Nati_ve
Invasive Species

Rare and Unique
Features

Recreation

MA 8.5 Scenic Areas

Chapter 3— Management Area Direction

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

Special Uses
S-1 New facility permits are prohibited in the Pinkham Notch Scenic Area.

S-2 The overall area impacted by facilities for existing permits must not
increase, though the size or number of buildings may change.

S-3 Designated communication sites are prohibited.

S-4 Wind towers are prohibited.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

G-1 Vegetation manipulation may be implemented to protect or improve
habitat for threatened, endangered, or sensitive species, but is limited
to small-scale activities.

Alpine Skiing

S-1  Access to Tuckerman Ravine for spring skiing must be by foot. Access
from private or state lands on Mt. Washington by any motorized means,
such as helicopter, the Auto Road, or the Cog Railway;, is prohibited.

S-2  The Forest Service will operate the Mount Washington Avalanche
Center in accordance with yearly operating plans to enhance public,
volunteer, and employee safety by increasing backcountry avalanche
awareness.

S-3 The Mount Washington Avalanche Center will issue seasonal
avalanche and safety advisories.

S-4  Consistent with an agreement with the State of New Hampshire, the
Forest Service has the lead search and rescue responsibility in the Cutler
River drainage from December 1 through May 31.

S-5 Ski lifts and tows are prohibited.

Developed Recreation

S-1 Glen Ellis Falls day use area must be managed to protect its social and
resource characteristics. Trail improvements made by the Civilian
Conservation Corps are a significant heritage resource to be protected
and interpreted. Sanitation facilities may be provided for visitor safety.
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S-2 Rocky Gorge day use area must be managed for the unique
characteristics of the Gorge and the adjacent Falls Pond that is hidden
from the gorge area.

Recreation Opportunity Spectrum
Pinkham Notch

S-1 The Recreation Opportunity Spectrum (ROS) class will be
predominantly semi-primitive non-motorized. There are some
primitive opportunities at some times of the year, particularly in winter.
These primitive recreation opportunities will be protected. Route 16
in the Pinkham Notch area, where it passes through this management
area, is recognized as a Roaded Natural inconsistency to the ROS Class
objective of the Appalachian Trail management area. It is acceptable,
but where feasible will be managed to minimize impacts on the SPNM
experience.

Rocky Gorge
S-2 The Recreation Opportunity Spectrum class will be roaded natural.

Gibbs Brook, Greeley Ponds, Lafayette Brook, Lincoln Woods, Mount Chocorua,
Sawyer Pond

S-3 The ROS class will be semi-primitive non-motorized.
Snyder Brook
S-4 The ROS class will be roaded natural.

Overnight Facilities
S-1 Increasing the capacity or development level of current facilities at
Pinkham Notch is prohibited.

S-2 Pinkham Notch Visitor Center facilities will be managed consistent
with the requirements in the Appalachian Mountain Club Special Use
Permit.

S-3. Construction of new facilities is prohibited in all scenic areas except
Pinkham Notch and Rocky Gorge.

G-1 Current facilities at Pinkham Notch should be managed to concentrate
use while minimizing their impact on the unique attraction and scenic
integrity of the area.

G-2 For the Pinkham Notch Scenic Area, additional facilities and trails
should not be allowed in order to limit development of the area.

G-3 All existing backcountry camping facilities (shelters, tent platforms,
cabins, and toilets) should be maintained to provide for public health
and safety and to prevent site deterioration.

G-4 Reconstruction and relocation of cabins, shelters, and tent platforms
is allowed to better manage existing recreation use of the site and
surrounding area.

Trail Maintenance and Operation
G-1 New trails should not be constructed.
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Mount Chocorua
(WMNF photo by
Richard Alan Dow)

MA 8.5 Scenic Areas

G-2

G-3

Chapter 3— Management Area Direction

Trail reconstruction should be consistent with the desired recreation
experience opportunity.

Trail maintenance generally should be Levels I and II (White Mountain
National Forest supplement to FSH 2309.18). The Tuckerman Ravine,
Sherburne, and Huntington Ravine Winter Access trails should have
a Maintenance Level IV or V.

Use Administration

5-1

S-2

S-3

G-1

G-2

G-3

Swimming and diving in the Rocky Gorge Scenic Area are prohibited.
Dispersed camping is prohibited in the Rocky Gorge Scenic Area.

In Sawyer Pond, camping within 1/4 mile of the trails and pond is
prohibited except at designated sites such as tent platforms and the
shelter.

Camping is permitted at backcountry facilities and dispersed campsites
if not prohibited by a Forest Supervisor’s Order.

Access and use may be regulated to address social or environmental
concerns in the Pinkham Notch Scenic Area.

Non-motorized boating is permitted on Sawyer Pond. It is also
permitted on Falls Pond, but access and launch facilities should not
be provided.

Motorized Trails

S-1

For all areas except the Pinkham Notch Scenic Area, motorized trails
and use are prohibited except for administrative purposes and except
for use on the Bolles and Liberty designated snowmobile trails.
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Riparian/Aquatic

Scenery
Management

Transportation

3-66

System

Vegetation
Management

Special Uses — Recreation Specific

5-1

G-1

G-2

G-1

G-2

G-1

G-2
G-3

G-4

51
G-2

Permits for new facilities will not be authorized at the Pinkham Notch
Scenic Area.

Recreation Special Use permits should not be authorized in the Rock
Gorge or the Falls Pond areas.

Artificial habitat structures should be minimized, but if used must be
created from materials that blend with the surrounding area and do
not detract from the natural environment.

Stocking of indigenous species may be allowed consistent with Forest-
wide standards and guidelines.

The Scenic Integrity Objective at Pinkham Notch for land along Route
16 is “Moderate.” Land beyond one half-mile of Route 16 is “High.”

Rocky Gorge, Gibbs Brook, Greeley Ponds, Mount Chocorua, Sawyer
Pond, Snyder Brook, Lafayette Brook have a Scenic Integrity Objective
of “High.”

Lincoln Woods has a Scenic Integrity Objective of “Very High.”

Roads are prohibited in all but Pinkham Notch and Rocky Gorge Scenic
Areas.

Reconstruction of the parking lot at the Pinkham Notch Visitor Center
Special Use Permit area is allowed consistent with permit requirements.

Construction of overflow parking in the vicinity of Pinkham Notch

For the Rocky Gorge Scenic Area, Forest System roads should be
limited to roads and parking areas maintained as part of the Rocky
Gorge development.

Temporary roads may be allowed in the Rocky Gorge Scenic Area.
Visitor Center is allowed. Overflow parking must be strictly designed
and managed to address specific overflow-parking needs during
certain times of the year. It must not be solely to accommodate
increased use.

Timber management is prohibited.

Vegetation management for salvage operations and for insect and
disease control is allowed only within one-half mile of roadside areas.
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Water Resources

Wild and Scenic
Rivers

Wildland Fire

Wildlife

MA 8.5 Scenic Areas
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Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

S-1 Wildland fire use is prohibited.
S-2  Prescribed fire is prohibited.

S-1 Wildlife openings must not be maintained or created.

S-2  Existing openings shall remain open only through natural processes.
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Kayaker on the Swift River at Rocky Gorge Scenic Area (WMNF photo by
Ken Allen)
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MA 8.6 — Wildcat Wild and Scenic River

Purpose

1. Maintain, enhance, and protect the free-flowing character and
outstandingly remarkable values of the designated rivers included in
the National Wild and Scenic River System.

2. Manage the designated river segments of the Wildcat River and
tributaries according to the Wild and Scenic River Act (Public Law 90-
542) and legislation designating the Wildcat River a Wild and Scenic
River (Public Law 100-554).

3. Manage those segments of the designated Wildcat Wild and Scenic
River off National Forest System land in accordance with requirements
in the National Wild and Scenic Rivers Act and Public Law 100-554,
which designated the Wildcat Wild and Scenic River.

4. As directed by Public Law 100-554, the White Mountain National Forest
will be the river-administering agency for the Wildcat River system
and will jointly manage the segments located off National Forest
System land through a cooperative agreement with the Selectmen of
the Town of Jackson and the State of New Hampshire, consistent with
the Wildcat Comprehensive River Management Plan (CRMP).

5. The designated river segments of the Wildcat River and tributaries
according to the Wild and Scenic rivers Act are:

River Segment River Name Classification | Length (miles)
Headwater Wildcat River Scenic 4.45
Wildcat Brook Scenic 2.83
Bog Brook Scenic 1.58
Intervale Wildcat River Scenic 3.79
Great Brook Scenic 1.05
Jackson Falls Wildcat River Recreational 0.81

Desired Condition of the Land

The river area on National Forest System land is heavily forested and
predominantly in a natural or natural appearing condition. Vegetation within
the riparian zone appears unaltered and near pristine. Vegetation outside
the riparian area, although altered by vegetation management, is natural
appearing and provides a variety of plant species and age groups. High
altitude areas of the river remain in natural condition.

Existing roads and hiking trails are low density, provide access to the river
area, and allow occasional views of the river and drainages.

Traditional non-motorized recreation uses are predominant. Use is light to
moderate and evidence of human activity is substantially unnoticeable and
subordinate to the characteristic landscape.
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Privately owned land surrounding this management area is predominantly
forested and reminiscent of a 19" century pastoral landscape. There is
noticeable human activity resulting from occasional homes and seasonally
used cabins. Evidence of use is usually in harmony with the natural-
appearing environment and consistent with good resource management.

Standards and Guidelines

See Chapter 2, Forest-wide standards and guidelines, for additional required direction
in each program area.

Headwaters Segment

Visual Quality

Water Quality

Fish and Wildlife

3-70

Vegetation
Management

The following management direction was brought forward from the CRMP
for the Wildcat Scenic River.

5-1

S-2

S-3

5-1

S-3

5-1

51

The scenery and the natural appearing character of the river area will
be protected and enhanced.

On WMNF lands, the visual quality standards and guidelines,
described in the Wildcat Comprehensive River Management Plan will
be used as guidance for enhancing the views and landscape character
seen from the trails. Management activities needed to preserve or create
vistas will be considered.

Following the scenery management system, the Scenic Integrity
Objective (SIO), within the foreground area of the river and trails, will
be “High.” In the middle and background areas, the SIO will be
“Moderate.”

Water quality will be monitored and protected in accordance with
Forest-wide standards and Guidelines as well as federal and state water
quality guidelines.

All shelters, toilets, and primitive camps will be located in such a way
that they cannot pollute drinking water sources.

Users will be educated on low-impact camping methods that protect
drinking waters. On the Forest, backcountry rangers, signs, and
handouts will be used to inform visitors about low-impact use.

Artificial habitat structures, if used, must be created from materials
that blend with the site, do not detract from the natural landscape,
and do not adversely affect the river’s free-flowing condition and the
values for which it was designated.

Vegetation within the river corridor will be allowed to evolve through
natural processes, except when it is manipulated for the following
reasons:
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* Maintenance of critical habitat for threatened or endangered
wildlife species;

e Correction of severe damage caused by fire, wind, ice, insect/
disease, or other natural catastrophes;

¢ To screen developments to meet visual integrity objectives;

* Management of vegetation for critical wildlife situations outside
the seen area;

e Performance of minor work to enhance wildlife habitat, create
vistas and meet trail construction and maintenance needs.

S-2  Silvicultural prescriptions will be used that contribute to restoration
of ecological function and natural appearance of riparian influence
zones.

G-1 Unique and visually attractive stands (e.g. white birch) may be
managed to enhance their health and allow viewing within hiking
trail corridors.

Areas of Cultural
Significance
S-1 On National Forest land, surveys will be conducted prior to all earth-
disturbing activities. All activities will be designed to avoid, minimize,
or mitigate adverse effects upon any known cultural or historic
resources.

S-2  National Register sites and non-eligible sites chosen for enhancement
and interpretation will be afforded protection as necessary by Town
of Jackson Zoning Ordinances.*

G-1 Where appropriate, cultural and historical sites may be interpreted
through maps, guidebooks, and signs.

Recreation
Improvements to
Infrastructure

Recreation

S-1 Existing trail shelters and hut at Carter Notch will be managed in
accordance with the Appalachian Club Special Use Permit.

G-1 Improvements for recreational development may occur as appropriate
and/or necessary including, but not limited to privies, spring boxes,
trails, river crossings, trailheads and informational signs.

G-2 To protect low and moderate use locations, recreation use should not
be dispersed from high to low use areas.

G-3 Existing dispersed camping is allowed, where suitable, but recreational
facilities will not be constructed within 100 feet of the river or trail,
except when the only feasible location is within the 100 foot buffer.

* See CRMP, Appendix L, Existing Regulations Affecting Riparian Lands in the Town of Jackson, NH.
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G-4 Overnight facilities (huts and shelters) should be managed in order to
concentrate use, absorb recreation impacts, and prevent site
deterioration.

G-5 Rehabilitation measures may be considered at damaged existing sites.

Fishing Access

S-1 Access will be provided at public landings and through hiking trail
corridors.

Hiking and Cross-Country Ski Trails

S-1 Hiking trails will be constructed and maintained to standards
described in FSH 2309.18.*

Visitor and Use
Management

S-1 Management of the river area on the National Forest will strive to
provide a recreation experience consistent with the semi-primitive non-
motorized ROS Objective.**

S-2 Existing traditional recreational uses consistent with protecting river
values and the semi-primitive non-motorized ROS Objective will be
maintained. Current levels and types of recreation use are generally
considered appropriate.

Early postcard view of two girls on the Wildcat Wild and Scenic River;
date and photographer unknown (WMNF photo)

* See Forest Service Handbook 2309.18 (Trails Management), WMNF Supplement.
** See Appendix H of the Final Environmental Impact Statement for a description of Recreation Opportunity Spectrum
(ROS) objectives.
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Management Area Direction

The following management direction was developed during Forest Plan
revision for MA 8.6.

General
S-1 Those segments of the designated Wildcat Wild and Scenic River on
National Forest System lands must be managed consistent with
direction in the Wildcat Comprehensive River Management Plan.

S-2  Management direction for both the Wild and Scenic River (MA 8.6)
and Appalachian Trail (MA 8.3) must apply where MA 8.3 contains
portions of the Wild and Scenic River MA. Where direction differs,
the more restrictive standards and guidelines must apply.

G-1 Project-related and emergency motorized administrative use may be
allowed. Project-related motorized administrative use should consider
potential impacts to social conditions and ecological resources in the
area. Where applicable, project-related administrative use will be timed
to minimize social and ecological impacts.

Accessibility
Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

Air Quality
Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

Geologic and
Mineral

Leasable (Commercial) Minerals
S-1 These lands are withdrawn from mineral extraction activities within
one-quarter mile of the river bank.

Mineral Materials (Common Variety)
S-1 New development of common variety minerals is prohibited.

Recreational Rock and Mineral Collecting

S-1 Surface disturbing rock and mineral collecting is prohibited.

Heritage
See Headwaters Segment standards and guidelines for “Areas of Special
Significance.”

Lands
S-1 Designated communication sites are prohibited.

S-2 Wind towers are prohibited.

Native American
Relations

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.
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Non-native
Invasive Species
Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

Rare and Unique

Features
G-1 Vegetation manipulation may be implemented to protect or improve
habitat for threatened, endangered, or sensitive species, but is limited
to small-scale activities.
Recreation

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

See also Headwaters Segment standards and guidelines for “Recreation
Improvements to Infrastructure” and “Visitor and Use Management.”

Riparian/Aquatic
See Headwaters Segment standards and guidelines for “Fish and Wildlife.”

Scenery
Management
See Headwaters Segment standards and guidelines for “Visual Quality.”

Transportation
System
Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

Vegetation
Management
See Headwaters Segment standards and guidelines for “Vegetation Management.”

Water Resources
See Headwaters Segment standards and guidelines for “Water Quality.”

Wildland Fire
S-1 Wildland fire use is prohibited.

S-2  Prescribed fire is prohibited.

Wildlife
Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.
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MA 9.1 — Recommended Wilderness

Purpose

1. Recognize the areas currently recommended for Wilderness.

2. Manage the land to protect Wilderness values to protect eligibility for
the Wilderness Preservation System.

Desired Condition of the Land

In Recommended Wilderness, natural ecological processes will be allowed
to take place. These areas will be generally 5,000 acres or larger. The Forest
will be a product of natural succession; large and small-scale change will
occur through natural events such as wind disturbance or ice storms.

Each Recommended Wilderness will be managed for its unique attributes,
with goals and thresholds in place to prevent degradation of its Wilderness
values. Areas with high recreation use will be managed to recognize their
value as sources of inspiration for the large surrounding populations, while
also having standards to prevent unacceptable social or ecological impacts.
Low use areas will be managed to maintain their low use; use will not be
dispersed from high to low use areas. Interaction between users will vary
by location and by season of use. In general, use will be concentrated around
trail corridors.

Managerial controls will be kept to a minimum, and used only as necessary
to protect ecological and social values. Recommended Wilderness will be
accessible by foot or other non-motorized means.

Facilities may be present.

Marsh in Wild River drainage; angled lines are
moose tracks (WMNF photo by Ken Allen)
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Standards and Guidelines

See Chapter 2, Forest-wide standards and guidelines, for additional required direction
in each program area.

3-76

General

Accessibility
Air Quality

Geologic and
Mineral

Heritage

Lands

5-1

G-2

G-3

Management direction for both the Appalachian Trail (MA 8.3) and
Recommended Wilderness (MA 9.1) must apply. Where there is a
conflict, the more restrictive standards must apply.

Restoration efforts should be site-specific and small scale, such as
rehabilitating campsites or other sites impacted by recreation.

Ecosystem restoration should be considered only if the need is causally
linked to human-induced changes and if those changes pose a
significant threat to resources outside this management area.

Project-related and emergency motorized administrative use may be
allowed. Project-related motorized administrative use should consider
potential impacts to social conditions and ecological resources in the
area. Where applicable, project-related administrative use will be timed
to minimize social and ecological impacts.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

Leasable (Commercial) Minerals

5-1

Surface-disturbing activities are prohibited.

Mineral Materials (Common Variety)

5-1

Development of common variety mineral sites is prohibited.

Recreational Rock and Mineral Collecting

S-1

G-1

S-1
S-2

Surface disturbing rock and mineral collecting is prohibited.

Historic sites and artifacts, even if considered nonconforming
structures, should be undisturbed except where they threaten public
safety or resource protection.

Designated communication sites are prohibited.
Wind towers are prohibited.

All communication use permits not attached to existing facilities are
prohibited.
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Native American
Relations
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Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

Non-native
Invasive Species

S-1 Manual control must be considered as the first choice of eradication.

G-1 Chemical control methods, if deemed necessary, should be used
through direct application. Broadcast application of herbicides or
pesticides should be used only if direct application is not working.

G-2 Biological controls should be used only when the effectiveness of other
control methods will not achieve site-specific eradication objectives.

Rare and Unique
Features

G-1 Vegetation manipulation may be implemented to protect or improve
habitat for threatened, endangered, or sensitive species, but is limited
to small-scale activities.

Recreation

S-1 Management actions, such as dispersing use or increasing
developments, must not result in a change along the Recreation
Opportunity Spectrum (ROS) scale from less- to more-developed. For
example, management actions must not change an ROS class from
primitive to semi-primitive.

S-2 Motorized trails are prohibited. The responsible official may authorize
motorized use for emergencies such as search and rescue and fire
suppression.

S-3  Trails designed specifically for mountain bike use are prohibited.

S-4 Mountain bike use on existing trails is allowed consistent with Forest-
wide direction.

G-1 Natural processes should take precedence over recreation objectives.

G-2 The number and type of structures such as trails, footbridges, and signs
should be kept to a minimum.

G-3 Public potable water systems should not be provided.

G-4 Where provided, human waste disposal facilities should be consistent
with current backcountry waste management technology and
Wilderness values.

Rock and Ice Climbing

S-1 The development of new rock, ice, and mixed climbs is allowed as
long as they do not require installation of fixed protection, including
webbing, bolts and pitons. New climbing routes requiring fixed
protection are prohibited

S-2 Replacement of existing fixed protection and anchors is allowed to

preserve known climbing routes and promote safe climbing.
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Riparian/Aquatic

Scenery
Management

Transportation
System

Vegetation
Management

Water Resources

Wild and Scenic
Rivers

Wildland Fire

Wildlife
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Special Uses — Recreation Specific

S-1 Special use facility development is prohibited until a decision is made
on Wilderness designation.

S-1 Fish stocking is prohibited except for the Atlantic salmon restoration
program, which will be accomplished within cooperative agreement
standards.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

S-1 Roads are prohibited.

G-1 Parking lots for trails that access Recommended Wilderness should
not be expanded or constructed solely to accommodate increased
recreation use.

S-1 Timber management practices are prohibited.

Insects and Disease

G-1 The natural process of insect and disease outbreaks should be
controlled only when justified by predicted loss of resource values
outside of the management area.

G-2 Pesticide use may be allowed after a minimum tool analysis has been
conducted and when deemed necessary to prevent significant losses
to resource values on bordering private or public lands or for control
of non-native invasive species.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

S-1  Wildland fire use (WFU) is allowed.
S-2  Prescribed fire is prohibited.

G-1 Resource Advisors should be used for all fires in Recommended
Wilderness.

S-1 Since habitat must be a result of natural process only, wildlife habitat
improvement projects are prohibited.

MA 9.1 Recommended Wilderness



MA 9.2 — Alpine Ski Area Expansion

Purpose

1.  Recognize the potential need for ski area expansion, and manage the
lands so as not to preclude future ski area development.

Desired Condition of the Land

Although adjacent to heavily developed alpine ski areas, these lands
generally appear natural, with little evidence of management. Existing roads
and trails may provide access.

These lands are contiguous to existing ski areas, and range in size from 40
to 1,000 acres.

A variety of land characteristics will occur. In the lower and middle
elevations, extensive stands of northern hardwoods dominate the landscape.
Conifers, such as red and white spruce and balsam fir, will be mixed with
hardwoods at mid- to lower- elevations and will dominate at higher
elevations. These stands tend toward a mix of tree sizes and ages, visually
dominated by large mature trees.

Snowboarding at the Terraine Park, Loon Mountain Ski Area (WMNF
photo by Joe Gill)
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Standards and Guidelines

See Chapter 2, Forest-wide standards and guidelines, for additional required direction
in each program area.

General
G-1 Project-related and emergency motorized administrative use may be
allowed. Project-related motorized administrative use should consider
potential impacts to social conditions and ecological resources in the
area. Where applicable, project-related administrative use will be timed
to minimize social and ecological impacts.
Accessibility
Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.
Air Quality

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

Geologic and
Mineral

Leasable (Commercial) Minerals
S-1 Surface-disturbing activities are prohibited.

Mineral Materials (Common Variety)
S-1 New development of common variety minerals is prohibited.

Recreational Rock and Mineral Collecting
S-1 Surface disturbing rock and mineral collecting is prohibited.

Heritage
Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

Lands
Special Uses
S-1 Designated communication sites are prohibited.

G-1 Wind towers may be considered when their installation and operation
is compatible with existing and reasonably foreseeable future ski area
operations.

G-2 New communication use permits may be authorized on a case-by-
case basis.

Native American
Relations

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

Non-Native
Invasive Species
Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.
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Rare and Unique

Features
G-1
Recreation
S-1
G-1
G-2
G-3
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Vegetative manipulation may be implemented to protect or improve
habitat for threatened, endangered, or sensitive species.

Construction of campgrounds and day use areas is prohibited.

Dispersed recreation activities may occur within this management area
as long as the activity is compatible with the overall purpose of potential
alpine ski area expansion.

Foot trails are generally inconsistent with the objectives of this
management area. Existing foot trails may be maintained until actual
development of the area.

Motorized trails are generally inconsistent with the objectives of this
management area. Existing winter motorized trails may be maintained
until actual development of the area. No new motorized trail
construction is allowed.

Special Uses — Recreation Specific

S-1

G-1

Riparian/Aquatic

Any special use facility development is prohibited until a decision is
made on ski area expansion.

Outfitter/guide permits may be allowed.

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

Scenery
Management

Forest-wide standards and guidelines apply.

Transportation

System
5-1
G-1
Vegetation
Management
S-1
S-2

Any roads constructed must be closed and revegetated upon
completion of the project.

Existing roads unnecessary for management area objectives should be
closed and revegetated.

Timber harvest activities may occur on suitable ground as long as the
harvest activity is compatible with the overall purpose of potential ski
area expansion. These may include, but are not limited to, salvage
operations and other management actions related to insect and disease
control.

Where ha