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65-407

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

Chapter 315:
SMALL GENERATOR AGGREGATION

SUMMARY - This rule establishes the requirements for standard offer providers to purchase the electricity from small generators.
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§ 1
PURPOSE

The purpose of this Chapter is to ensure that small generators have reasonable access to the regional wholesale market.

§ 2
DEFINITIONS


A.
Eligible Generator. “Eligible generator” means a generator with a nameplate capacity of 5 megawatts or less.


B.
GIS Certificates. “GIS certificates” means certificates created pursuant to the NEPOOL Generation Information System that represent attributes of electric power and that may be traded separately from the energy commodity.


C.
ISO-NE. “ISO-NE” means the Independent System Operator of the New England bulk power system or successor organization.


D.
Northern Maine. “Northern Maine” means the area of Maine that is part of the Maritimes control area.


E.
Real-Time Nodel Clearing Price. “Real-time nodal clearing price” means the wholesale price for electric energy received or furnished at the applicable nodal location, as determined by ISO‑NE for settlement in the New England real-time energy market.


F.
Standard Offer Provider. “Standard offer provider” means a provider of standard offer service chosen pursuant to Chapter 301 of the Commission’s rules.

§ 3
PURCHASE OBLIGATION

A.
Purchase Requirement. The standard offer provider designated pursuant to Chapter 301 of the Commission’s rules to serve residential customers within the ISO-NE control area shall purchase any electricity available from any eligible generator located in the transmission and distribution service territory in which the standard offer provider is obligated to provide service, if requested to do so by the entity who own or controls the eligible generator. Requests for a standard offer provider to purchase electricity pursuant to this subsection shall be made through the transmission and distribution utility charged with administering the transaction between the eligible generator and the standard offer provider.


B.
Purchase Price. The standard offer provider shall purchase the energy from an eligible generator at the ISO-NE real-time nodal clearing price for the node on which the generator is located. The purchase price under this subsection shall be reduced for any incremental ISO-NE system administrative costs charged to the purchasing standard offer provider as a result of the requirements of this Chapter. The Commission by order may change the applicable purchase price upon a finding that another price would result in the transaction being financially neutral to the standard offer provider consistent with the purposes of this Chapter.


C.
Multiple Providers. If there are multiple standard offer providers serving residential customers within a transmission and distribution utility service territory, the purchase obligation shall be apportioned according to each provider’s share of the standard offer load obligation.


D.
Northern Maine. The purchase requirements of this Chapter shall become applicable to entities in northern Maine upon a finding by the Commission that the market design in northern Maine will accommodate the purchase of electricity from eligible generators by a standard offer provider in a manner that is financially neutral to the standard offer provider. In the event the Commission makes the requisite finding, it shall determine the appropriate means of establishing the purchase price.

§ 4
ADMINISTRATION

Transmission and distribution utilities shall administer the purchase and sale of electricity required by this Chapter for eligible generators located within their service territories. Eligible generators shall pay the utility’s administrative costs pursuant to a rate schedule approved by the Commission. Each transmission and distribution utility within the ISO-NE control area shall file a proposed rate schedule within 30 days of the effective date of this Chapter.

§ 5
FINANCIAL NEUTRALITY

The Commission shall issue an order suspending the operation of this Chapter if it finds that the purchase and sale of electricity from eligible generators cannot be accomplished in a manner that is financially neutral to the standard offer provider.

§ 6
NET ENERGY BILLING

A customer that has elected net energy billing pursuant to Chapter 313 of the Commission’s rules may opt to sell its monthly excess generation to the standard offer provider pursuant to this Chapter rather than applying excess kilowatt-hour credits against future kilowatt-hour usage pursuant to section 3(D) of Chapter 313. A customer that opts to sell generation pursuant to this section must affirmatively elect the option through the execution of a contract with the transmission and distribution utility. Net energy billing customers may not change between the sale of excess generation option and the application of excess kilowatt-hour credits against future usage option more than once in a calendar year.

§ 7
STANDARD CONTRACTS


Each transmission and distribution utility within the ISO-NE control area shall develop a standard contract to govern interactions with eligible generators that is consistent with the provisions of this Chapter. Any interested person may request that the Commission order a modification to the standard contract. Nothing in this Chapter exempts eligible generators from other legal requirements regarding the execution of contracts.

§ 8
GIS CERTIFICATES

An eligible generator that sells electricity pursuant to this Chapter is not required to transfer GIS certificates to the purchasing standard offer provider.

§ 9
TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS

The Director of Technical Analysis may adopt technical specifications that are necessary or useful in implementing the requirements of this Chapter. All technical specifications adopted pursuant to this section shall be consistent with applicable ISO‑NE requirements. Any interested person may request that the Director of Technical Analysis adopt technical specifications pursuant to this section.

§ 10
WAIVER OR EXEMPTION


Upon the request of any person subject to this Chapter or upon its own motion, the Commission may, for good cause, waive any requirement of this Chapter that is not required by statute. The waiver may not be inconsistent with the purposes of this Chapter or Title 35-A. The Commission, the Director of Technical Analysis, or the Presiding Officer assigned to a proceeding related to this Chapter may grant the waiver.

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 35-A M.R.S.A. §§ 104, 111, 1301 and 3210-A.

EFFECTIVE DATE: This rule, filing 2004-397, was approved as to form and legality by the Attorney General on September 10, 2004. It was filed with the Secretary of State on September 13, 2004 and will be effective on September 18, 2004.

