Board of Trustees

MAINE CRIMINAL JUSTICE ACADEMY

TRANSPORT OFFICER CERTIFICATION
Specification S-33

Purpose:

To establish certification requirements and procedures for Transport Officers.     

Transport Officer means “a person responsible for transferring or conveying from one place to another individuals who are confined in a jail, prison or state correctional facility pursuant to an order of a court or as a result of an arrest and who possesses a current and valid certificate issued by the board pursuant to 25 M.R.S., §2803-A.” – 25 M.R.S. 2801-A(8).    
This certification empowers personnel to perform prisoner transport and related duties only; no general law enforcement authority outside this limited scope of duty is intended or granted.  A transport officer is not required to report annual work hours to the Academy and is exempted from the Basic Law Enforcement Training Program, as outlined in 25 M.R.S. §§2801-B(L) and 2803-A-(8-C).
Certification:

A.  
The applicant shall have the following minimum requirements:

1.
The hiring agency must submit the following MCJA forms. 
a. 
Completion of the MCJA Phase II Law Enforcement Preservice Training Program, per 25 M.R.S. §2804-B(1) or the Basic Law Enforcement Training Program, per 25 M.R.S. §2804-C(1).
b.
MCJA Notice of Employment Form.

c.
MCJA Background Form.

d.

MCJA Firearms Completion Form.

B.
Upon being hired as a transport officer, each transport officer shall demonstrate safe and proficient competency in the handling of firearms and must qualify with an agency approved service weapon on a course of fire approved by the Academy Director with at least back-to-back 80% firearms scores.  Documentation of competency and qualification shall be attested to by an Academy Certified Firearms Instructor on a form approved by the Academy.  After the MCJA Background form, the MCJA Firearms form and the MCJA Notice of Employment form is received, the transport officer will be issued a Provisional Transport Officer Certificate of Eligibility.  
C.
Agencies must provide documentation that the student has successfully completed 80 hours of supervision as a transport officer (Phase III) within one (1) year of their hire date.  

D.
Once Phase III is completed and the MCJA Phase III form is received, a Provisional Transport Officer Certificate of Eligibility will be issued.  A transport officer may receive an extension by the Board of Trustees in extenuating circumstances if more time is needed to complete Phase III. 

E.
Certification as a transport officer will remain in effect, if the individual maintains employment in this capacity.  

Recertification:

A.
To maintain a Certificate of Eligibility to act as a transport officer in the State of Maine, a transport officer must complete the annual mandatory in-service training, per 25 M.R.S. §2804-E by December 31st of each calendar year. 
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John B. Rogers, Director                          

Brian R. Pellerin, Chair
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