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For further data on this topic, please contact:  
the Office of Data, Research, and Vital Statistics, BUREAU OF HEALTH 
at 161 Capitol Street, #11 State House Station, Augusta, Maine 04333-0011  
The contact person is: Cathy St. Pierre - (207) 287-5500     287-2070 (TTY)  
Visit our website at:   http://www.state.me.us/dhs/bohodr/index.htm 

Note:  Differences in rates are statistically significant, i.e., they could not be accounted for by chance alone. 
*These are events occurring in Maine and may include some non-residents. 

At the start of the 20th century, Maine’s population was just under 
695,000.  The resident count passed 1 million in 1971.  In 1999, Maine’s 
population, 1,269,783, was somewhat less than double what it was 100 
years earlier.  Nationally, the population more than tripled in that time. 
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In 1900, there were 14,095 live births in Maine.  Over the course of the 
century, the greatest number of births occurred in 1947 with 23,908 
births, and the lowest in 1999 when there were 13,608.  The birth rate fol-
lowed the same general pattern starting the century at 20.3 births/1,000 
population, peaking at 26.7 births in 1947, and ending the century at a 
significantly lower rate, 10.7 births. 
In contrast to the fluctuations of Maine’s birth rate, the death rate in 
Maine has had a slow but steady downward trend over the 100 year pe-
riod, starting the century at 16.4 deaths/1,000 population and ending the 
century at 9.6. 

There were 11,155 marriages and 6,416 divorces and annulments in 
Maine in 1999 - a ratio of 4 divorces for every 7 marriages.  At the start of 
the century, there was 1 divorce for every 7 marriages*. 
Seventy-nine women died from maternal causes in 1900 (deaths from 
problems of pregnancy or delivery) resulting in more than 5 maternal 
deaths for every 1,000 births; no women died from this cause in 1999.   
In 1900, 267 infants died for every 1,000 live births.  By 1999, this rate 
had decreased to fewer than 5 infant deaths for every 1,000 live births. 

For program information, please contact: Valerie Ricker, Director, Div. of Family Health at 287-5396 
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