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Where we are now. . .




Key FIndings

Municipalities voluntarily adopt, amend and
enforce building codes.

- Versions of the adopted codes differ from town to
town, leading to our current “patchwork quilt” of
codes.

+ Lack of uniform building codes creates unnecessary
confusion, and added time and cost to the design and
permitting process.




Key Findings cont.

State professional boards and agencies also
adopt and enforce codes and standards
separately- creating uncoordinated, sometimes
contradictory, regulations.

While the state has identified model building and
energy codes In statute, there are few or no
resources to administer and enforce them.




Key Findings cont.

While there are conflicts when you compare the
language of various codes, the more significant
“harmonization” issue Is a lack of clarity in the
permitting process at the state and local level.

Training for building and energy codes is not
regularly offered in Maine, and we have found
Interest from stakeholders for training and
certification in these codes.




Key Findings cont.

Code compliance for existing and historic
buildings Is typically a negotiated process on a
project by project basis. This system generally
works, but could work better.

The state model rehab code (IEBC) does
Increase options for bringing old buildings into
code compliance, but training needs to be
available for this code in order for it to be used
effectively.




Committee Recommendation
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Uniform Code Adoption
and Enforcement

Task

Public & Commercial
Buildings

Residential
Buildings

Adopt, amend, update state
uniform building code (IBC,
IEBC, IRC, IECC)

State — required, no local
amendments to state code

State - required, no

local amendments to
state code

Plan Review

State - required, with
delegated authority for
eligible municipalities

Local - voluntary

Inspection and C of O

Local - voluntary

Local - voluntary

Appeals

Local, State




Training and Certification




Technical Support




Conflict Resolution & Appeals




Uniform Building Code
Administration

Department of
Public Safety

State Fire Marshal:
Plan Review Division
Training Coordinator

Technical Building
Codes Board




Technical Building Codes Board




Codes Board Membership




State Fire Marshal’s Office




Proposed Uniform Building Code
Adoption Schedule




Phase Two: Coordinating
All State Building Related Codes
Administration Systems




Related Issues




Elevators, Accessibility
and Flood Regulations




Resolve 46 Building Codes
Implementation Plan

linda.c.laplante@maine.gov




