65

PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

2012-2013 Regulatory Agenda
October 1, 2012 – September 30, 2013
(including March 29 and April 26, 2013 amendments)

AGENCY UMBRELLA-UNIT NUMBER: 65-407

AGENCY NAME: Maine Public Utilities Commission

CONTACT PERSON: Joanne B. Steneck, General Counsel, State House Station 18, Augusta, ME 04333. Tel: (207)287-1390; E-mail: Joanne.Steneck@Maine.gov .
EMERGENCY RULES ADOPTED SINCE THE LAST REGULATORY AGENDA: None
CONSENSUS – BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT PROCESS: At this time, the Commission does not anticipate engaging in the consensus – based rule development process described in 5 MRSA §8051-B during 2012-2013.

EXPECTED 2012-2013 RULE-MAKING ACTIVITY:

CHAPTER 110: Rules of Practice and Procedure

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 5 MRSA §8051; 35-A MRSA §111

PURPOSE: To update rule to reflect current practices and procedures
ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Fall 2012
AFFECTED PARTIES: All utilities, interested persons and parties
CHAPTER 201: Service Quality Standards for Provider of Last Resort Service

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 35-A MRSA §7225
PURPOSE: To adopt rules to implement P.L. 2011, ch. 623

ANTICIPATED SCHEDLE: Fall 2012 (major substantive rule)
AFFECTED PARTIES: Entities designated as providers of last resort service and their customers
CHAPTER 2XX: Reassignment of Provider of Last Resort Service

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 35-A MRSA §7221
PURPOSE: To adopt rules to implement P.L. 2011, ch. 623

ANTICIPATED SCHEDLE: Spring 2013 

AFFECTED PARTIES: Entities designated as providers of last resort service and their customers
CHAPTER 2XX: Consumer Protection Standards for Provider of Last Resort Service

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 35-A MRSA §7223
PURPOSE: To adopt rules to implement P.L. 2011, ch. 623

ANTICIPATED SCHEDLE: Summer 2013 

AFFECTED PARTIES: Entities designated as providers of last resort service and their customers
CHAPTER 202: Requirements for Audiotext 

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: P.L. 2011, Ch. 623
PURPOSE: To repeal rules to implement P.L. 2011, ch. 623

ANTICIPATED SCHEDLE: Spring 2013 

AFFECTED PARTIES: Telecommunication utilities
From March 29, 2013 amendment

CHAPTER 206: Standards for Designating and Certifying Eligible 

Telecommunications Carriers Qualified to Receive Federal Universal Service Fund Support. 

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 35-A MRSA §7104(3) 

PURPOSE: To amend the rule to eliminate the certificate process for ETC designation for the sole purpose of offering Lifeline benefits. 

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Spring 2013 

AFFECTED PARTIES: Eligible Telecommunication Carriers only offering Lifeline benefits. 
CHAPTER 212: Exemption for CLECs from Certain Filing Requirements
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: P.L. 2011, ch. 623
PURPOSE: To repeal rules to implement P.L. 2011, ch. 623

ANTICIPATED SCHEDLE: Spring 2013 

AFFECTED PARTIES: Telecommunication utilities
CHAPTER 230: Installation, Maintenance and Ownership of Customer Premises Wire
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: P.L. 2011, ch. 623

PURPOSE: To repeal rules to implement P.L. 2011, ch. 623

ANTICIPATED SCHEDLE: Spring 2013 

AFFECTED PARTIES: Telecommunication utilities
CHAPTER 240: Mobile Telecommunications Services 

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: P.L. 2011, ch. 623
PURPOSE: To repeal rules to implement P.L. 2011, ch. 623

ANTICIPATED SCHEDLE: Spring 2013 

AFFECTED PARTIES: Telecommunication utilities
CHAPTER 250: Coin Operated Telephone Service
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: P.L. 2011, ch. 623
PURPOSE: To repeal rules to implement P.L. 2011, ch. 623

ANTICIPATED SCHEDLE: Spring 2013 

AFFECTED PARTIES: Telecommunication utilities
CHAPTER 285: Maine Telecommunications Education Access Fund

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 35-A MRSA §7104-B
PURPOSE: To adopt amendments to make rule consistent with Ch. 284 promulgated pursuant to P.L. 2011, ch. 600 
ANTICIPATED SCHEDLE: Spring 2013 

AFFECTED PARTIES: Telecommunications carriers and their customers

CHAPTER 288: Maine Universal Service Fund

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 35-A MRSA §7104
PURPOSE: To adopt amendments to make rule consistent with Ch. 284 promulgated pursuant to P.L. 2011, ch. 600

ANTICIPATED SCHEDLE: Spring 2013 

AFFECTED PARTIES: Telecommunications carriers and their customers 

CHAPTER 289: Requirements and Terms for Bundled Services offered by ILECs 
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: P.L. 2011, ch. 623
PURPOSE: To repeal rules to implement P.L. 2011, ch. 623

ANTICIPATED SCHEDLE: Spring 2013 

AFFECTED PARTIES: Telecommunication carriers
CHAPTER 291: Standards for Billing and Collection for non-ETCs 

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: P.L. 2011, ch. 623
PURPOSE: To repeal rules to implement P.L. 2011, ch. 623

ANTICIPATED SCHEDLE: Spring 2013 

AFFECTED PARTIES: Telecommunication carriers
CHAPTER 292: Billing and collection for IXCs
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: P.L. 2011, ch. 623
PURPOSE: To adopt rules to implement P.L. 2011, ch. 623

ANTICIPATED SCHEDLE: Spring 2013 

AFFECTED PARTIES: Telecommunication carriers
From March 29, 2013 amendment

CHAPTER 294: Lifeline and Link-Up Service Program 

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 35-A MRSA §7104(3) 

PURPOSE: To amend the rule to make Lifeline eligibility requirements the same as those established by the Federal Communications Commission and to remove all references to the Link-Up Program. 

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Spring 2013 

AFFECTED PARTIES: Eligible Telecommunication Carriers and low income customers. 

From March 29, 2013 amendment

CHAPTER 314: Statewide Low-income Assistance Plan 

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 35-A MRSA §3214 

PURPOSE: To amend the rule to allow customers in subsidized housing to receive oxygen pumps and ventilator benefits. 

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Spring 2013 

AFFECTED PARTIES: Electric T&D customers 
From April 26, 2013 amendment

CHAPTER 324: Small Generator Interconnection Procedures 

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 35-A MRSA §§ 104, 111; Resolves 2007 ch. 183

PURPOSE: To amend the rule to clarify the need for review and approval by a professional engineer of certain generator projects. 

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Spring 2013 

AFFECTED PARTIES: Small Generators and T&D Utilities 

CHAPTER 395: Construction Standards and Ownership and Cost Allocation Rules for Electric Distribution Line Extensions
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 35-A MRSA §314
PURPOSE: To adopt rules to implement P.L. 2011, ch. 484

ANTICIPATED SCHEDLE: Fall 2012

AFFECTED PARTIES: Utilities, customers seeking line extensions

CHAPTER 675: Water Infrastructure Surcharge and Capital Reserve Fund

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 35-A MRSA §6107-A(5)

PURPOSE: To amend rules to implement P.L. 2011, ch. 602

ANTICIPATED SCHEDLE: Fall 2012 (major substantive rule)
AFFECTED PARTIES: Water utilities and their customers

CHAPTER 815 Consumer Protection Standards for Electric and Gas Transmission and Distribution Utilities
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 35-A MRSA §§ 104, 111, 704, 1308
PURPOSE: To clarify the rule concerning staying disconnections during medical emergencies and other changes consistent with the Commission’s experience administering the rule
ANTICIPATED SCHEDLE: Summer 2013

AFFECTED PARTIES: Utilities and their customers

CHAPTER 840: Intervenor Funding
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 35 MRSA §1310

PURPOSE: To update the rule to make it consistent with statutory changes

ANTICIPATED SCHEDLE: Winter 2013

AFFECTED PARTIES: Intervenors seeking funding to participate in Commission proceedings

CHAPTER 895: Underground Facility Damage Prevention Requirements

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 23 MRSA §3360-A, P.L. 2011, ch. 588
PURPOSE: To clarify the enforcement process and other changes based on stakeholder group recommendations
ANTICIPATED SCHEDLE: Fall 2012 (major substantive rule)
AFFECTED PARTIES: Utilities and excavators
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