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94-348

MAINE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION

2011-2012 Regulatory Agenda
September 19, 2011
(Amended May 29, 2012)
AGENCY UMBRELLA-UNIT NUMBER: 94-348
AGENCY NAME: Maine Human Rights Commission
CONTACT PERSON: John P. Gause, Commission Counsel, 51 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333-0051

EMERGENCY RULES ADOPTED SINCE THE LAST REGULATORY AGENDA: None

EXPECTED 2011-2012 RULE-MAKING ACTIVITY:

CHAPTER 2: Procedural Rule
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 5 M.R.S.A. §4566(7)
PURPOSE: Update provisions to ensure substantial equivalency with Fair Housing Act; change “Compliance Officer” to “Compliance Manager”; provide for third-party mediation program.

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Unknown

AFFECTED PARTIES: Housing parties appearing before the Commission

CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: No

CHAPTER 4: Equal Educational Opportunity

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 5 M.R.S.A. §4566(7)
PURPOSE: Add additional protected classes; enact harassment provisions; update existing provisions.

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Unknown
AFFECTED PARTIES: Students, teachers, administrators, schools

CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: No

CHAPTER 4-A: Procedural Rule: Equal Educational Opportunity

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 5 M.R.S.A. §4566(7)
PURPOSE: Change “Compliance Officer” to “Compliance Manager”; provide for third-party mediation program; include public charter schools in definition of public school.

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: May-July 2012.

AFFECTED PARTIES: Students, teachers, administrators, schools
CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: No
CHAPTER 5: Public Accommodations Regulations Relating to Physical or Mental Disability Discrimination in Public Conveyances of the Maine Human Rights Commission

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 5 M.R.S.A. §4566(7)
PURPOSE: Update to address revised Americans with Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidelines for Transportation Vehicles/implement applicable changes from Public Law Chapter 322, 125th Maine Legislature.

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Following implementation of the federal revised Guidelines/prior to March 15, 2012.
AFFECTED PARTIES: All users and providers of public conveyances

CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: No
CHAPTER 6: Accessibility Requirements for Public Accommodations & Places of Employment
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 5 M.R.S.A. §4566(7)
PURPOSE: Update to implement applicable changes from Public Law Chapter 322, 125th Maine Legislature.

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: May-July 2012

AFFECTED PARTIES: All users and providers of places of public accommodations and employment.

CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: No
CHAPTER 7: Accessibility Regulations of the Maine Human Rights Commission
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 5 M.R.S.A. §4566(7)
PURPOSE: Update to implement applicable changes from Public Law Chapter 322, 125th Maine Legislature; new definition of “service animal”; and the revised federal Department of Justice regulations interpreting Title III of the Americans with Disabilities Act.

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: May-July 2012

AFFECTED PARTIES: All users and providers of places of public accommodations
CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: No
CHAPTER 8: Housing Regulations of the Maine Human Rights Commission
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 5 M.R.S.A. §4566(7)
PURPOSE: Update provisions to ensure substantial equivalency with Fair Housing Act.

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Unknown
AFFECTED PARTIES: All housing users, providers, and related parties
CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: No
