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Public Utilities Commission

2011-2012 REGULATORY AGENDA

October 1, 2011 – September 30, 2012
(as amended July 20, 2012)
AGENCY UMBRELLA-UNIT NUMBER: 65-407
AGENCY NAME: Maine Public Utilities Commission
CONTACT PERSON: Joanne B. Steneck, General Counsel, State House Station 18, Augusta, ME 04333. Tel: (207) 287-1390; E-mail: Joanne.Steneck@Maine.gov .
EMERGENCY RULES ADOPTED SINCE THE LAST REGULATORY AGENDA: None
CONSENSUS – BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT PROCESS: At this time, the Commission does not anticipate engaging in the consensus – based rule development process described in 5 M.R.S.A. §8051-B during 2011-2012.

EXPECTED 2011-2012 RULE-MAKING ACTIVITY:

CHAPTER 110: Rules of Practice and Procedure

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 5 M.R.S.A. §8051; 35-A M.R.S.A. §111

PURPOSE: To update rule to reflect current practices and procedures.

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Summer 2012
AFFECTED PARTIES: All utilities, interested persons and parties
Chapter 306: Uniform Information Disclosure and Informational Filing Requirements
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 35-A M.R.S.A. §3203; P.L. 2011, ch. 284
PURPOSE: Remove requirement for CEP customer information consistent with P.L. 2011, ch. 284.
ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Fall 2011

AFFECTED PARTIES: Transmission and Distribution Utilities and their customers
Chapter 313: Customer Net Energy Billing

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 35-A M.R.S.A. §3210-C

PURPOSE: To incorporate statutory amendments from P.L. 2011, ch. 262.
ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Winter 2012

AFFECTED PARTIES: Transmission and Distribution Utilities and their customers
CHAPTER 316: Long Term Contracting/Resource Adequacy Planning
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 35-A M.R.S.A. §§ 3210, 3210-C

PURPOSE: To incorporate statutory amendments in P.L. 2011, ch. 273 and P.L. 2011, ch. 413.

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Winter 2012
AFFECTED PARTIES: All transmission and distribution utilities, competitive electricity providers, and their customers
CHAPTER 330: Transmission Line Filing Requirements

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 35-A M.R.S.A. §§ 104, 111, 3132

PURPOSE: To incorporate statutory amendments from P.L. 2011, ch. 281.

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Spring 2012
AFFECTED PARTIES: Transmission and distribution utilities
CHAPTER 421: Safety and Operation Standards for Liquefied Petroleum Gas Distribution Systems
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 35-A M.R.S.A. §§ 111, 4702-A, P.L. 2011, ch. 197
PURPOSE: To revise existing gas safety standards for liquefied natural gas to comply with federal requirements and recommendations of stakeholder group.
ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Fall 2011
AFFECTED PARTIES: Propane Facility Operators and general public
Chapter 710: Auditing Requirements for All Public Utilities
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 35-A M.R.S.A. §505

PURPOSE: To amend the auditing requirements for small water utilities.

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Fall 2011

AFFECTED PARTIES: Water Utilities

Chapter 815: Consumer Protection Standards for Electric and Gas Transmission and Distribution Utilities
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: Resolves 2011, ch. 32; 38
PURPOSE: Amend rule related to commercial customer deposit requirements.
ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Fall 2011

AFFECTED PARTIES: T&D Utilities and their customers
Chapter 895: Underground Facility Damage Prevention Requirements

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 23 M.R.S.A. §3360-A, P.L. 2011, ch. 72
PURPOSE: To clarify the enforcement process and other changes based on stakeholder group recommendations.

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Fall 2011
AFFECTED PARTIES: Utilities and excavators

Amendment of July 20, 2012

CHAPTER 284: Prepaid Wireless Fee

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 35-A M.R.S.A. §§ 7104(3-A) and 7104-B(2-A)

PURPOSE: To adopt rules to implement P.L. 2011, ch. 600.

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Summer 2012

AFFECTED PARTIES: Wireless telecommunications carriers, sellers of prepaid wireless telecommunications service and their customers
CHAPTER 395: Construction Standards, Ownership and Cost Allocation and Customer Charges Rules for Electric Distribution Line Extensions

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 35-A M.R.S.A. §315(5)

PURPOSE: To amend the rules to implement P.L. 2011, ch. 484.

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Summer 2012

AFFECTED PARTIES: Large transmission and distribution utilities and their customers seeking line extensions
CHAPTER 2XX: Service Quality Standards for Provider of Last Resort Service

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 35-A M.R.S.A. §7725

PURPOSE: To adopt rules to implement P.L. 2011, ch. 623.

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Summer 2012 (major substantive rules)
AFFECTED PARTIES: Entities designated as providers of last resort service and their customers
CHAPTER 675: Water Infrastructure Surcharge and Capital Reserve Fund

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 35-A M.R.S.A. §6107-A(5)

PURPOSE: To adopt rules to implement P.L. 2011, ch. 602

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Summer 2012 (major substantive rules)
AFFECTED PARTIES: Water utilities and their customers
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