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MAINE DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION

2011-2012 REGULATORY AGENDA

October 6, 2011

CONTACT PERSON: Dan Burke; 22 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333. Telephone: (207) 287-4909. E-mail: Dan.Burke@Maine.gov .

Maine Forest Service

AGENCY UMBRELLA-UNIT NUMBER: 04-058
AGENCY NAME: Department of Conservation, Maine Forest Service
EMERGENCY RULES ADOPTED SINCE LAST REGULATORY AGENDA: None
EXPECTED 2011 – 2012 RULEMAKING ACTIVITY:
NEW RULES: Rules to ban the import of untreated firewood, define acceptable firewood treatment and associated labeling requirements, establish variance procedures and govern inspection, seizure, destruction or other disposition of any non-compliant out of state firewood.
STATUTORY BASIS: Public Law 2010, Ch. 585, LD 1607, An Act to Regulate the Transportation of Firewood (12 M.R.S. §8305 (as amended by PL 2010, Ch. 585)
PURPOSE: The chapter authorizes the Director of the Maine Forest Service to seek resources and implement restrictions on the import of firewood into the state to reduce risk of introducing forest diseases and pests of foreign origin.
ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: The rulemaking process will begin late fall 2011. Final rules are anticipated by spring 2012.
AFFECTED PARTIES: Maine homeowners, campground owners, retail and wholesale firewood dealers, out of state visitors 
CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: Not contemplated
Bureau of Parks and Lands

AGENCY UMBRELLA-UNIT NUMBER: 04-059
AGENCY NAME: Department of Conservation, Bureau of Parks and Lands
EMERGENCY RULES ADOPTED SINCE LAST REGULATORY AGENDA: None
EXPECTED 2011 – 2012 RULEMAKING ACTIVITY:
Chapter 53: Submerged Lands Rules
STATUTORY BASIS: 12 M.R.S. §§ 1801, 1803, and 1862
PURPOSE: These rules need to be amended to establish an annual rent fee schedule for renewable ocean energy projects located in state waters.
ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Issue proposed amendments by March 2012; adopt amendments by June 2012
AFFECTED PARTIES: Potential renewable ocean energy project developers and other users of coastal waters and public submerged lands
CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: Not contemplated.
Chapter 9: Rules for Snowmobile Capital Equipment Grant in Aid Program
STATUTORY BASIS: 12 M.R.S. §13104(4)
PURPOSE: These rules need to be amended to include “groomer repairs” in the list of eligible reimbursements for the Capital Equipment Grant Program.
ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Issue proposed amendments by March 2012; adopt amendments by June 2012
AFFECTED PARTIES: Municipalities, counties, snowmobile groups, and others who are participating in this grant program
CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: Not contemplated.

Land Use Regulation Commission

AGENCY UMBRELLA-UNIT NUMBER: 04-061
AGENCY NAME: Department of Conservation, Land Use Regulation Commission
EMERGENCY RULES ADOPTED SINCE LAST REGULATORY AGENDA: None
EXPECTED 2011 – 2012 RULEMAKING ACTIVITY:
CHAPTER 10: Land Use Districts and Standards, Miscellaneous Changes
STATUTORY BASIS: 12 M.R.S. §§ 684, 685
PURPOSE: These rules establish land use standards for lands under LURC jurisdiction. They need to be updated periodically to address issues which become obvious through experience gained from applying current rules as well as correcting errors, updating references, as appropriate, and other minor changes to Chapter 10.
ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Issue proposed amendments by June 2012; adopt amendments by October 2012; submit for legislative review during January 2013
AFFECTED PARTIES: Landowners and others who hold interests in lands under LURC jurisdiction
CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: Not contemplated.
CHAPTER 10: Land Use Districts and Standards, Changes to Enhance Regulatory Efficiency
STATUTORY BASIS: 12 M.R.S. §§ 684, 685
PURPOSE: These rules establish land use standards for lands under LURC jurisdiction. Methods to increase efficiencies in the review and permitting of development will be considered, such as expanding the application of provisions regarding Level II subdivisions, handling certain activities by permit-by-rule or its equivalent, and reviewing nonconforming use and other provisions to consider revisions consistent with Shoreland Zoning Guidelines currently under review by a DEP stakeholders group.
ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Issue proposed amendments by July 2012; adopt amendments by November 2012; submit for legislative review by March 2013.
AFFECTED PARTIES: Landowners and others who hold interests in lands under LURC jurisdiction
CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: Not contemplated
CHAPTER 10: Land Use Districts and Standards, Natural Resource Protection Act-related (NRPA) Changes
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 12 M.R.S. §§ 684, 685
PURPOSE: Rules need to be promulgated to provide resource protection in LURC jurisdiction consistent with that provided under NRPA in organized areas of the state, as required by the NRPA statute.
ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Track upcoming legislative action on the NRPA statute and issue proposed amendments by August 2012, adopt amendments by December 2012; submit for legislative review by March 2013
AFFECTED PARTIES: Landowners and others who hold interests in lands under LURC jurisdiction
CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: Not contemplated
