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02-643

BOARD OF SPEECH, AUDIOLOGY AND HEARING

2011 – 2012 Regulatory Agenda
September 29, 2011
AGENCY UMBRELLA-UNIT NUMBER: 02-643 (formerly 02-164 and 02-296)
AGENCY NAME: Department of Professional and Financial Regulation, Office of Professional and Occupational Regulation, Board of Speech, Audiology and Hearing
CONTACT PERSON: Torrey Gray, Board Administrator, 35 State House Station, Augusta, Maine  04333-0035. Tel: (207) 624-8420. E-mail: Torrey.J.Gray@Maine.gov .
EMERGENCY RULES ADOPTED SINCE THE LAST REGULATORY AGENDA: None.\
EXPECTED 2011-2012 RULEMAKING ACTIVITY: 
Complete Repeal and Replacement in Progress

The rules of the former Hearing Aid Dealers and Fitters Board and the former Board of Examiners on Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology will be repealed pursuant to PL 2007, c. 369, §C-4 upon the adoption of superseding rules by the new Board of Speech, Audiology and Hearing. The board is currently in the rules development process. The replacement rules chapters are as follows:
CHAPTER 1: Definitions

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 32 M.R.S.A. §17203
PURPOSE: This chapter defines specialized terms used in the board’s rules.
SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: 2011-2012
AFFECTED PARTIES: Applicants for licensure, licensees and the public.

CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: Not expected.

CHAPTER 2: Advisory Rulings
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 5 M.R.S.A. §§ 8051, 9001(4)
PURPOSE: This chapter provides for the discretionary issuance of advisory rulings by the board.
SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: 2011-2012
AFFECTED PARTIES: Applicants for licensure licensees and the public.

CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: Not expected.

CHAPTER 3: Pathways to Licensure as a Speech-Language Pathologist, Audiologist or Hearing Aid Dealer and Fitter
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 32 M.R.S.A. §17203
PURPOSE: This chapter sets forth criteria for the initial licensure of speech-language pathologists, audiologists and hearing aid dealers and fitters.
SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: 2011-2012
AFFECTED PARTIES: Applicants for licensure, licensees and the public.

CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT:  Not expected.

CHAPTER 4: Licensure of Temporary Speech-Language Pathologists and Audiologists
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 32 M.R.S.A. §17203
PURPOSE: This chapter sets forth provisions for the initial and renewal licensure of temporary speech-language pathologists and audiologists.
SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: 2011-2012
AFFECTED PARTIES: Applicants for licensure, licensee and the public.

CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: Not expected.

CHAPTER 5: Permitting and Licensure of Hearing Aid Dealers and Fitters
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 32 M.R.S.A. §17203
PURPOSE: This chapter sets forth permitting, renewal, examination and supervision requirements for trainee hearing aid dealers and fitters.

SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: 2011-2012
AFFECTED PARTIES: Applicants for licensure, licensees and the public.

CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT:  Not expected.


CHAPTER 6: Application for Licensure
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 32 M.R.S.A. §17203
PURPOSE: This chapter sets forth application procedures for licenses registrations and permits issued by the board.

SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: 2011-2012
AFFECTED PARTIES: Applicants for licensure, licensees and the public.

CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT:  Not expected.

CHAPTER 7: License Renewal; Inactive Status
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 32 M.R.S.A. §17203
PURPOSE: This chapter sets forth: (a) procedures for license renewal by speech-language pathologists, audiologists and hearing aid dealers and fitters, (b) application for and renewal of inactive status licensure, and (c) reinstatement from inactive to active status licensure.
SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: 2011-2012
AFFECTED PARTIES: Applicants for licensure, licensees and the public.

CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: Not expected.

CHAPTER 8: Continuing Professional Education

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 32 M.R.S.A. §17203
PURPOSE: This chapter sets forth: the continuing education requirement for licensees of the board.

SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: 2011-2012
AFFECTED PARTIES: Applicants for licensure, licensees and the public.

CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: Not expected.

CHAPTER 9: Speech-Language Pathology Assistants

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 32 M.R.S.A. §17203
PURPOSE: This chapter sets forth: supervision requirements and other responsibilities of speech-language pathologists for the assistants they supervise. This chapter also describes the scope of speech-language pathology assistants.

SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: 2011-2012
AFFECTED PARTIES: Applicants for licensure, licensees and the public.

CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: Not expected.

CHAPTER 10: Practice of Hearing Aid Dealing and Fitting

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 32 M.R.S.A. §§17203, 17305
PURPOSE: This chapter sets forth practice requirements relating to the calibration of audiometers and medical evaluation of the purchaser prior to the fitting of a hearing aid.

SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: 2011-2012
AFFECTED PARTIES: Applicants for licensure, licensees and the public.

CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: Not expected

CHAPTER 11: Code of Ethics

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 32 M.R.S.A. §17203
PURPOSE: This chapter contains a code of ethics to be observed by licensees of the board.

SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: 2011-2012
AFFECTED PARTIES: Applicants for licensure, licensees and the public.

CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: Not expected

CHAPTER 12: Professional Misconduct

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 32 M.R.S.A. §17203
PURPOSE: This chapter describes professional misconduct that may result in disciplinary action against a licensee, including denial or non-renewal of a license.

SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: 2011-2012
AFFECTED PARTIES: Applicants for licensure, licensees and the public.

CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: Not expected

3

