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2010-2011 REGULATORY AGENDA

October 1, 2010 – September 30, 2011
65-407: Public Utilities Commission (PUC)

65-625: Emergency Services Communication Bureau

AGENCY UMBRELLA-UNIT NUMBER: 65-407
AGENCY NAME: Maine Public Utilities Commission
CONTACT PERSON: Joanne B. Steneck, General Counsel, State House Station 18, Augusta, ME 04333. Tel: (207)287-1390; E-mail: Joanne.steneck@maine.gov 
EMERGENCY RULES ADOPTED SINCE THE LAST REGULATORY AGENDA: None
CONSENSUS – BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT PROCESS: At this time, the Commission does not anticipate engaging in the consensus – based rule development process described in 5 M.R.S.A. §8051-B during 2010-2011.

EXPECTED 2010-2011 RULE-MAKING ACTIVITY:

CHAPTER 110: Rules of Practice and Procedure

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 5 M.R.S.A. §8051; 35-A M.R.S.A. §111

PURPOSE: To update rule to reflect current practices and procedures.

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Spring 2011
AFFECTED PARTIES: All utilities, interested persons and parties.

CHAPTER 280: Provision of Competitive Telecommunications Services
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 35-A M.R.S.A. §§ 2102(1), 7107-B, 111

PURPOSE: To amend rule based on statutory changes.

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Winter 2011
AFFECTED PARTIES: Telecommunications carriers and their customers.

CHAPTER 285: Maine Telecommunications Education Access Fund

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 35-A M.R.S.A. §§ 104, 111, 7104-B

PURPOSE: To amend rule to clarify its application to all telecommunications carriers regardless of revenue collection practices.

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Fall 2010

AFFECTED PARTIES: Telecommunications carriers and their customers.

CHAPTER 288: Maine Universal Service Fund

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 35-A M.R.S.A. §§ 104, 111, 7104

PURPOSE: To amend rule to clarify its application to all telecommunications carriers regardless of revenue collection practices.

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Fall 2010

AFFECTED PARTIES: Telecommunications carriers and their customers.

CHAPTER 3XX: Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative, Electric Ratepayer Rebate System

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 35-A M.R.S.A. §10109

PURPOSE: To implement the system by which revenue received by the Efficiency Maine Trust that exceeds $5.00 per allowance from the sale of carbon dioxide allowances through the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative is transferred to the Commission and rebated to electric ratepayers.
ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Fall 2010

AFFECTED PARTIES: Efficiency Maine Trust, transmission and distribution utilities and their customers.
CHAPTER 316: Long Term Contracting/Resource Adequacy Planning
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 35-A M.R.S.A. §§ 3210-C, 3210-D

PURPOSE: To incorporate statutory amendments.
ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Fall 2010
AFFECTED PARTIES: All transmission and distribution utilities, competitive electricity providers and their customers.

CHAPTER 326: Green Power Offer
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: P.L. 2009, ch. 329
PURPOSE: To establish rules to implement a program for the Commission to solicit green power option as an alternative to the standard offer.
ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Fall 2010
AFFECTED PARTIES: Transmission and distribution customers.
CHAPTER 330: Transmission Line Filing Requirements

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 35-A M.R.S.A. §§ 104, 111, 3132

PURPOSE: To incorporate statutory amendments.

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Winter 2011
AFFECTED PARTIES: Transmission and distribution utilities.

CHAPTER 420: Gas Safety Standards for Natural Gas Transmission and Distribution Systems and Liquefied Natural Gas Facilities
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 35-A M.R.S.A. §§ 111, 4702

PURPOSE: To revise existing gas safety standards for natural gas and liquefied natural gas to comply with federal requirements, as well as to establish new state requirements consistent with current recommended safety practices.

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Fall 2010
AFFECTED PARTIES: Gas utilities and the general public.
CHAPTER 4XX: Natural Gas Conservation Fund Assessment
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 35-A M.R.S.A. §§ 10111

PURPOSE: To define gas utility’s delivery revenues for purposes of the Conservation Fund Assessment.

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Fall 2010

AFFECTED PARTIES: Gas utilities serving more than 5000 customers.
CHAPTER 895: Underground Facility Damage Prevention Requirements

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 23 M.R.S.A. §3360-A
PURPOSE: To clarify the enforcement process and other changes based on experience operating under the current rule.

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Spring 2011
AFFECTED PARTIES: Utilities and excavators

AMENDMENT TO THE

MAINE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

REGULATORY AGENDA 2010-2011

(received October 26, 2010)

CHAPTER 421: Liquid Propane Gas Distribution System Safety and Operation Standards

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 35-A M.R.S.A. §§ 111 and 4508

PURPOSE: To propose amendments to Chapter 421, setting forth safety and operation standards for jurisdictional liquid propane gas transmission and distribution systems.

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Fall 2010

AFFECTED PARTIES: Jurisdictional Propane System Operators.

CHAPTER 140: Utility Service and Infrastructure Maps

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 35-A M.R.S.A. §§ 111, 301, 2102-2105, 2110

PURPOSE: To amend rule based on Commission's experience operating under the rule.

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Fall 2010

AFFECTED PARTIES: All utilities.

AMENDMENT TO THE

MAINE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

REGULATORY AGENDA 2010-2011

(received February 11, 2011)

CHAPTER 140: Utility Service Area and Infrastructure Maps

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 35-A M.R.S.A. §§ 104,111,112,301,307, 1311-A, 1311B, 2102-2105, and 2110

PURPOSE: To amend Rule to update Technical Specifications and clarify infrastructure definitions

PROPOSAL EXPECTED: January 2011

DECISION EXPECTED: March 2011

CHAPTER 421: Safety and Operation Standards for Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) Distribution systems

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 35-A M.R.S.A. §§ 111 and 4508

PURPOSE: To amend Rule to update Technical Specifications and clarify safety requirements

PROPOSAL EXPECTED: October 2010

DECISION EXPECTED: February 2011 

AMENDMENT TO THE

MAINE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

REGULATORY AGENDA 2010-2011

(received April 27, 2011)

CHAPTER 660: Consumer Protection Standards for Water Utilities
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 35-A M.R.S.A. §§ 104, 111, 704, and 1308

PURPOSE: To amend rule to correct errors, omissions, and inconsistencies discovered after the rule's adoption on September 30, 2010

PROPOSAL EXPECTED: May 2011

DECISION EXPECTED: July 2011
AGENCY UMBRELLA UNIT NUMBER: 65-625
AGENCY NAME: Emergency Services Communication Bureau
CONTACT PERSON: Joanne B. Steneck, General Counsel, State House Station 18, Augusta, ME 04333. Tel: (207)287-1390; E-mail: Joanne.steneck@maine.gov 
EMERGENCY RULES ADOPTED SINCE THE LAST REGULATORY AGENDA: None
EXPECTED 2010-2011 RULE-MAKING ACTIVITY:

Chapter 1: Standards for Establishing A Statewide Enhanced 9-1-1 System
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 25 M.R.S.A. §2926
PURPOSE: To make changes consistent with any legislative requirements concerning consolidation of PSAPs.
ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Spring 2011
AFFECTED PARTIES: Public Safety Answering Points and Dispatch Centers
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