2009-2010 REGULATORY AGENDA

September 22, 2009 – October 1, 2010
AGENCY UMBRELLA-UNIT NUMBER: 65-407

AGENCY NAME: Maine Public Utilities Commission

CONTACT PERSON: Joanne B. Steneck, General Counsel, State House Station 18, Augusta, ME 04333. Tel: (207)287-1390; E-mail: Joanne.steneck@maine.gov 
EMERGENCY RULES ADOPTED SINCE THE LAST REGULATORY AGENDA: None 
CONSENSUS – BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT PROCESS: At this time, the Commission does not anticipate engaging in the consensus – based rule development process described in 5 M.R.S.A. §8051-B during 2009-2010.

EXPECTED 2009-2010 RULE-MAKING ACTIVITY:

CHAPTER 110: Rules of Practice and Procedure

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 5 M.R.S.A. §8051; 35-A M.R.S.A. §111

PURPOSE: To update rule to reflect current practices and procedures.

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Winter 2010

AFFECTED PARTIES: All utilities, interested persons and parties.

CHAPTER 140: Utility Service and Infrastructure Maps 
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 35-A M.R.S.A. §§ 111, 301, 2102-2105, 2110

PURPOSE: To amend rule based on Commission’s experience operating under the rule and to accommodate changes in technology.

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Winter 2010
AFFECTED PARTIES: All utilities.

CHAPTER 210: Uniform System of Accounts for Telephone Utilities
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 35-A M.R.S.A. §§ 107, 111, 112, 501, 502, 504, 505, 507

PURPOSE: To conform the rule to the nationally established Uniform System of Accounts and update Annual Report requirements.

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Summer 2010
AFFECTED PARTIES: All telephone utilities.

CHAPTER 250: Coin Operated Telephone (COCOT) Service 
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 35-A M.R.S.A. §§ 111, 301, 2010, 7301, 7503

PURPOSE: To determine what provisions of the rule remain necessary.

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Summer 2010
AFFECTED PARTIES: COCOT providers and COCOT users.

CHAPTER 280: Provision of Competitive Telecommunications Services
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 35-A M.R.S.A. §§ 2102(1), 7107-B, 111

PURPOSE: To Amend rule based on statutory changes.

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Winter 2011
AFFECTED PARTIES: Telecommunications carriers and their customers.

CHAPTER 301: Standard Offer Service

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: P.L. 2009, ch. 329

PURPOSE: To amend the rule to allow for a green power option as an alternative to the standard offer.

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Fall 2009

AFFECTED PARTIES: Transmission and distribution customers.

CHAPTER 311: Eligible Resource Portfolio Requirements
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: P.L. 2009, ch. 329

PURPOSE: Implement energy credit multiplier as required by recent legislation.
ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Fall 2009
AFFECTED PARTIES: Small renewable generators and competitive electricity providers
CHAPTER 316: Long Term Contracting/Resource Adequacy Planning
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 35-A M.R.S.A. §§ 3210-C, 3210-D

PURPOSE: To incorporate statutory amendments.
ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Winter 2010
AFFECTED PARTIES: All transmission and distribution utilities, competitive electricity providers and their customers.

CHAPTER 324: Small Generators Interconnection Standards
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 35-A M.R.S.A. §§ 104, 111, Resolves 2007, ch. 183

PURPOSE: To establish uniform interconnection standards for small generators.

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Fall 2009
AFFECTED PARTIES: Transmission and distribution utilities, small generators.

CHAPTER 325: Community-Based Renewable Energy
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: P.L. 2009, ch. 329
PURPOSE: Promote development of small renewable generators
ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Fall 2009
AFFECTED PARTIES: Small renewable generators and transmission and distribution customers
CHAPTER 326: Green Power Offer
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: P.L. 2009, ch. 329
PURPOSE: To establish rules to implement a program for the Commission to solicit green power option as an alternative to the standard offer.
ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Fall 2009
AFFECTED PARTIES: Transmission and distribution customers.
CHAPTER 330: Transmission Line Filing Requirements

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 35-A M.R.S.A. §§ 104, 111, 3132

PURPOSE: To incorporate statutory amendments.

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Winter 2010

AFFECTED PARTIES: Transmission and distribution utilities.

CHAPTER 420: Gas Safety Standards for Natural Gas Transmission and Distribution Systems and Liquefied Natural Gas Facilities 
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 35-A M.R.S.A. §§ 111, 4702

PURPOSE: To revise existing gas safety standards for natural gas and liquefied natural gas to comply with federal requirements, as well as to establish new state requirements consistent with current recommended safety practices.

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Fall 2009
AFFECTED PARTIES: Gas utilities and the general public.
CHAPTER 421: Safety & Operation Standards for Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) Distribution Systems.
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 35-A M.R.S.A. § 
PURPOSE: To establish a separate rule for safety and operation requirements and enforcement procedures for LPG distribution systems consistent with Federal requirements and current recommended safety practices.
ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Fall 2009
AFFECTED PARTIES: Operators of LPG distribution systems and the general public.
CHAPTER 62: Service Standards for Water Utilities
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 35-A M.R.S.A. §§ 111, 301

PURPOSE: Repeal rule and incorporate its provisions in the new Chapter 660.

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Fall 2009
AFFECTED PARTIES: Water utilities and their customers.

CHAPTER 660: Standards for Service and Credit and Collection Programs for Water Utilities
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 35-A M.R.S.A. §§ 111, 704

PURPOSE: To create a separate rule applicable to water utility credit and collection practices and service standards.
ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Fall 2009
AFFECTED PARTIES: Water utilities and their customers.

CHAPTER 720: Compliance with GAAP Requirements of SFAS No. 106
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 35-A M.R.S.A. §501
PURPOSE: To determine if rule can be repealed
ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Summer 2010
AFFECTED PARTIES: All public utilities 
CHAPTER 730: Compliance By Public Utilities With the Requirements of Statement of Financial Accounting Standards of No. 109 Established by the Financial Accounting Standards Board
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 35-A M.R.S.A. §501
PURPOSE: To determine if rule an be repealed
ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Summer 2010
AFFECTED PARTIES: All public utilities
CHAPTER 81: Residential Utility Service Standards for Credit and Collection

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 35-A M.R.S.A. §§ 111, 704

PURPOSE: To repeal this rule after a separate rule is established for water utilities.

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Fall 2009
AFFECTED PARTIES: None.

CHAPTER 86: Disconnection and Deposit Regulations for Nonresidential Utility Services 
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 35-A M.R.S.A. §§ 111, 704, 705

PURPOSE: To repeal this rule after a separate rule is established for water utilities.
ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Fall 2009
AFFECTED PARTIES: None.

CHAPTER 870: Late Payment Charges and Interest Rates to be Paid on Customer Deposits and Charges for Returned Checks.
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 35-A M.R.S.A. §§ 101, 104, 111, 301, 304, and 705(3).
PURPOSE: To change the source of the indexes used to calculate late payment interest rates and customer deposit interest rates to a more readily available publication, and to change the index used to calculate customer deposit rates to a more commonly quoted index.
ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Fall 2009
AFFECTED PARTIES: Utilities and ratepayers.
CHAPTER 895: Underground Facility Damage Prevention Requirements

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 23 M.R.S.A. §3360-A
PURPOSE: To clarify the enforcement process.

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Summer 2010

AFFECTED PARTIES: Utilities and excavators
Amendment to the Maine Public Utilities Commission

Regulatory Agenda 2009-2010

(filed February 10, 2010)

CHAPTER 930: Solar and Wind Energy Rebate Program

Statutory Basis: Public Law 2009, ch. 88, "An Act to Increase the Availability of Solar and Wind Power" and 35-A M.R.S.A. §3211-C(6).

Purpose of Amendment: Implement legislation that extended the sunset date for the Solar and Wind Energy Rebate Program from December 31,2010 to December 31,2015 and include simple payback calculations for applicants applying for solar and wind energy system rebates.

Parties Affected: Consumers and solar and wind energy system qualified installers.

Proposal Expected: February 2010

Decision Expected: May 2010

Amendment to the Maine Public Utilities Commission

Regulatory Agenda 2009-2010

(filed May 11, 2010)

CHAPTER 212: Exemption of Competitive Telecommunications Carriers from Certain Filing and Approval Requirements

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 35-A M.R.S.A. §§ 507, 912, 1105.

PURPOSE: To amend Rule to add Dark Fiber Providers to list of telephone utilities exempt from certain financial and property reporting requirements

PROPOSAL EXPECTED: May 2010

DECISION EXPECTED: July 2010

AGENCY UMBRELLA UNIT NUMBER: 65-625
AGENCY NAME: Maine Public Utilities Commission, Emergency Services Communication Bureau
CONTACT PERSON: Joanne B. Steneck, General Counsel, State House Station 18, Augusta, ME 04333. Tel: (207)287-1390; E-mail: Joanne.steneck@maine.gov
EMERGENCY RULES ADOPTED SINCE THE LAST REGULATORY AGENDA: None 
EXPECTED 2009-2010 RULE-MAKING ACTIVITY:

CHAPTER 1: Standards for Establishing a Statewide Enhanced 9-1-1 System
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 25 M.R.S.A. §2926
PURPOSE: To clarify call answering and call transfer performance standards and modify training standards.
ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Spring 2010
AFFECTED PARTIES: Public Safety Answering Points and Dispatch Centers
CHAPTER 5: Wireless Standards for E9-1-1
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 25 M.R.S.A. §§ 2926, 2933

PURPOSE: To create E9-1-1 wireless carrier requirements for pre-deployment, deployment, and post‑deployment activities. 

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Winter 2010
AFFECTED PARTIES: Wireless carriers operating in Maine.
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