Maine Administrative Procedure Act
2008-2009 Regulatory Agenda
Filing Deadline: September 22, 2009
AGENCY UMBRELLA-UNIT NUMBER: 10-148
AGENCY NAME: Department of Health and Human Services, Office of Child and Family Services
CONTACT PERSON: Virginia S. Marriner, Director, Child Welfare Policy and Practice, DHHS, 2 Anthony Avenue, SHS # 11, Augusta, ME 04333. Telephone: (207) 624-7931. E-mail: virginia.s.marriner@maine.gov
EMERGENCY RULES ADOPTED SINCE THE LAST REGULATORY AGENDA: N/A
EXPECTED 2009--2010 RULE-MAKING ACTIVITY: List of all rules agency expects to propose between now and October, 2010
CHAPTER 13
TITLE of rule chapter: Adoption Assistance
STATUTORY BASIS: Title 18-A
PURPOSE of the rule: This chapter establishes the eligibility requirements and amount and duration of adoption assistance available to adoptive families in the adoption assistance program. The rules describe the terms of the agreement between the family and the State and the procedures for applying to the program. Updates to the rules will support compliance with federal law changes in Adoption Assistance requirements.

SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Previously scheduled – but held due to changes in Federal legislation – will complete in Spring 2010
Listing of AFFECTED PARTIES: Current and potential Adoption Assistance recipient families
Information on any planned use of CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT:
CHAPTER 12
TITLE of rule chapter: Rules for Permanency Guardianship
STATUTORY BASIS: Title 22 MRSA §4038-D.
PURPOSE of the rule: Establishes the eligibility requirements and amount and duration of permanency guardianship assistance available to eligible families in the Permanency Guardianship subsidy program. The rules describe the terms of the agreement between the family and the State and the procedures for applying.
SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: March 2010
Listing of AFFECTED PARTIES: Current and potential Permanency Guardianship families. Changes will reflect new federal guidelines from October 2008

Information on any planned use of CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT:
CHAPTER 17
TITLE of rule chapter: Rules for Licensing of Family foster Homes Providing Respite

STATUTORY BASIS: Title 22 MRSA
PURPOSE of the rule: Established the eligibility requirements for family foster homes only providing respite. These requirements are now fully included in Chapter 16 and Chapter 17 is redundant and outdated and should be repealed.
SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Repeal Nov. 2009

Listing of AFFECTED PARTIES: All Family Foster homes are covered under Chapter 16.
CHAPTER 201
TITLE of rule chapter: Procedures for the Abuse and Neglect Substantiation and Indication Process and for Persons Substantiated or Indicated as Perpetrators of Abuse or Neglect of Children
STATUTORY BASIS: Title 22 MRSA §4004
PURPOSE of the rule: Outline procedures to govern the substantiation/indicated process and to notify and provide an appeal to persons who have been substantiated or indicated by the Department of Health and Human Services as having abused or neglected a child or children.

SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: March 2010

Listing of AFFECTED PARTIES

· Individuals found to be substantiated or indicated for abuse of children

· Families and children affected by abuse.

Information on any planned use of CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT:
