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29‑250

DEPARTMENT OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE



BUREAU OF MOTOR VEHICLES

Chapter 13:
RULES GOVERNING DRIVER LICENSE RESTRICTION

Summary: These rules describe the factors to be considered when restrictions are placed on a driver's license pursuant to 29‑A M.R.S.A. §1257. The rules do not apply to restrictions which are authorized or required to be imposed in accordance with statute and other rules. The adoption of these rules does not limit the authority of the Secretary of State to suspend or revoke a license as provided by law.

1.
Purpose. The Secretary of State is responsible for ensuring the safety of the motoring public through the judicious administration of the motor vehicle laws. Persons who present an unreasonable risk to the safety of driving public must be denied the privilege to operate motor vehicles. Other persons may have their operating privileges limited or restricted following a driving evaluation.

2.
Action by the Secretary of State. The Secretary of State, having good cause to believe that a person is incompetent or otherwise not qualified to operate a motor vehicle may require that person to submit to a driving evaluation. 29‑A M.R.S.A. §1309.


A.
Sources of information. Sources of information concerning a person's ability to operate a motor vehicle safely include, but are not limited to:



1.
Permits, licenses, renewal applications, and accident reports;



2.
Adverse reports of driving from citizens, family, physicians and other medical personnel, law enforcement and other government agencies.



3.
Driver history including convictions, adjudications, suspensions, revocations and accidents.


B.
Driving Evaluation. A person's ability to operate a motor vehicle safely during a road evaluation must be assessed by a driver license examiner. Following completion of the road evaluation, the Secretary of State may:



1.
Suspend or revoke the license if the person's continued operation of a motor vehicle presents a potential danger to the person or other persons or property.



2.
Allow the person to obtain or retain a license.



3.
Limit or restrict the person's license considering the safety of the public and the person's competence to operate a motor vehicle.

3.
Factors evaluated for license restrictions. The following factors must be considered:


A.
Driver History. The person's driving record including convictions, adjudications, suspensions, revocations and accidents.


B.
Adverse reports. Adverse reports of driving from citizens, family, physicians and other medical personnel, law enforcement and other governmental agencies.


C.
Physical, mental, and emotional condition. The physical, mental, and emotional condition of the person.


D.
Driving evaluation. The person's ability to operate a motor vehicle safely during a road evaluation conducted by a driver license examiner. The evaluation includes, an assessment of the person's skills, judgment, knowledge and ability to operate and control a motor vehicle safely driving forward, backward and parking, maintaining and changing lanes, turning, observation and reaction to other road users and pedestrians as well as traffic signs, signals and conditions. The evaluation may occur at night and in various geographic locations.

4.
Hearing. A person whose license is limited or restricted pursuant to these rules may request a hearing as provided by 29‑A M.R.S.A. §§ 2483‑2485 to contest the restriction. At the hearing, the hearings examiner must consider the factors listed in section 3 of these rules.
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