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Chapter 273:

RULES FOR THE SSI CHILDREN'S PROGRAM OF SERVICES

Summary:  These rules describe the eligibility requirements, services provided, reimbursable services, authorization procedures, reimbursement procedures, and the appeal process for the Supplemental Security Income (SSI) Children's Program of Services.

1.
Eligibility.


In order to qualify for services offered by this program, a child must be:


A.
a resident of  the State of Maine


B.
under age 16


C.
receiving Supplemental Security Income (SSI) benefits because of blindness or disability

2.
Length of Eligibility.


A child will be automatically referred to this program by the Social Security Administration when he is granted SSI benefits, and will remain registered as long as the conditions listed above continue to be met.  A child may also remain on the program for a short period following the termination of his SSI benefits, or his 16th birthday, if the individual service plan indicates a commitment of funds for services begun prior to the termination of his eligibility, or if it is evident that the abrupt termination of services provided under the individual service plan would be detrimental to the child's progress.  If, at any time, it should become apparent to the program staff that the child no longer meets these conditions, the program staff will notify the family that they are no longer eligible and the reason why.

3.
Services Provided by the Program.


A.
Upon receipt of notification of the child's eligibility, the child and his family are advised of their eligibility for the SSI Children's Program and the services available to them under this program.


B.
For those children participating in the program:



1.
an assessment of the child and his family is done;



2.
a written individual service plan is established;



3.
a case manager is designated;



4.
referrals are made for complete or partial evaluations needed to develop the individual service plan and for services needed to carry out the plan;



5.
the individual service plan is reviewed every three months following its development and is revised at least one year following its development.

4.
Services Reimbursed by the Program.


A.
Services, in addition to those provided by the program staff, may be authorized when all the following conditions are met:



1.
The primary purpose of the service is to increase the child's level of independence or self-sufficiency.



2.
The service is required to achieve the goals set forth in the child's individual service plan.



3.
The child is under age 7.



4.
There is no other source of payment for that service.


B.
Covered services may include, but are not limited to:



1.
transportation to and from a needed service,



2.
tuition costs for preschool programs,



3.
medical and dental care,



4.
durable medical equipment,



5.
mental health services.


C.
All services must be provided within the State of Maine, with the  following exceptions:



1.
for those children living in border communities out-of-state services may be authorized if the appropriate out-of-state providers are closer to the child's home than comparable services within the State of Maine;



2.
when the program's advisory team advises the program director that the needed services are not available within the state, the service will be authorized at a center outside the state.


D.
If it should become necessary to set priorities for the use of the program's direct service funds, the degree to which the requested services will enhance the child's ability to benefit from subsequent education or training or enhance his opportunities for self-sufficiency or self-support will be the major consideration.

5.
Authorization of Services and Provider Reimbursement.



A.
Providers will be selected by the program staff on the basis of their proximity to the child's area of residence, and on the basis of their qualifications to provide the needed services.  Priority will be given to those providers, both personnel and institutions, who are closest to the child's residence and who are certified or licensed by the appropriate authority in the state.  Providers without any of these qualifications who have extensive specialized training and interest in the area of the needed service may be selected, if in the judgment of the program's advisory team, the child will be better served.



B.
All services to be authorized by the program must be authorized in writing by a member of the program staff prior to their delivery.  All requests for prior authorization should be made in writing to:






SSI Children's Program






Division of Child Health






Department of Human Services






State House






Augusta, Maine 04333




Requests may be made by telephone (287-3311) if necessary to expedite the delivery of the service with a written request following.  If it is not possible to request prior authorization, authorization must be requested as soon as possible after delivery of the service has begun.  Under no circumstances is appropriate medical care to be withheld or delayed while waiting for authorization.



C.
Within one year of the provision of the authorized services, the provider must complete the appropriate billing invoice according to the Medicaid billing instructions and submit it directly to the SSI Children's Program with the reports of the billed services attached.  Payment will be made in accordance with the rates established for the Medicaid program.  In those instances in which the services authorized are not included in the Medicaid fee schedules, the amount to be paid must be agreed upon at the time of authorization.  "The provider must collect payment from other available sources prior to billing the SSI Children's Program and must accept payments made by this program as payment in full.

6.
Confidentiality.


All personal information about eligible children and their families obtained by the program staff will be held confidential and will not be released without the family's consent, except as may be necessary to notify the Social Security Administration of the child's disability status or as may be necessary to provide the child with needed services.  Information may, however, be disclosed in summary, statistical, or other form which does not identify particular individuals.

7.
Right of Appeal.


Any family who is denied aid or aggrieved by a decision of the department may request a review of those activities by contacting the Director of the Division of Child Health or the Director of the Bureau of Health.  If the problem remains unresolved, the family may request a fair hearing according to the following procedures:


A.
Make a request, in writing, for a fair hearing to the Commissioner, Department of Human Services, Augusta, ME 04333;


B.
The hearing will be conducted at a time, date and place convenient to the claimant, and adequate preliminary notice will be given;


C.
The family may be represented by others, including legal counsel and witnesses on their behalf;


D.
The hearing officer may involve persons other than those making the original decision, as he deems necessary, particularly when the hearing involves medical issues;


E.
The hearing will be conducted by an impartial official;


F.
The decisions, rendered by the hearing authority, in the name of the Maine Department of Human Services, will be binding upon the Department.
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