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Chapter 3:
LICENSURE REQUIREMENT FOR ACUPUNCTURISTS

Summary: This chapter states the requirements for issuance of a license to practice acupuncture, including application, education, experience and references.

Applicants applying for licensure as an acupuncturist must qualify by one of the following methods:

1.
Applicants applying with a baccalaureate degree:


A.
A baccalaureate degree from an accredited institution of higher learning listed by the United States Department of Education in publication CS 86-309 (or in the current, updated version) or from any other equivalent institution;


B.
A minimum of 1,000 hours of classroom instruction in acupuncture and related subjects at an educational institution on file with NCCAOM or an educational institution approved by the board;


C.
A minimum of 300 hours of clinical experience which includes acupuncture internship in the field of acupuncture; and


D.
Certification by the National Certification Commission for Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine or its equivalent as determined by the board.

2.
Applicants applying who are licensed as a registered nurse or physician’s assistant:


A.
A license from the State of Maine to practice as a registered professional nurse, or successful completion of the training program and any competency examination required by the Maine Board of Licensure in Medicine to be qualified as a physician's assistant;


B.
A minimum of 1,000 hours of classroom instruction in acupuncture and related subjects at an institution on file with NCCAOM or an educational institution approved by the board;


C.
A minimum of 300 hours of clinical experience in the field of acupuncture; and


D.
Certification by the National Certification Commission for Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine or its equivalent as determined by the board.

3.
Applicants applying for licensure with experience acquired prior to August 9, 1989:


A.
A minimum of 6 months of practicing acupuncture in the State of Maine as of August 9, 1989;


B.
Certification by the National Certification Commission for Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine;


C.
A minimum of 1,000 hours of classroom instruction in acupuncture and related subjects at an institution or approved by the board; and


D.
A minimum of 300 hours of clinical experience in the field of acupuncture.

4.
Documentation Required.


A.
Documentation: All documentation must be submitted to the board in the English language.


B.
Verification of 1,000 hours of classroom instruction: As verification of classroom instruction, the board will accept either of the following:



1.
An official transcript from the acupuncture school verifying the number of hours of classroom instruction; or



2.
Other documentation at the discretion of the board.


C.
Verification of 300 hours of clinical experience: As verification of clinical experience, the board will accept any of the following:



1.
An official transcript from the acupuncture school verifying the number of hours of clinical experience or other communication at the discretion of the board.



2.
Letter from master or licensed acupuncturist verifying that the applicant has competency in and has completed the following under supervision of an appropriate qualified or licensed acupuncturist:




a)
Oral examination of the patient;




b)
Medical history taking;




c)
Physical examination;




d)
Formulation of an acupuncture diagnosis and an acupuncture course of treatment; and




e)
Execution and follow-up of said course of treatment.




The Master or licensed acupuncturist must show proof of NCCAOM certification or licensure in another State or qualifying credentials as approved by the board.


D.
NCCAOM certification: As verification of NCCAOM certification, the board will accept either of the following:



1.
Official copy of NCCAOM certificate from the applicant, or



2.
Direct written verification from NCCAOM.


E.
Verification of baccalaureate degree: As verification of baccalaureate degree, the board will accept either of the following:



1.
Transcript sent directly from the college, or



2.
Official copy of transcript or diploma from the applicant.


F.
Verification of licensure as a registered professional nurse: As verification of licensure in the State of Maine as a registered professional nurse, the board will accept the following:



1.
Official copy of state license from the applicant, or



2.
Written communication from the Maine Board of Nursing verifying the licensure of the applicant.


G.
Verification of completion of training program and examination as a physician's assistant: As verification of completion of the training program and any competency examination required by the Maine Board of Licensure in Medicine to be qualified as a physician's assistant, the board will accept the following:



1.
Proof of passage of the certification exam, and;



2.
Official copy of diploma from the applicant, or



3.
Written communication from the school verifying that the applicant has completed the training program.

5.
 Examination. The NCCAOM examination is presently the only acupuncture examination approved and accepted by the board.

6.
Acupuncture Internship. Licensees responsible for supervising interns must:


A.
Hold a valid Maine acupuncturist license that is in good standing;


B.
Submit a completed Intern Profile Form to the board within 30 days of commencing supervision of an intern. Intern Profile Forms may be obtained from the board’s office. The intern may not begin the program until approved by the board;


C.
Be responsible for all actions performed by the intern. The board may, for cause, impose disciplinary actions against the supervising acupuncturist as a result of his or her failure to properly supervise an intern and guard against public risk or harm; and


D.
Be responsible for clearly identifying an intern as an acupuncturist intern in a clinical setting. 
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