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BOARD OF EXAMINERS ON SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGY AND AUDIOLOGY

Chapter 3:
CONTINUING PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS FOR RENEWAL OF LICENSURE IN SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGY AND AUDIOLOGY

SUMMARY: These rules set detailed requirements for continuing professional education, including hours needed to be relicensed, approval and relicensing procedures, and definition of approved Continuing Professional Education (CPE) activities.

Note: Certain defined terms may appear in italics. See the definitions in Chapter 1 of these rules.

Section 1.
Continuing Professional Education Requirements for Licensure Renewal


A.
Permanent license renewal. Subject to paragraph (D) below, permanent license renewal requires twenty five (25) hours of CPE activities earned within the current two-year license period, which may include up to ten (10) hours of ASHA-approved self-study. Activities are credited on an hour-to-hour basis, rounded off to the nearest whole hour. All CPE activities must be approved by the Board as set forth in §3 below.


B.
Permanent dual license renewal / Speech-Language Pathologist and Audiologist - Permanent dual license renewal requires thirty five (35) CPE hours earned within the current two (2)-year license period. Activities are credited on an hour-to-hour basis, rounded off to the nearest whole hour.


C.
Temporary license renewal. A request for renewal of a temporary license must be submitted to the Board in writing prior to expiration, and must include the supervisory plan described in Chapter 2, §1(B)(2) of these rules and the renewal fee specified in Chapter 7 of these rules. A temporary license may be renewed one (1) time only. Participation in CPE is not required for temporary license renewal; however, any CPE hours earned within the current two (2)-year license period under a temporary license may be applied toward the CPE hours which will be required for renewal of the permanent license.


D.
Initial permanent license renewal. For initial permanent license renewal only, the CPE hours are prorated according to the date of licensure:


First Year of Biennium
Second Year of Biennium


MONTH
CPE HOURS 
MONTH
CPE HOURS


JAN
25
JAN
11


FEB
25
FEB
11


MAR
25
MAR
11


APR
21
APR
7


MAY
21
MAY
7


JUNE
21
JUNE
7


JULY
18
JULY
4


AUG
18
AUG
4


SEP
18
SEP
4


OCT
14
OCT
--


NOV
14
NOV
--


DEC
14
DEC
--

Section 2.
License Renewal Process


There are seven steps to the renewal process. The two starred steps are the responsibility of the licensed Speech-Language Pathologist or Audiologist. The non-starred items are the responsibility of the Board.


A.
Six months prior to license expiration (August 31), the Board sends out a call for CPE packages.


*B.
Individuals holding current licenses in Speech-Language Pathology and/or Audiology submit CPE packages on a reporting form provided by the Board. Except as set forth in paragraphs 1-3 below, CPE packages must be postmarked no later than October 31.



[NOTE: The Board encourages renewal applicants to submit CPE packages as early as possible to facilitate review by the Board. Upon written request, the Board may make an appointment to review the CPE with the licensee.]



1.
The Board may approve the accumulation of CPE hours during the extension period upon written request submitted to the Board by the October 31 reporting deadline.



2.
In cases where a licensee submits documentation by the reporting deadline, which on the surface appears to meet the minimum requirements imposed by this Chapter, but where Board disapproval of CPE hours results in a failure to meet the minimum requirements, a licensee may accumulate credit hours during the extension period in order to correct the deficiency.



3.
Any licensee who has satisfied the minimum CPE requirements prior to the reporting deadline may accumulate credit hours during the extension period to be applied toward satisfying the requirement in the next license period.


C.
The Board reviews the CPE package of each licensee. (The Board performs a random audit of 10% of completed continuing education applications biennially. In the event of an audit, the Board may request official documents, such as transcripts, certificates, or affidavits signed by instructors.)


D.
The Board notifies the licensee of the outcome of the review.


E.
The Board sends license renewal application forms to current licensees at least two months prior to expiration of license.


*F.
The licensee completes the renewal application form and returns it to the Board accompanied by the applicable fee specified in Chapter 7 of these rules. To avoid a lapse in licensure, the completed application forms and biennial renewal fee must be returned to the Board prior to expiration of the existing license.


G.
The Board reviews each renewal application form and issues the license renewal.

Section 3.
Continuing Professional Education – Approved Activities


It is the responsibility of the licensee to verify that an activity is acceptable for CPE hours. If there are questions, the licensee should contact the Board.


In order to be accepted for credit, CPE activities must be:


A.
Clinically relevant or professionally relevant to the practice of Speech-Language Pathology or Audiology. It is the responsibility of the licensee to demonstrate to the Board the relevancy and applicability of the activity, if and when such clarification is requested by the Board. No more than twelve (12) of the required twenty five (25) hours required in each two-year period may be earned in professionally relevant CPE activities;


B.
Part of a planned program in which there are stated goals and objectives; and


C.
Approved by the Board and assigned a BESPA activity number. The Board may delegate the approval function to a Board member. If the licensee is dissatisfied with the individual member’s response, the licensee may request review by the full Board.



All applications for a BESPA activity number in a reporting period must be received by the Board on or before October 1 of odd-numbered calendar years, except for CPE units earned during an approved extension period.



NOTE: Failure to file a timely request for a BESPA activity number will result in your not receiving credit for the course in question!
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