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Chapter 1:
DEFINITIONS

Summary: This Chapter defines certain terms used in these rules.

[Note: These definitions are in addition to those contained in 32 MRSA §6003.]
Unless the context otherwise indicates, the following words have the following meanings:

1.
ASHA. “ASHA” means the American Speech-Language Hearing Association.

2.
Board, BESPA. “Board” or “BESPA” means the Board of Examiners on Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology.

3.
CAA. “CAA” means the Council on Academic Accreditation in Audiology and Speech-Language Pathology.

4.
Clinically relevant. “Clinically relevant” means continuing education to develop and reinforce hands-on patient care skills in the area of speech, language and hearing disorders. This includes but is not limited to (a) the study, treatment and diagnosis of various types of communication disorders and their manifestations, classifications, and causes; (b) evaluation skills, including procedures, techniques, and instrumentation for assessment; and (c) management procedures and principles in habilitation and rehabilitation of communication disorders.

5.
CPE. “CPE” means continuing professional education.

6.
Direct supervision. “Direct supervision” means on-site, in-view observation and guidance while a clinical activity is performed.

7.
Extension period. “Extension period” means the four (4)-month period between the October 31 CPE reporting deadline and the February 28 license expiration date.

8.
Indirect supervision. “Indirect supervision” includes demonstration, record review, review and evaluation of audio or videotaped sessions, interactive television, and supervisory conferences that may be conducted by phone.

9.
Praxis. “Praxis” means the national examination in speech-language pathology and/or audiology administered by the Educational Testing Service of Princeton, New Jersey.

10.
Professionally relevant. “Professionally relevant” means continuing education pertaining to practice management issues unique to the professions of speech-language pathology and audiology. This includes but is not limited to (a) training in the supervisory process; (b) structural changes to traditional practice resulting from managed care, prospective payment and other national trends of a like nature; and (c) courses to enhance the efficacy of telepractice. “Professionally relevant” does not include generalized computer, business, billing or management training, even if offered in the context of speech-language pathology and audiology.
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