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DEPARTMENT OF PROFESSIONAL AND FINANCIAL REGULATION

164
BOARD OF HEARING AID DEALERS AND FITTERS

Chapter 2:
LICENSING PROCEDURE

SUMMARY: These rules establish eligibility requirements for the licensing of hearing aid dealers and fitters, hearing aid companies, and trainee permits.

The Board shall process applications for hearing aid dealers and fitters, hearing aid companies, and trainees as follows:

1.
Applicants for hearing aid dealer and fitter license shall apply to the Board for a trainee permit.


In addition, any applicant for a hearing aid dealer and fitter license shall:


A.
Supply the Board with two (2) names of business references (most recent employers preferred) and two (2) character references (not related). Signed letters from the two (2) business and two (2) character references must be supplied at the time of application. All reference letters must be received and accepted by the Board to establish a trainee's eligibility for the examination.


B.
Provide proof of age. The Board will accept a copy of the applicant's birth certificate, a copy of the state driver's license, or other state identification card providing the applicant's date of birth and bearing a photograph.

2.
A business license will be required of any business which sells, services or otherwise engages in the practice of hearing aid dealing and fitting. An individual may be covered by the business license of his / her employer. The initial license fee for a business license is $185.


When a business is sold, a new business license must be applied for by the new owner. The license will be issued upon receipt of the appropriate form and the $185 license fee.

3.
Denial of license. A license may be denied for:


A.
Inadequate documentation of qualifications.


B.
Conduct in violation of the Code of Ethics established by Board rules.


C.
Failure of or cheating on the examination.


D.
Failure to comply with requirements and standards imposed by these rules or governing statutes.

4.
Applicable to persons applying or renewing on, or after, January 31, 1999: A business license may be issued to an applicant, or to someone who employs an individual, with not fewer than two (2) years and three-thousand (3,000) hours dispensing experience in a state with requirements equal to, or greater than, those used in this state; alternatively, he or she may be certified by the National Board for Certification in Hearing Instrument Sciences. The business must employ someone meeting this criteria at least 75% of normal hearing-aid dispensing business hours. The Board shall be notified within thirty (30) days should this individual be replaced.
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