Important Information regarding Declared Write-in Candidates

for the November 8, 2016 General Election

Prepared by the Office of the Secretary of State September 2016
The list of write-in candidates enclosed with this mailing includes the declared write-in candidates applicable to your municipality.  
Municipal election officials must count only votes cast for declared write-in candidates.  The deadline to file a Declaration of Write-in Candidacy for the November 8, 2016 General Election was 5 p.m. Friday, September 9, 2016.  
Posting the List of Declared Write-in Candidates
Pursuant to Title 21-A, §651, sub-§2, the list of declared write-in candidates must be posted in the voting place on Election Day.  The list must be posted with the sample ballots outside the guardrail.  Please note, this list needs to be posted on Election Day, but it is not required to be posted with your Notice of Election (which must be posted at least 7 days prior to the election).

During absentee voting in the Municipal Clerk’s office, the list of declared write-in candidates must be posted in your municipal office (or other location where absentee voting is taking place).

Counting Write-in Votes for Declared Write-in Candidates
When tabulating valid write-in votes, please keep in mind the following:

· If a voter wishes to vote for a declared write-in candidate, the voter must mark the write-in indicator and write the name of the candidate in the blank space provided.  No municipality of residence is required. 
· If the voting indicator next to the blank space for a write-in candidate has been filled in, or is otherwise marked, the vote should be counted for a declared candidate even if:
· the candidate’s name is abbreviated, misspelled or incomplete, provided it is still possible to identify the candidate as the one who is declared for that office

· only the last name of the candidate is included, provided that there is no other declared candidate for that office with the same last name as the declared candidate written in.
· The Return of Votes Cast form and tally sheets (which will be provided to you in a future mailing) will include the names of the all declared write-in candidates applicable to your municipality.  You must tally and report to the Secretary of State all votes that are cast for declared write-in candidates. 
Note for DS200 users: The DS200 Tabulator is programmed to divert to the right (write-in) bin only ballots with a write-in indicator (oval) marked for a race where one or more candidates have filed as declared-write-in candidates.  All other write-ins (undeclared) will be placed in the left (fully-counted) bin and will be counted as blanks.

Undeclared Write-in Candidates
Although municipal election officials are required to count votes only for declared write-in candidates, the law still allows a voter to cast a vote for an undeclared write-in candidate.  Title 21-A, section 737-A provides that an undeclared write-in candidate may request a recount to be conducted by the Secretary of State.   Since the law requires municipal election officials to count only the votes cast for declared write-in candidates, the Legislature created a process where undeclared write-in candidates who received votes could potentially have those votes counted.  

Any votes cast for an undeclared write-in candidate must be counted as blanks by municipal election officials counting ballots. These voted ballots must be sealed and packaged the same as all other voted ballots.
