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Persons are eligible to receive voter information from CVR as candidates only if they have taken one of the following steps:

A. Submitted nomination petitions to the Secretary of State’s Office for ballot access for the Primary Election (party candidates) or for the General Election (unenrolled candidates).
B. Were selected at the Primary Election (party candidates) to appear on the General Election ballot.
C. Have submitted the required documentation to the Secretary of State’s Office to be a replacement candidate.
D. Have submitted the required documentation to the Secretary of State’s Office to be a declared write-in candidate.
E. Have registered with the Office of Governmental Ethics as a candidate for the current election cycle.
F. Have taken the required steps for candidacy for a local office.
Always confirm that one of these steps has been taken before providing data from CVR.
Always get a completed Request for CVR Data form before generating and providing CVR Data.





The following CVR data options are available for candidates. These reports are Public Reports in CVR.  Instructions for generating them are in Chapter 9 of the CVR Guide.

1. Party/Campaign Use Voter File.

The Party/Campaign Use Voter File is a text file provided electronically, on CD or thumb drive, and is then copied or imported into Excel or similar spreadsheet application by the requestor.  Once the data is in Excel, it can be sorted a number of ways, including by street.  It can be used to generate mailing labels.  The cost for the voter file depends on the number of voter records in the file, and the fee schedule is set out in Title 21-A §196-A.  When an electronic voter file is purchased, the requestor is entitled to up to 11 free monthly updates, no more than one per month.  The requestor is also eligible to get voter participation history free (a separate text file provided on the same CD or thumb drive) – this can be for all elections, or specific elections.

If the candidate is running for an office that encompasses more than 1 municipality (i.e. House District), the candidate should be instructed to contact the Division of Elections, which can provide the voter file for the entire district.  This will also be less expensive than getting voter files from each municipality in the district. 

2. Alpha Voting List. 

If the candidate wants a printed list, then the Alpha Voting List is provided.  The report can be generated for particular offices and districts. The cost for the printed report is also set out in statute:  $1 for the first page, and 25¢ for each additional page.  Usually the cost of a printed report is more than what the cost would be for an electronic voter file.  Candidates who purchase a printed list are not entitled to free updates or free voter participation history.  Voter Participation History would be a separate report, which would be $1 for the first page and 25¢ for each additional page.

3. Copy of Incoming Voting List.

If the candidate only wants a printed list, another alternative is to get a copy of the Incoming Voting List from a past election.  The Incoming Voting List becomes a public document after the election, and municipalities may charge their normal photocopying fee, or charge nothing if that is their practice.  

4. Voter List by Street.

Another printed list, which some candidates prefer, is the Voter List by Street.  This is sometimes referred to as a “walking list”, because candidates use it to walk door to door to meet voters.  This report does not contain all of the information that the electronic voter file or the Alpha Voting List would contain.  It is printed by street address, and contains street address, voter, party, registration status, and ward/precinct.   The report can be generated for particular offices and districts.  The cost is also $1 for the first page and 25¢ for each additional page.  There are no free updates or voter participation history.  Because the report does not contain as much voter information, it is significantly less expensive than the Alpha Voting List.

5. Mailing labels.

Some candidates only want to purchase mailing labels.   Like the Alpha Voting List and the Voter List by Street, the labels can be generated for a particular office and district.  The cost for the labels, by statute, is $1 for the first page, and 75¢ for each additional page.  There are no free updates or voter participation history with the purchase of labels.

Do not provide any voter data by email, whether it is in the form of an electronic voter file or a printed report!


