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UOCAVA = Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act: 
· A federal law that gives absentee voting rights to certain voters who are absent from their place of residence in Maine
· Applies to 2 types of voters:
· Uniformed Service Voters = military, merchant marine and their spouses and dependents; and commissioned corps of the US Public Health Service and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Association (whether inside or outside the US)
· Overseas Voters = US citizen (civilian) currently living outside the US, but who lived in Maine immediately prior to leaving the US; or citizen who has never lived in the US, but who has a parent who was a qualified Maine voter

The Elections Division processes UOCAVA requests and issues the federal/state ballots to the voter.  The voter should complete one of the following:

· FPCA (Federal Post Card Application) = both a voter registration application and a request for an absentee ballot for all elections valid for 18 months after submission to the SOS
· Copy the enclosed application and provide it to voters who come in to your office
· Direct voters who call for an application to the UOCAVA web page at:
http://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/elec/voter-info/uocava.html  Click on the link for registering to vote, which will take you to the FPCA
· Or, get an email address from the voter, and email them the FPCA, which may be accessed from the Elections Temp site

· ABR (Absentee Ballot Request Service) = electronically request absentee ballots only
· UOCAVA voters online request button on the left side of the ABR page at:
https://www.maine.gov/cgi-bin/online/AbsenteeBallot/index.pl 
· These applications are transmitted to the Elections Division for processing

Processing ABR requests from “All Other Voters” – these applications should be completed only by civilian voters who are absent from their Maine residence but still within the United States
· When processing applications from ABR – you must download and print the applications first
· Do NOT simply accept applications without printing and reviewing them
· If you see on the face of the application that the mailing address is a military address (APO, FPO, DPO or Ft. Bragg, etc.) or a foreign address – reject the application in ABR for reason of “UOCAVA voter” – this directs the voter to fill out the UOCAVA Voter application, which gives the voter the option of having the ballot transmitted electronically
· If you accepted the application, please fax it immediately to us so we can contact the voter by email and get them to complete the FPCA

Please do NOT have uniformed service or overseas voters fill out regular civilian absentee ballot applications or voter registration applications – only the FPCA or the ABR UOCAVA Voter Application give us sufficient information to process and issue the ballot in the most expeditious way.

For more information, please review your Voter Registration and Elections guide, in Chapter 2, pages 4-5, and Chapter 7, pages 3-4.  Or, call the Elections Division at 624-7650 or 1-888-868-3763.  


