2016 Primary Ballot Specifications

Prepared by the Secretary of State, Division of Elections, May 9, 2016 

Ballot Colors to Denote Parties: All candidate ballots will be printed on white paper, with the following color stripes at the top of the ballot to differentiate between the three qualified party ballots:

( Democratic – Blue


( Republican – Red
( Green Independent – Green (Portland only)

Different Ballot Styles: Different ballot styles are created when there are different combinations of State Senate, State House or county districts within a municipality.  Different ballot styles have a unique style number printed in the upper right corner of the ballot.  The State no longer uses different patterns in the heading area (i.e. solid color block, outline of block, horizontal lines, vertical lines or diagonal lines) to differentiate between ballot styles; rather the districts for each ballot style (State Senate, State Representative and County Commissioner, if applicable) are printed within the color stripe.

If your municipality has multiple ballot styles, please make sure that your election officials, especially the election clerks who work on the Incoming Voting List (IVL) or who give out ballots, know the differences between the party ballots (color) and know to check the districts on the ballot against the districts printed on the IVL, so that each voter is given the correct ballot for the party and districts in which the voter is registered.
Chapter 447 of the Public Laws of 2015 was enacted as an emergency measure on April 10, 2016.  One section of this new law will have a significant effect on the primary ballots.  Title 21-A, section 331(1) was amended to provide that when no candidate qualifies either by filing a nomination petition or as a write-in candidate, the Secretary of State is not required to list that office on the primary ballot.   The law further provides that the Secretary of State is not required to print a primary ballot if there are no offices for which a candidate has qualified.

This new law means that except for certain ward/precincts in Portland, no municipality will have a primary ballot for the Green Independent Party.  Also, the offices that appear on the Democratic and Republican primary ballots may vary between the two ballots because, for example, if a Democratic candidate qualified for a certain office but no Republican candidate qualified for the same office, that office will appear only on the Democratic ballot for this election.

NOTE:  If you receive an absentee ballot request from a Green Independent voter for whom you have no ballot, you must notify the voter in writing (by letter or email) that the voter will not be receiving a ballot.  Sample language is provided below:

The Town of {Insert Town Name} has received your absentee ballot application for the June 14, 2016 Green Independent Primary Election. Although you are enrolled in the Green Independent Party, which is qualified to participate in the State Primary Election, there are NO candidates who qualified by primary petition or as Declared Write-in candidates for the Offices and Districts covering {Town Name}.  Therefore, there is no Green Independent Primary ballot.  If you wish to vote by absentee ballot in the November 8, 2016 General Election, absentee ballot applications will be available August 8, 2016.

Because of this new law, the ballot styles for the Democratic and Republican ballots may be different and your municipality may be grouped with different municipalities on the two ballots.  

The chart on the next page indicates which offices did not have a candidate qualify for one (or both) party ballots.

State/County Offices for which there is no candidate for one or more parties
	Office
	District
	Party(s) without candidate

	State Senate
	10
	Democrat

	State Representative
	36
	Republican

	State Representative
	69
	Democrat

	State Representative
	82
	Democrat

	State Representative
	89
	Democrat

	State Representative
	150
	Republican

	State Representative
	151
	Republican

	Androscoggin County Commissioner
	1
	Republican

	Androscoggin County Commissioner
	4
	Democrat

	Aroostook County Judge of Probate
	
	Republican

	Aroostook County Commissioner
	2
	Democrat

	Aroostook County Commissioner
	3
	Republican

	Cumberland County Commissioner
	1
	Republican

	Cumberland County Commissioner
	2
	Democrat, Republican

	Franklin County Register of Probate
	
	Democrat

	Franklin County Sheriff
	
	Democrat

	Franklin County Commissioner
	2
	Democrat

	Hancock County Register of Probate
	
	Democrat

	Knox County Register of Probate
	
	Democrat

	Knox County Commissioner
	2
	Democrat

	Knox County Commissioner
	3
	Republican

	Lincoln County Judge of Probate
	
	Republican

	Lincoln County Commissioner
	1
	Democrat

	Lincoln County Commissioner
	3
	Republican

	Oxford County Register of Probate
	
	Democrat

	Oxford County Commissioner
	2
	Democrat, Republican

	Penobscot County Register of Probate
	
	Republican

	Penobscot County Commissioner
	1
	Republican

	Penobscot County Commissioner
	2
	Democrat

	Piscataquis Judge of Probate
	
	Democrat

	Piscataquis County Commissioner
	2
	Democrat

	Piscataquis County Commissioner
	3
	Democrat

	Sagadahoc Judge of Probate
	
	Democrat

	Sagadahoc Register of Probate
	
	Republican

	Sagadahoc County Sheriff
	
	Republican

	Sagadahoc County Commissioner
	1
	Republican

	Sagadahoc County Commissioner
	3
	Republican

	Waldo County Judge of Probate
	
	Republican

	Waldo County Register of Probate
	
	Democrat

	Waldo County Commissioner
	2
	Republican

	Waldo County Commissioner
	3
	Democrat, Republican

	Washington County Commissioner
	1
	Democrat

	Washington County Commissioner
	2
	Democrat

	York County Judge of Probate
	
	Republican

	York County Commissioner
	4
	Democrat


Ballot Size:  All official ballots are printed 3 columns wide on 8 ½ by 14 inch paper.  Official ballots are printed on white paper.  Sample ballots are printed on goldenrod paper.
Eligible 17 year-old voters:  A 17-year-old can vote in the June 14, 2016 Primary Election if that person will be 18 years old by the date of the November 8, 2016, General Election and is otherwise qualified to vote (registered and enrolled in one of the qualified parties).   The law (21-A §111-A) grants 17-year-olds the right to vote at municipal caucuses and primary elections only. A 17-year-old who is eligible to vote at the Primary will be designated on the IVL with a status of “PA” for Pending Age.  Please ensure that the clerk passing out ballots does not allow the voter to be given any ballots that the voter is not eligible to vote.  There is no provision for 17-year-olds to vote a municipal ballot prior to reaching age 18 (applicable only if your municipality is conducting a municipal election on June 14th).
Testing of Machine Ballots:  If your municipality uses optical scan tabulating machines, please review Chapter 6, section XIII “Testing of Electronic Tabulating Equipment Before the Election” in your training manual  Voter Registration & Elections-The Guide for Maine Election Administrators.  You should mark only 5-10 absentee ballots to conduct your first test of the absentee ballots and machine programming, and mark 5-10 regular ballots for your second test of the regular ballots.  If you wish to run a larger test, you can run the same test pack through the machine several times before printing a machine tally tape.  
