New Election Laws – Effective July 29, 2016


	Section of Title 21-A
	Official Affected/Subject Area
	Type of Change
	2016 Public Law Chapter
	Description of the Change

	§ 760-B
	Clerk/Absentee Voting -Early Processing

	Amendment
	406
	Allows the clerk to process absentee ballots on the Saturday or Monday prior to Election Day. All requirements for Saturday processing same as Monday, including Notice of Election provision 60 days prior to Election Day.

	§ 681
	Clerk/Video Recording at Polls
	New
	      422
	Videotaping at the polls must be 15’ from a voter being recorded (outside guardrail).  Clerk must remove violator at recommendation of the warden.

	§ 101(10)
	Registrar/

Conflict of Interest
	Amendment
	447
	Added conflict of interest for Registrar, when Registrar or immediate family member runs for federal office (already a conflict for state, local or county). Registrar may not serve during time the candidate is running & must have a deputy (who must be compensated by the municipality) do the work.

	§ 122(7)
	Clerk/Registrar IVL
	Amendment
	447
	Use of supplemental incoming voting list discontinued. All names of qualified voters must be added to the original incoming voting list.

	§ 152(1)
	Registrar/Voter Registration
	Amendment
	447
	Reworded acceptable name combinations for use on voter registration applications. Municipality, county & state added to most recent prior address requirement.

	§ 626-A
	Clerk/Voting Place Report
	Moved to new section of law
	447
	Clerk shall file a voting place report at least 60 days before each election including location of voting place, poll opening time and number of voting booths to be used.  Report furnished by Secretary of State.     

	§ 671-sub §2,4,5
	Clerks/Voter Check-in Procedure at Polls
	Amendment
	447
	Adds specific requirements for checking-in voters and issuing ballots on election day.  Incoming voting list clerk must place a check mark or horizontal line with red ink beside voter’s name and must confirm in a loud, clear voice the correct ballot style by stating party or district style. When voter is given the ballot, the election clerk in charge of ballots must again repeat the party or district information, if more than one ballot style is required at the polling location. Voters may not be referred to another location to obtain ballots. Voters using the accessible voting system must be provided with instruction on how to operate the AVS.


	§ 682-3
	Clerks/

Advertising
	Amendment
	447
	Cannot display or distribute campaign literature within 250’ of polls


	§ 712
	Clerk/Election Return
	Amendment
	447
	Clarified deadline for receipt of the election return to be by 5:00 p.m. on the 3rd business day after the election. Secretary of State may send a courier to collect copy of late return and municipality shall reimburse the Secretary of State for cost of courier service.

	§ 721
	Clerk/Registrar/

Registration & VPH Updates
	Amendment
	447    
	Time periods extended for entry of information in CVR following a statewide election.  Update of registration and enrollment increased from 10 to 15 business days.  Entry of voter participation history in CVR increased from 20 to 45 business days, unless recount requested, whereas VPH must be updated within 20 business days after return of incoming voting list to town.

	§ 722-A
	Declared Write-In
	Amendment
	447
	Deadline for filing as a declared write-in with Secretary of State changed from the 45th to the 60th day prior to the election


