Enrollment Eligibility Requirements for the June 14, 2016 Primary Election
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What are the qualified parties?

· Democratic – designated in CVR as “D” 
· Green Independent designated in CVR as “G” (see note at bottom of page)

· Republican – designated in CVR as “R” 
· A voter who checks “other” for an enrollment choice on a voter registration application and writes in a party name different from the above (such as Libertarian, Reform, Independent, etc.) must be entered into the Central Voter Registration system (CVR) as Unenrolled “U”.  (Maine does not use the term “Independent” for voters who are not enrolled in a party.)
How does a voter enroll in a party?

· Unenrolled voter may enroll at any time, including Election Day, by completing and filing an enrollment application with the Municipal Registrar – this is not considered a change of enrollment.
· Law allows voter to enroll at the polls, by filing an application with the election clerk in charge of the ballots (Title 21-A, §143).
· Voter registration or enrollment applications must be available at the polls on Election Day.

Are there other restrictions on changing parties?

· A voter who files an application to change enrollment is ineligible to vote in a party caucus, convention or a primary election for 15 days after submitting the application to the Registrar.   
· CVR will designate the voter as ineligible (party indicated as X).

· Voter will be printed on voter list with an “X” in the party column, if list is printed during the 15 day period.

· “X” indicates the voter is ineligible to vote in a party caucus, convention or primary election during that 15 day period.

· On 15th day after the Municipal Registrar receives an application to change parties, voter becomes enrolled in the new party; CVR will automatically replace the “X” with the new party’s designation. (§144.2)

· A voter changing enrollment must file an application by Monday, May 30, 2016 in order to vote in the new party at the June 14, 2016 Primary.  Monday, May 30th is a federal and state holiday; however, the waiting period can be no less than 15 days, so in theory, any change of enrollment for the June Primary must occur by that date, regardless of whether it is a holiday or not.  In practicality, unless a municipal office is going to be open on Memorial Day, a person who wants to change enrollment will need to do so by Friday the 27th or by Saturday the 28th if the municipal office has Saturday hours.
How long must a voter remain in a party?
· Voter must remain in party for 3 months before the voter can file an application for either a withdrawal or a change in enrollment (§142.3).  

· A voter who enrolls on Election Day is ineligible to file a withdrawal application or a party change application after voting.

· The voter must wait 3 months before filing an application to withdraw or change parties (§145).  

Are there other restrictions on withdrawal from a party?

· There is also a 15-day waiting period for a voter who withdraws from a party.  

· The voter is ineligible to enroll in a different party for 15 days. 

· During that 15-day waiting period the voter is designated in CVR with an “X” and then designated as a “U” for unenrolled on the 15th day after the municipal registrar receives the withdrawal application. 

· The voter may re-enroll in the same party within 15 days after filing a written request for withdrawal from a party (§145.1).

Note:  For the June 14, 2016 Primary Election, there are no Green Independent ballots (except in part of Portland), because there are no candidates who qualified by petition, and there are no declared write-in candidates for any party.  Voters may change enrollment status to Green Independent, but will not be participating in the Primary Election (except in part of Portland).

For more information, please call the Elections Division at 624-7650.

Enrollment Eligibility Options
	Enrollment Status of Voter
	Can I enroll in a party on Election Day?
	When is my new party effective?
	Can I change my party enrollment on 
Election Day?
	How long must 
I stay in the 
new party?
	When can I file an application to withdraw enrollment or change my enrollment to 

a new party?

	Unenrolled
	Yes, fill out an application to enroll in a party.  Options: * 

Democratic – D, 

Green Independent – G or Republican – R
	Same Day
	N/A
	3 months from the date of enrollment
	Anytime after 3 months from the date of enrollment

	Enrolled in a party (D, G or R) less than 3 months
	N/A
	N/A
	No, you must stay in the party for at least 3 months
	3 months from the date of enrollment
	Anytime after 3 months from the date of enrollment

	Enrolled in a party (D, G or R) more than 3 months
	N/A
	N/A
	No, you must file an application to change enrollment at least 15 days prior to the election.  For the June 14, 2016 primary election, the deadline is Monday, 30, 2016. 
(May 30th is a federal and state holiday; if the municipal office will not be open on the 30th, the application to change enrollment must be received in the registrar’s office on the last day business day before that date.)
	N/A
	Anytime; however, the effective date for your new party will be 15 days from the date you file your application to change enrollment.

	Note:  Although there is no ballot for Green Independent voters (except in part of Portland), a Green Independent voter may not change enrollment and participate in another party’s primary unless the voter has filed an application to change enrollment on or before May 30th.  
*Election clerks should have voter registration or enrollment applications available at the check-in table to facilitate enrollment.
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