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To: 

Municipal Clerks 

From: 

Melissa Packard, Director of Elections
Re: 

AVS (ExpressVote™) Logic and Accuracy Testing Instructions 

Date:               October 3, 2016


The USB flash drives (memory sticks) containing the EQC (Qualifying) Media and Election Definition (Poll Media) for the November General/Referendum Election will be mailed out beginning on October 11, 2016.  Logic and Accuracy Testing for the AVS (Accessible Voting System) must be conducted as soon as you receive these flash drives.  Testing must be completed by October 31, 2016.  Although you may test at any time, we recommend that you test during the hours of 8 a.m.-5 p.m. so that Elections staff is available to assist you if you encounter any problems or have questions.  

1. Setup the ExpressVote as instructed in the pre-election training manual you were given at your training session last spring (ExpressVote™ Pre-Election Day Manual – Maine 2016).  You will need to clear the ExpressVote memory using the EQC device before you can load the election definition (see pages 5-7 of guide).  Applicable passwords were also provided at the training session held before the June Primary.
2. After the election definition is loaded, compare the ballots that appear on the ExpressVote screen to the printed sample ballots (provided in an earlier mailing).  The races and candidates should be identical although the appearance of the ballots might vary slightly.  If there are differences between races and/or candidates, contact the Division of Elections immediately.  

3. Once you have determined the correct ballots are loaded in the ExpressVote, you must test the device.  For this election, you are required to test and print three (3) ballots of each style.  You may vote other ballots using the ExpressVote, but do not print additional ballots during testing as you have been provided with a limited supply of activator cards for this election.  You can test without printing a ballot by starting a voting session and exiting (at any time) using the red exit button at the bottom of the screen.  The first ballot will be tested using the touchscreen only.  The second ballot will be tested using the keypad.  The third ballot will be tested using the new Rocker Paddle – this device will be provided in the your Jiffy Bag mailing.
4. When testing the ExpressVote, you must use the headphones in order to listen to the audio.  You must listen to the entire ballot to make sure all the candidates and instructions are correct.
5. Test the first ballot by selecting the first candidate listed on the ballot, except for President/Vice President.  Since there are four candidates for President and Vice President on the ballot, you should mark each test ballot according the test pattern chart below.  Test the functionality that prevents a voter from voting for more than one candidate (i.e. overvote).  To do this, mark the race for the first candidate listed, then select the second candidate.  The first selection should be de-selected and the new selection will be highlighted with a check mark adjacent to it.  Then change the selection back to the first candidate.  Vote each of the ballot questions YES.
6. Test the second ballot using the keypad by marking the second candidate on the ballot.  Vote each of the ballot questions NO.

7. Test the third ballot using the Rocker Paddle.  Vote for the third candidate listed on the ballot – if there are only 2 candidates for the race, leave the office blank.  Vote each of the ballot questions NO.  Instructions for using this device are provided in the training manual that was provided to you before the June Primary (also posted on the temp site).

	County
	Test Ballot 2
	Test Ballot 2
	Test Ballot 3

	Androscoggin, Aroostook, Cumberland, Franklin
	Clinton
	Write-in
	Trump

	Hancock, Kennebec, Knox, Lincoln
	Johnson
	Clinton
	Write-in

	Oxford, Penobscot, Piscataquis, Sagadahoc
	Stein
	Johnson
	Clinton

	Somerset, Waldo, Washington, York
	Trump
	Stein
	Johnson


8. There are four declared write-in candidates President/Vice President for this election as well as a write-in candidate for each Congressional district.  Some municipalities have additional write-in candidates for State Legislature or county offices (refer to the list provided in mailing 2).  Additionally a voter can still cast a write-in vote for an undeclared candidate if the voter chooses to do so.  Test the write-in functionality by voting for a write-in using the touchscreen (Ballot 1), keypad (Ballot 2) or Rocker Paddle (Ballot 3).  If your county is assigned a write-in in the chart above, cast a write-in vote for the ballot indicated using the applicable method.
9. Once all selections have been made on the ballot, review the selections via the touchscreen (visual review) as well as by listening to the audio review.  

10. Once you have determined that all selections have been made as desired, print the ballot.  Review the printed ballot to determine that all selections have printed correctly.  

11. Verify the card (ballot) using the ExpressVote.  Insert the marked card into the input slot.  The selections that were made will appear on the screen and also be read on the audio.  Confirm that the selections verified by the ExpressVote agree with the printed ballot.
NOTE:  Write-ins will NOT be shown on the verify screen, nor will a write-in be included in the audio review.
12. After all ballots have been tested, write the word “Test” at the top of each ballot (in red ink).
13. After all ballots are tested, place the tested ballots in a manila envelope, labeled “November 8, 2016 General/Referendum Election AVS Test Ballots”, and seal the envelope.  This envelope can be sealed in a blue tamper-proof container with other voted materials on election night, or if you don’t have sufficient space in a tamper-proof container, keep the sealed envelope with your other voted materials.  In the event of a recount, you must send the sealed envelope of test ballots to the State along with all other election materials.

14. Complete and submit the “Confirmation of Completing the AVS Logic and Accuracy Test” to our office by 5 p.m., November 1, 2016.  If you encounter any problems or have any questions about the process, please immediately contact the Elections Division at 624-7650 or 1-888-VOTESME (1-888-868-3763).

Thank you for participating in this AVS Logic and Accuracy Test.  This is a crucial pre-election step that must be taken to ensure the full performance of the system.  Your support is invaluable in the implementation of the Accessible Voting System. 
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