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Memorandum

To:		Municipal Clerks and Registrars
From:		Julie L. Flynn, Deputy Secretary of State
Date:		June 3, 2016
Re:		Court Order Regarding Libertarian Enrollments
_____________________________________________________________________________________

On Friday, May 27th, the U.S. District Court issued an order granting the Libertarian Party additional time – until July 12, 2016 – to enroll new voters in the Libertarian Party.  If the party is able to enroll 487 voters as Libertarians by that date, then they will become a qualified party, and the Elections Division will reinstate the Libertarian enrollments of the voters who were enrolled on or before December 1, 2015, and who still are active and unenrolled voters as of July 12, 2016.    

Accordingly, the Elections Division has updated CVR to add the Libertarian Party as an “Other Qualifying Party” in the party drop-down list for the voter registration module.  You can now process applications you receive with Libertarian as the enrollment choice, and enter them into CVR, subject to the Closed Period restrictions, which apply between now and June 14, 2016.

During the Closed Period between now and June 14:

• You may process applications from any voter who registers in person.

• Any applications that you receive by mail or from a 3rd party must be held until the day after the Primary Election if they are for:

• a New Voter (not currently registered in Maine) or 
• an Existing Voter Changing Municipality (currently registered in another municipality in Maine) 

You should enroll these voters with a date of registration of 6/15/16, unless they come to the polls on Election Day and show proof of identity and residency to complete the registration as an Election Day registration, in which case the date of registration must be 6/14/16 (the day of the Primary Election).

• Any applications that you receive by mail or from 3rd parties for an Existing Voter Enrolling or Changing Enrollment – i.e., a voter who is currently registered in your municipality and enrolling in the Libertarian Party or changing from a qualified party to the Libertarian Party – do not need to be held and should be processed promptly upon receipt.



Prompt Data Entry of Enrollment Applications between June 15 and July 12

Please ensure that all new applications and change of residence applications that you receive by mail or from a 3rd person during the Closed Period are entered expeditiously after Primary Election Day, using June 15, 2016 as the date of registration.  We will likely be checking the progress of the Libertarian enrollments weekly after the election to communicate the numbers to the Libertarian Party.  Remember that voter registration applications are public records (except for the unique identifier numbers – the driver license or state ID number or last four digits of the social security number on the back of the card) and may be viewed or copied pursuant to the Maine Freedom of Access Act.  

Rejected Applications

Please remember that applications from qualified voters (i.e., those who are US Citizens, 18 years old, and a resident of the municipality) may only be rejected when the required information on the application is missing or illegible.  When you reject an application because required information is missing or illegible, you DO NOT enter the application in CVR or generate a Voter Registration Acknowledgment Notice (VRAN) through CVR – just send a VRAN independent of CVR.  

· For Existing Voters currently registered in your municipality, who are enrolling in the Libertarian Party or changing from a qualified party to the Libertarian Party, the application need only include the basic information required of all voters:  the voter’s name, complete date of birth, complete residence address that is valid for your municipality, and the voter’s signature.  No additional information is required.  

· For New Voters (not currently registered in Maine), the application must include the same basic information required of all voters plus:  U.S. citizen question must be checked “Yes”; prior registration question must be checked either “Yes” or “No” and if “Yes” is checked, then the prior address information must be completed.
 
· For Existing Voters Changing Municipality (currently registered in another municipality in Maine), the application must include the same basic information required of all voters plus:  the prior registration question must be checked either “Yes” or “No” and if “Yes” is checked, then the prior address information must be completed.
 
Note:  You may not reject applications for insufficient proof of identity or residency.  You must register the voter and indicate no proof was provided.  The voter will have to provide proof of identity and/or residency the first time they vote or vote a challenged ballot.

Voter Notification of Rejected Application

You must notify the voter in writing if you reject the application because the required information is missing or illegible, and either provide a new application to complete, or let them know how they can complete the original application in your office.  Please keep the rejected applications along with a copy of the voter’s notification of rejection in alphabetical order in a separate file in your office.  We may request that municipalities provide a copy or a list of the rejected applications to this office, so that we can inform the Libertarian Party.  

As always, if you have questions that are not answered here, please contact the Elections Division staff at 207-624-7650 or toll-free at 1-888-868-3763.
101 State House Station, Augusta, Maine 04333-0101
www.Maine.gov/sos/cec; tel. 207-624-7736
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