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Genealogy can be a fun, fascinating experience for those who pursue it.  However, it can also be time consuming, complex, and frustrating!  The Maine State Archives has many records and a knowledgeable staff to assist the researcher.  Here are some suggestions to help you get started:

Do your homework first!  The more knowledge you bring about the family line being researched, the easier it is for us to help you.  Talk to parents, relatives, etc.  Check the Maine State Library to see if someone has already published your family’s history.

Familiarize yourself with available resources.  Many repositories issue pamphlets describing their holdings.  At the MSA, it is suggested that the researcher consult “Genealogical Resources in the Maine State Archives” before beginning.

Plan your research.  This means basically knowing what you are looking for.  Though this may seem a simple point, researchers seeking assistance frequently phrase their requests so vaguely or generally that the archivist cannot determine where they wish to commence or what record is being sought.  You’ll have to follow your family lines, back through time, individual by individual, to determine who your key ancestor is.  That’s where you’ll begin, and where we can help you.

But, be specific!   Here are two examples:

Too general:
“I want to do my family tree”

Specific:
“I want to do my family tree, starting with this person.  This is what I want to find out ...”

Too vague:
“I am looking for information on my great-grandfather”

Specific:
“I am looking for the birth record of my great-grandfather so that I can find his parent’s names.  I believe he was born about 1870 in Windsor, Maine.”

Researchers should also realize that some of the births, marriages, and deaths being sought may never have been recorded.

Be aware of and conform to Maine State Archives regulations.  To provide security for irreplaceable documents, researchers are restricted as to the amount of material they may take into the search area.  This amounts to pencils and a few sheets of loose paper.  No pens, notebooks, folders, handbags, or other containers are allowed.  Lockers are available to safeguard possessions.  On busy days, microfilm reader time may be by allotment and restricted to one hour at a time.  No food or beverages are allowed in the Search Room.

Copies of records are available for a fee of 25 cents per photo copy and 50 cents per microfilm reader copy.  Copies of materials in bound volumes or in fragile physical condition may not be permitted if the archivist deems that such handling would damage the records.
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