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CHAPTER 1
SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICTS

86. POWERS OF DISTRICTS AND SUPERVISORS

A soil and water conservation district organized under this chapter shall constitute an agency of the
State and a public body corporate and politic, exercising public powers, and such district, and the
supervisors thereof, shall have the following powers, in addition to others granted in other sections of this
chapter: [1965, c. 190, 84 (AMD).]

1. Preventive and control measures; flood prevention. To carry out preventive and control
measures and works of improvement for flood prevention, or the conservation, development, utilization
and disposal of water within the district, including, but not limited to, engineering operations, methods of
cultivation, the growing of vegetation, changes in use of land, on lands owned or controlled by this State
or any of its agencies, with the cooperation of the agency administering and having jurisdiction thereof,
and on any other lands within the district upon obtaining the consent of the occupier of such lands or the
necessary rights or interests in such lands;

2. Agreements. To cooperate, or enter into agreements with, and within the limits of
appropriations or other funds duly made available to it by law, to furnish financial or other aid to any
agency, governmental or otherwise, or any occupier of lands within the district, in the carrying on of
erosion control and prevention operations and works of improvement for flood prevention and the
conservation, development, utilization and disposal of water within the district, subject to such conditions
as the supervisors may deem necessary to advance the purposes of this chapter;

3. Options, purchase, sale, etc. of property. To obtain options upon and to acquire, by
purchase, exchange, lease, gift, grant, bequest or devise, any property, real or personal, or rights or
interests therein, after consultation with town, city and county officials; all such property shall be exempt
from taxation by the State or any subdivisions or agencies thereof; to maintain, administer and improve
any properties acquired, to receive income from such properties and to expend such income in carrying
out the purposes and provisions of this chapter; and to sell, lease or otherwise dispose of any of its real
and personal property or interests therein in furtherance of the purposes and provisions of this chapter;

4. Equipment and machinery made available. To make available, on such terms as it shall
prescribe, to land occupiers within the district, agricultural and engineering machinery and equipment,
and such other equipment or material, as will assist such land occupiers to carry on operations upon their
lands for the conservation of soil resources and for the prevention and control of soil erosion, and for
flood prevention or the conservation, development, utilization and disposal of water;

5. Construct and maintain structures. To construct, improve, operate and maintain such
structures as may be necessary or convenient for the performance of any of the operations authorized in
this chapter;

6. Plans. To develop comprehensive plans for the conservation of soil resources, for the control
and prevention of soil erosion, and for flood prevention or the conservation, development, utilization and
disposal of water within the district, which plans shall specify in such detail as may be possible the acts,
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procedures, performances and avoidances which are necessary or desirable for the effectuation of such
plans, including the specification of engineering operations, methods of cultivation, the growing of
vegetation, cropping programs, tillage practices and changes in use of land; and to publish such plans
and information and bring them to the attention of occupiers of lands within the district;

7. Agent for federal and state agencies; accept gifts; contracts. To act as agent for the United
States or any of its agencies, or for this State or any of its agencies, in connection with the acquisition,
construction, operation or administration of any project for soil conservation, erosion control, erosion
prevention, flood prevention or for the conservation, development, utilization and disposal of water within
its boundaries; to accept donations, gifts and contributions in money, services, materials or otherwise
from the United States or any of its agencies; or from this State or any of its agencies, and to use or
expend such moneys, services, materials or other contributions in carrying on its operations; and to enter
into contracts or negotiations with any and all federal agencies having responsibility for the distribution of
surplus war or other materials suitable for utilization in soil conservation or water conservation projects for
the use thereof; to enter into contracts and negotiate with any agency of the United States Government in
any plan related to soil conservation, flood prevention, or the conservation, development, utilization and
disposal of water;

8. Sue and be sued; seal; borrow money. To sue and be sued in the name of the district; to have
a seal, which seal shall be judicially noticed; to have perpetual succession unless terminated; to make
and execute contracts and other instruments necessary or convenient to the exercise of its powers; to
borrow money and to execute promissory notes, bonds and other evidences of indebtedness in
connection therewith; to make, and from time to time amend and repeal, rules and regulations not
inconsistent with this chapter, to carry into effect its purposes and powers;

9. Supervisors may require contributions. As a condition to the extending of any benefits under
this chapter to, or the performance of work upon, any lands not owned or controlled by this State or any of
its agencies, the supervisors may require contributions in money, services, materials or otherwise to any
operations conferring such benefits, and may require land occupiers to enter into such agreements as to
the permanent use of such lands as will tend to prevent or control erosion thereon;

10. Cooperate with other districts. To cooperate with any other district organized under this
chapter in the exercise of any or all powers conferred in this chapter.

Provisions with respect to the acquisition, operation or disposition of property by other public bodies
shall not be applicable to a district organized hereunder unless the Legislature shall specifically so state.

CHAPTER 937
SNOWMOBILES

8§13113. REGISTRATION OF TRAIL-GROOMING EQUIPMENT

1. Definitions. For purposes of this section, "trail-grooming equipment” means a self-propelled
vehicle that:

A. [Repealed]

B. [Repealed]
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C. Is driven by a track or tracks in contact with the snow; and

D. Is performing snowmobile trail maintenance by plowing, leveling or compacting snow by use of a
front plow or rear attachments that include but are not limited to rollers, compactor bars or trail
drags.

2. Operating unregistered trail-grooming equipment. Except as provided in this section, a
person may not operate trail-grooming equipment on a snowmobile trail that is financed in whole or in part
by the Snowmobile Trail Fund unless that trail-grooming equipment is registered in accordance with this
section.

A. A registration is not required for trail-grooming equipment operated on land on which the owner
lives or on land on which the owner is domiciled, if the trail-grooming equipment is not operated
elsewhere within the jurisdiction of this State.

B. A registration is not required for trail-grooming equipment operated by a commercial ski area for
the purpose of packing snow or for rescue operation, unless the trail-grooming equipment is
required to cross a public way during that operation.

C. Trail-grooming equipment owned and operated by the Federal Government, the State or a
political subdivision of the State is exempt from registration fees, but must be registered and is
required to display the registration.

3. Application and issuance. The commissioner may register trail-grooming equipment upon
application by the owner if the owner is a nonprofit organization that has an approved contract for
snowmobile trail grooming with the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, Bureau of
Parks and Lands, Off-Road Vehicle Division or a person that can provide proof to the department at the
time of application that the person is a member of an organization eligible to register trail-grooming
equipment under this section. The commissioner may establish procedures necessary to carry out the
purposes of this section.

4. Form of registration. The trail-grooming equipment registration must be in such form as the
commissioner may determine.

5. Fee. The registration fee for trail-grooming equipment is a one-time fee of $33. The registration
fee is valid from the date of issuance until the date that the equipment is sold or transferred. Revenue

from the registration fee is allocated according to section 10206, subsection 2, paragraph A.

6. Fraudulent acquisition of trail-grooming registration. A person may not obtain a trail-
grooming equipment registration through fraud, misstatement or misrepresentation.

7. Penalty. The following penalties apply to violations of this section.

A. A person who violates this section commits a civil violation for which a fine of not less than $100
nor more than $500 may be adjudged.

B. A person who violates this section after having been adjudicated as having committed 3 or more
civil violations under this Part within the previous 5-year period commits a Class E crime.



