STATE REHABILITATION COUNCIL – B

MINUTES – 2/18/09
ATTENDANCE:  Augusta:  Kathy Despres, Charlie Swem, Chris Boynton, Sue Fairfield, John McMahon, Sherry MacKinnon, Jean Small, Gene Monahan, Kathy Despres; Bangor: Jane Boutilier, Nancy Matulis, Mark Sinclair
EXCUSED:  Patty Sarchi, Jim Phipps, Leona McKenna, Andrea Bickford, Gary Bulger, Dave Perry, Jim Phipps, Brad Strause and Kathy Bagley

Gene Monahan called the meeting to order at 1:07 pm.  Introductions were made.  Charlie Swem read the mission statement.
Chris Boynton reported he received his official appointment letter from the Governor.  Kathy Despres also received her letter of appointment.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES of December 17, 2008:  MOTION by Sherry MacKinnon, SECOND by Gene Monahan; VOTE unanimous.

NEW BUSINESS

· Charlie Swem announced he is moving to Pennsylvania in May.  

· Gene Monahan attended Business Enterprise Program conference in Las Vegas.  Set-aside funds for the BEP were discussed.  These funds provide money for repairs, new equipment, health insurance and vacation pay.  It is collected from the managers at a rate of 6% of their net and also from unassigned vending, which is money earned from vending companies that provide service along the interstate and other places.  The State has taken $360,000 from this account.  The Hawaii group pledged $1,000 out of their account, and five other people pledged $200 each; Gene pledged $100 in order to hire a lawyer to work on this so states cannot access this money.  Different states will have their own accounts.  Several states are doing very well, but many more are not.  For instance, California is not doing well; the BEP has an account but it is in the General Fund, and funds cannot be accessed.  The money raised will be paid to the lawyer so individual operators can regain access to their funds.  Gene will bring this up again at the April meeting in case anyone with the BEP would like to donate.
· Jean Small discussed the proposed cuts to the blind and visually impaired children’s education program.  A joint meeting/public hearing will be held on March 5th at 1 pm.  The proposed cuts are for $200,000 for each of the next two years.  The Catholic Charities Maine Board has been contacting members of the appropriations committee, labor committee and DOL to discuss the damage that would occur to the program in regard to Initiative #1026 DBVI.   The cuts could eliminate 2 teaching positions and reduce hours for the remaining full-time teaching staff, which would lead to the loss or reduction of services for 44 blind children.  The cut would undo needed improvements and make further cuts.  Local school district would have to provide the educational services for blind and visually impaired students if this specialty education is not available.  Gene Monahan will write a letter on behalf of the council to support the efforts of Catholic Charities.   

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Braille Concerns:  Jean Small reported the committee met and she updated Gene Monahan and Charlie Swem on the AIM program, which looks at accessible materials for all students in Maine schools.  A meeting with the DOE is scheduled for March in regards to accessible Braille.  DOE is interested in how many kids use Braille, how do they get it, what does it mean in the future for students and what is the capacity for Braille production.  Also discussed will be concerns around Braille and the adult learner.    

Membership:  Charlie Swem reported the committee has not met.  A new chair is needed due to his upcoming move to Pennsylvania.  Gene Monahan nominated Leona McKenna to serve as chair.  

Legislative:  Gene Monahan reported the committee is working on legislation for the IRIS network and the cut to the Catholic Charities program.  

Technology:  Chris Boynton reported the committee has not met.  He said the library digital talking book player rollouts will begin in March.  The new machines are about 1/3 of the size of the old machine and the buttons are very similar in location to the old machines.   There will be a 5-year transition process from the cassette to digital cartridge.  This is a nation-wide program.  He will bring a new machine to the next meeting.

Training:  Did not meet.
CSPD Rep:  Did not meet.  

Client Survey Report:  Jane Boutilier reported the committee met January 22nd.  Committee members are Andrea Bickford, Jean Small, Sue Fairfield, Nancy Matulis and herself.  The surveys were reviewed, and recommendations were made:  

· Regions should be entered on all surveys;
· Status needs to be completed on all surveys; 
· Region 1 had 26 closures but only received 3 surveys back; why?

· Last year it was recommended to get a 10% increase on surveys; the surveys did increase 10%; the committee is recommending another 10% increase this year.

Andre Bickford will share the results with the lead team group.  There was also discussion as to having an 800 number for clients to complete the survey over the phone, and it was also recommended to add the DBVI address and contact info on the form.  The possibility of doing surveys electronically was discussed.  It is also suggested the forms state ‘for office use only’ at the bottom of the document.   She said the numbers are comparable to the 5-year comparisons.  The division received fine ratings from those people who completed the survey.  There were 60 surveys received.  

OTHER:  Mark Sinclair provided an update regarding his State I.D. case in Massachusetts.  He received a letter from the Massachusetts Commission on Discrimination which denied his suit.  He called to appeal the decision.  He had a hearing last week regarding his appeal but has not heard back yet.  

DIRECTOR’S REPORT:  John McMahon reported the division has been incredibly active.  He gave an update on the Joint Council Coalition meeting last month.  This group agreed to meet again to talk more about budget cuts and legislative issues.  The consensus of the group was that if the 5 councils represent themselves as a unified organization representing people with disabilities it will be much more powerful.  The next meeting is February 26th.  Gene Monahan said he offered to serve on the SILC; Dennis Fitzgibbons, SILC chair, is working on appointing someone to serve on the DBVI council.  
John recently distributed an informative document explaining the proposed budget cuts to members of the council, ACB, Pinetree Guide Dog Users group and to NFB, which provided the opportunity to speak directly with these boards.  He has also spoken with the president of NFB, Sally Laughlin.  She did not accept a position on the SRC, but recommended Steve Sawczyn.  An application has been sent to him.  Gene Monahan said his Native American niece is interested in joining the council.  

John spoke about a job training initiative with the Bureau of Unemployment Compensation.  The Federal Government is providing more funding to hire people to process calls as the unemployment rates rise.  These 3-year temporary positions are entry level clerical jobs with full-time benefits, and may turn into permanent positions as a 30% retirement of the current workforce is expected.  The division is working on training opportunities for people with low/no vision to do these jobs.  He has written an MOU for this and it is about a week away from completion.   Nancy Matulis said job opportunities are needed for people who live in Piscataquis County.  John said 4 of every 10 people with disabilities in Maine who are able to work are working; he feels this can be much higher.  He asked council members to hold agencies a little more accountable to try to do whatever they can to get people working.
John reported he is working with Dave Perry and Gene Monahan to review the by laws.  An additional phone meeting will be held to complete this process, and it will then be brought to the full council for review.  He will provide an update at the April meeting.

DBVI has been systematically addressing RSA’s request to ensure everyone who is blind or visually impaired knows about the division.  A marketing committee is being created for this purpose.  The new committee will also work on the division resources and information that is provided to interested parties and new clients.  The division will no longer send out information that is non-accessible.  Kathy Despres will serve on this committee as a rep from the SRC.

John provided an update on member Gary Bulger.  He is doing well, and plans to rebuild his house and garage.  He also plans to begin attending meetings soon.

In regard to budget cuts, only half of the $81,000 overmatch funds have been cut, which is a little better than anticipated.  There will be additional funding received from the stimulus package, which should be in the amount of $489,000, and the older blind program should receive $119,000.  This is one-time funding and is an additional 17% portion of the overall federal funding.  It is expected the outcome will result in a 17% increase in competitive job closures.

Gene Monahan said the BEP program is looking into ways to generate additional jobs from the food service and vending industry.  Jim McManus is looking into airports, franchising, and partnering with various companies.   
REVIEW WORK PLAN:  Leona McKenna has been appointed chair of the membership committee.

Mark Sinclair said the IRIS network has been working on the White Cane Awareness Law.  He provided a copy of the law in Massachusetts, which Jane Boutilier read.   

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Mark Sinclair said the application for sports education camp in June has gone out.  The application is accessible.  Contact himself or Jean Small if anyone would like a copy.    

ADJOURNMENT:  Charlie Swem MOVED, Jean Small SECONDED; VOTE was unanimous to adjourn at 3:10 pm.
Recorded by:  Deborah Nichols  
