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Maine Board of Optometry
113 State House Station
Augusta, Maine 04333


MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 14MAY 1, 20154
BOARD MEETING



CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order by Dr. EbersoleStephen Ebersole,  O.D. 
at 9:06 9:05 a.m. in the KennebecAndroscoggin Room at the Office of Professional and Occupational Regulation in Gardiner, Maine.  

Members present: Stephen Ebersole, O.D., Normand LaPlante, Public Member, Blaine Littlefield, O.D., Dr. Thomas Nadeau, O.D. and  Paul CoteStephen Ebersole, O.D.

Others present: Tina Carpentier, Board Secretary, Judith M. Peters, Assistant Attorney General and two citizens                              .
 
Absent: Dr. Paul Cote, O.D.  Thomas Nadeau, O.D.



OLD BUSINESS: 
 
Action on Minutes of August 8February 6, 20154 Meeting:  A motion was made by by Normand LaPlante Normand LaPlante              seconded, by Dr. Littlefield Dr. Nadeau,  to accept the minutes as written..

The motion passed passed 4-0

Update MOA recording CE’s with ARBO: Email from Dr. Cote stated that the recording of CE’s with ARBO is on the agenda for the MOA June Board meeting.  

Update Governor’s office – Board Member:  Normand LaPlante visited the Governor’s office to find out when we will be getting our new Board Member.   The Governor’s Office will contact Commissioner Anne Head.   unanimously.  4-0

Review of Maine Optometry Laws:  At the Boards request, Judith Peters, A.A.G. drafted revisions to the organization of the statute of the Maine Optometry Law.  

A motion was made by Normand LaPlante, second by Dr. Cote to table the review to February 6, 2015 board meeting. The Board members will be prepared to review the current statute and then review the suggested re-ordering of the statute. 
The motion passed unanimously.  4-0


NEW BUSINESS:


Letter from Dr. Sobeck, O.D. practice using maiden name: The Board reviewed the letter dated February 19, 2015 from Dr. Sobeck requesting if she could continue using her maiden name to practice optometry.  

A Motion was made by Dr. Nadeau seconded by Dr. Littlefield to inform Dr. Sobeck that the Board sees no reason why she cannot continue to us her maiden name to practice. Secretary to send letter. 

The motion passed 4-0







Letter from Dr. Aggarwal, O.D. 16 hrs. CAT1 - 10 hrs. credit of D&T: The Board reviewed the letter dated March 19, 2015 from Dr. Aggarwal requesting the Board to allow her make up 5 hours of D&T in 2015.  

A Motion was made by Dr. Nadeau seconded by Dr. Littlefield to renew Dr. Aggarwal’s license contingent upon her submitting evidence of satisfactory completion of the 5 hours of continuing education in the content area of D&T to the Board no later than 30 days from the date of the letter.  Secretary to send letter. 

The motion passed 4-0

Letter from Dr. Allen, O.D. – 21 hrs. for CAT1 only 2 hrs. for D&T: The Board reviewed the   letter dated March 24, 2015 from Dr. Allen requesting the Board to allow her make up the additional 13 D&T hours in 2015.  

A Motion was made by Dr. Nadeau seconded by Normand LaPlante to renew Dr. Allen’s license contingent upon her submitting evidence of satisfactory completion of the 13 hours of continuing education in the content area of D&T to the Board no later than 30 days from the date of the letter.  Secretary to send letter. 

The motion passed 4-0

Letter from Dr. Avery, O.D. – 1 credit short required hours: The Board reviewed the letter dated March 26, 2015 from Dr. Avery requesting the Board to allow him make up the additional hour this year in 2015.  

A Motion was made by Dr. Littlefield seconded by Dr. Nadeau to renew Dr. Avery’s license contingent upon him submitting evidence of satisfactory completion of the 1 hour of continuing education no later than 30 days from the date of the letter. Secretary to send letter.  

The motion passed 4-0

Letter from Dr. Broderick, O.D. – 1 credit short required hours:  The Board reviewed the letter dated February 8, 2015 from Dr. Broderick requesting the Board to approve 1 hour of continuing education she completed after the 2014 calendar year.  

A Motion was made by Normand LaPlante seconded by Dr. Ebersole to renew Dr. Broderick’s license and to clarify its policy toward license renewals. Secretary to send letter.

Recused – Dr. Littlefield

The motion passed 3-0 











Letter from Dr. Everett, O.D. – 1 credit short required hours: The Board reviewed the letter dated February 8, 2015 from Dr. Everett requesting the Board to approve 1 hour of continuing education he completed after the 2014 calendar year.  

A Motion was made by Dr. Littlefield seconded by Dr. Nadeau to renew Dr. Everett’s license and to clarify its policy toward license renewals. Secretary to send letter.

The motion passed 4-0      

Letter from Dr. Kull, O.D. – 1 credit short required hours: The Board reviewed the letter dated February 28, 2015 from Dr. Kull requesting the Board to approve 1 hour of continuing education he completed after the 2014 calendar year.  

A Motion was made by Dr. Littlefield seconded by Dr. Nadeau to renew Dr. Everett’s license and to clarify its policy toward license renewals. Secretary to send letter.

The motion passed 4-0      

Letter from Dr. Smith, O.D. – 20 Non-Cope credits: The Board reviewed the letter dated April 2015 from Dr. Smith requesting the Board to approve 20 hours of his continuing education that did not qualify under the Maine Board of Optometry rules.  

A Motion was made by Normand LaPlante seconded by Dr. Littlefield to approve the 20 hours of continuing education courses, renew Dr. Smith’s license and to clarify its policy toward license renewals. Secretary to send letter.

The motion passed 4-0    

Memo on NC Dental Board case 20150406: The Board reviewed and discussed the memo on NC dental board. 

Review of Maine Optometry Laws:  The Board discussed and reviewed the statutes.  The Board agreed to table to next meeting for more discussion and investigation.  Dr. Nadeau will update the statutes and Dr. Littlefield will work on definitions.  
Election of Officers: A motion was made by Dr. Littlefield, seconded by Dr. Cote to re-elect the current slate of officers.  
Motion passed unanimously.  4-0

Schedule 2015 Board Meetings/Exam Dates

February 6, 2015

May 1, 2015

August 7, 2015

November 6, 2015 

E-mail from Kenneth Lafferty, MBA – AmbioDisk: The Board reviewed Kenneth Lafferty email dated August 19, 2014 inquiring if Maine OD’s are eligible via his/her licensure to use Ambio Disk.  

A motion was made by Dr. Cote, seconded by Normand LaPlante to send a letter to Kenneth Lafferty, MBA informing him that the Board interprets 32 MRSA §2411(1)(C) as permitting a licensed optometrist to prescribe Ambio Disk to be within the legal scope of practice under its laws.
The Motion passes unanimously.  4-0

Email from Dr. Wallingford waiver CE’s due to illness: The Board reviewed Dr. Wallingford’s email dated September 22, 2014 requesting a waiver of continuing education eligibility requirements for renewal of license for April 1, 2015 due to illness.

A motion was made Normand LaPlante, second by Dr. Cote to waive the full 25 hours of continuing education.  Upon submission of a timely and otherwise complete licensure renewal application.  
The motion passes unanimously.  4-0

Email from Dr. Rudmin on LD 727, Identification for business cards: The Board reviewed Dr. Rudmin’s email dated September 2, 2014, inquiring as to whether LD 727 requires that a health practitioner to identify his or her licensure status on any business cards used.

The Board discussed and agreed that LD 727 does not pertain to business cards; however, the Board suggests that it would be best practice to disclose licensure on business cards and all other practice representations and advertisements. (License Maine Optometrist) 

A motion was made by Dr. Ebersole, seconded by Dr. Littlefield to send a letter to Dr. Rudmin informing him that LD 727does not pertain to business cards.
The motion passed unanimously. 4-0

Email from Dr. Murray prescribe Latisse: The Board reviewed Dr. Murray’s email dated October 28, 2014, requesting answers to two questions on Latisse.  

A motion was made by Normand LaPlante, seconded by Dr. Cote to send a letter to Dr. Murray informing her that the Board interprets 32 MRSA §2411(1)(A)(C) as permitting a licensed optometrist to prescribe Latisse to the extent that it is intended for the recognized treatment of ocular medical conditions.  Under Maine law optometrists holding a therapeutic license pursuant to 32 MRSA §2426(1)(A)(B) are authorized to prescribe Latisse.  
The motion passed unanimously . 4-0

Letter from Bruce C. Gerrity, advisory Opinion:  The Board reviewed the letter dated October 21, 2014 from Mr. Gerrity asking for an advisory opinion pursuant to the Board of Optometry Rule 02-382-c. 2 that this anticipated activity, with two distinct names and in the same office, with only one entity accepting insurance, is appropriate under Maine Law.

A motion was made by Normand LaPlante, seconded by Dr. Littlefield to send a letter to Mr. Gerrity informing him that the Board does not issue Advisory Opinions. After review of the correspondence and the Maine Law and Rules, the Board does not see any issues that pertain to the Maine Board of Optometry Law and Rules. 
The motion passed unanimously.   4-0

Email from Dr Joseph Gallagher oral prescribing law: The Board reviewed Dr. Gallagher’s email dated October 20, 2014 requesting verification on Maine Law section 2430-B. Does the scope of optometrist licensure permit prescribing oral immunosuppressive including steroids?

A motion was made by Normand LaPlante, seconded by Dr. Littlefield to send a letter to Dr. Gallagher informing him that the Board interprets 32 MRSA §2411(1)(A)(C) as permitting a licensed optometrist to prescribe steroidal medications to the extent that they are intended for the recognized treatment of ocular medical conditions.
The motion passed unanimously . 4-0  

OTHER BUSINESS:

Complaint OPT-20145-OPT-1024810909:   After presentation and discussion, a motion was made 
by Dr. Cote,  Dr. Nadeau  seconded by Normand LaPlante Normand LaPlante  to dismiss the complaint on the ground of no violation of the Maine Optometry Laws or Rules.   .

The motion passed  3 3 -1 1 recused (Dr. Littlefield)






Clarification of how Maine’s Implied and Express warranty law applies to the dispensing and sale of medical devices like glasses and contact lenses:  The Board review and discussed the express warranty law.   Tabled to next meeting for further investigation of the Law.  Judith Peter’s, AAG will look into the law and report to the Board.

     

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  None
None


SECRETARY’S REPORT: To date 230 Optometrist that renewed.  Total revenue received from renewal fees is $81,900.00.  
Normand LaPlante was given a copy of the cash and budget report. 
Update on request to make secretaries job full time.  HR said they know of no forms; however, would ask Rachel Hendsbee, Director of Administrative Services, PFR and get back to me.
Travel request ARBO Annual Meeting in Seattle WA on 6/20/2015 has been approved.
Secretary request to purchase Optometry Training Manuals for the office.  
  Secretary met with Commissioner Anne Head on October 24, 2014 on the Bi-Annual Budget for BY2016, 2017. Note to the Board any change in the budget or additional spending will need to be address to the Commissioner in writing going forward. 

ADJOURNED:  A motion was made by Normand LaPlante Dr. Ebersole, seconded by Dr. Littlefield Dr. Littlefield to adjourn the meeting at 12:00 11:23 am p.m.	

The motion passed. 44-0

The next meeting will be held on August 7n February 6, 2015.   


Respectfully submitted,



Tina Carpentier
Secretary, Maine Board of Optometry

