Maine Board of Optometry


         113 State House Station


          Augusta, Maine 04333



MINUTES OF May 10, 2013
BOARD MEETING
CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order by Dr. Heward, O.D. at 9:01 a.m. in the Kennebec Room at the offices of Professional and Occupational Regulation in Gardiner, Maine.  
Members present: Thomas Nadeau, O.D., Blaine Littlefield, O.D., David Heward, O.D., and Normand LaPlante, Public Member. 
Members absent: Linda Cameron, O.D. and Gerrard Rudmin, O.D.
Others present: Judith M. Peters, Assistant Attorney General, Tina Carpentier, Board Secretary and one citizen. 
OLD BUSINESS: 
Action on Minutes of March 15, 2013 Meeting:  A motion was made by Normand LaPlante                  
seconded by Dr. Nadeau to accept the minutes as written.
The motion passed unanimously 4-0 
NEW BUSINESS: 
Pending Renewal Application for Dr. Crawford:  Thomas Crawford of Milbridge submitted 22 CE credits for the calendar year 2012 and 3 credits hours for calendar year 2013.
A motion was made by Dr. Nadeau, seconded by Dr. Littlefield to renew Dr. Crawford’s license with the understanding that the CE hours obtained in 2013 cannot be applied toward his continuing education hours when he renews his license in 2014 and to clarify its policy toward license renewals.  Secretary to draft letter, Dr. Heward and Judy Peters, AAG will review letter.
The motion passed unanimously 4-0
LD 747: An Act Establishing Health Care Practitioner Transparency Requirements. No action was taken by the Board. Dr. Littlefield will notify MOA about LD 747.
Email from Diane C. Fulton- (ERG): The board reviewed an email dated April 12, 2013 from Diane Fulton, Director of Insurance and Client Services of Diopsys, Inc. requesting confirmation from the Board that Visual Evoked Potential (VEP) and Electroretinography (ERG) is within the scope of practice of Maine optometrists.     
A motion was made by Dr. Nadeau, seconded by Dr. Littlefield to inform Ms. Fulton that Visual Evoked Potential and Electroretinography is within the scope of practice of Maine optometrists pursuant to 32 MRS § 2411 (1)(A) of the Maine Optometry Law. 
Secretary will send letter.
The motion passed unanimously 4-0
OTHER BUSINESS: 
Online renewal project- Dorene F. Gerrish, ALMS Application Manager- The Board secretary provided Board members with a copy of the breakdown of time Sauper Associates staff spent on the ARBO interface analysis for April and the Board’s cash report.  Dorene Gerrish explained to the Board the issues with ARBO interface, three options to consider and the cost. After discussing the options, the Board favored the estimate from Sauper on the cost to just implement the once a year ARBO load.  This would save manual entry of courses taken by licensees through ARBO. The $15,000 estimate would be to implement the interface from ARBO for an annual continuing education download and online renewals.  The costs already assessed, including the $8,700 April invoice, is for work already performed to gather the business requirements. Total to complete the annual ARBO continuing education download and online renewals is $23,700.00.  
Dorene stated that because this analysis was more expensive than expected, she will convert the Board of Optometry to online renewals at no additional cost. 
A motion was made by Dr. Nadeau, second by Dr. Littlefield to go forward with the online renewal project at the estimated cost of $23,700.00. 
The motion passed unanimously 4-0
PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  None
SECRETARY’S REPORT:  
Update online renewal process cost and Boards cash amount for the project.  
Secretary asked for suggestions on how to recruit two new Board Members. Dr. Littlefield and Dr. Nadeau agreed to make contact with two optometrists.  Dr. Littlefield will notify MOA to see if a notice can be added to the next MOA newsletter. 
Secretary suggested that CE requirements be posted on the Board’s website. Dr. Littlefield agreed to review letter before posting to the site.
223 optometrists renewed their license for 2013. 
ADJOURNED:  A motion was made by ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​Dr. Heward, seconded by Dr. Nadeau to adjourn the meeting. The meeting was declared adjourned at 10:24 a.m.
The motion passed unanimously 4-0
The next meeting will be held on August 16, 2013.
Respectfully submitted,

Tina Carpentier
Secretary, Maine Board of Optometry
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