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MINUTES OF AUGUST 16, 2013
BOARD MEETING


CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order by Dr. Cameron, O.D. at 9.02 a.m. in the Kennebec Room at the offices of Professional and Occupational Regulation in Gardiner, Maine.  

Members present: Linda Cameron, O.D., Thomas Nadeau, O.D., Blaine Littlefield, O.D., David Heward, O.D., Stephen Ebersole, O.D., and Normand LaPlante, Public Member. 

Others present: Judith M. Peters, Assistant Attorney General, Tina Carpentier, Board Secretary and 2 citizens. 

OLD BUSINESS: 
 
Action on Minutes of March 15, 2013 Meeting:  A motion was made by Dr. Littlefield,       seconded by Normand LaPlante to accept the minutes as written.

The motion passed unanimously 6-0
                
NEW BUSINESS: 

Dr. Linda Cameron welcomed Dr. Ebersole, O.D. to the board.

Summary Report –Joseph R. LaBrie:  Mr. LaBrie requested that the Maine Board of Optometry review and respond to the summary report dated July 13, 2013.  Judith Peters suggested a community service call to Mr. LaBrie would be appropriate.  Dr. Heward volunteered to call Mr. LaBrie. 

Email from Caytey Steele- (Steele Compliance, Inc.): The board reviewed an email dated July 21, 2013 from Caytey Steele, Managing Director requesting clarification on Optometrists’ Scope of Practice in the State of Maine for optometrist to order labs and perform finger pricks in the	 office for purpose of sending the blood sample to an outside laboratory for analysis. 

A motion was made by Dr. Nadeau, seconded by Dr. Heward to inform Ms. Steel that the Board interprets 32 MRSA § 2411(1)(A)(C) as permitting a licensed optometrist to order blood sample via finger prick lab test.  The Board does not consider blood sampling via finger prick tests to be within the scope of practice of an optometrist as currently authorized by the Legislature. 

Letter will be drafted by Secretary, Judith Peters, and Dr. Cameron to review.

The motion passed 6-0 on question 1
The motion passed 4-2 on question 2

Dr. Carbonneau, O.D. Letter Anthem promoting contacts and eyeglasses: The Board reviewed Dr. Carbonneau’s’ letter date August 14, 2013 on concerns about Anthem actively and intentionally hurting his business and other optometrist offices in the State of Maine. The Board agreed that the Secretary draft a letter thanking Dr. Carbonneau for his correspondence and, in the future, please send all correspondence to the Board of Optometry at 113 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333.


Dr. Welker, O.D. requesting acceptance of credentials for application:  The Board reviewed Dr. Welker’s letter dated August 13, 2013 requesting that the Board waive the initial licensure eligibility requirement of passage of Parts I, II, III and Treatment and Management of Ocular Diseases examinations of the National Board of Examiners in Optometry. Unfortunately, 32 M.R.S.A §2422 of the Board’s enabling statute mandates that all applicants are required to pass these examinations and the Board has no discretion to waive this requirement. 

Letter will be drafted by Secretary and Judith Peters and Linda Cameron will review.

OTHER BUSINESS: 

Application Personal Data Question HAVE YOU EVER: The Board and AAG, Judith Peters discussed clarification on question five on the application and question one on the renewal form, “Have you ever been arrested with or without conviction(s) for any offense including driving while intoxicated (i.e. “OUI”, “DWI”, “DUI”) but not including other minor traffic violations?” 

A motion was made by Dr. Cameron, seconded by Dr. Nadeau to change the question to “Have you ever been convicted of any crime by any court?”

The motion passed unanimously 6-0

Review final online project cost proposal:  Secretary provided the final online project cost that Sauper Associates, Inc. provided via emailed to the Board on June 13, 2013.  The total cost for the project to be completed is $24,930.00- $1,230.00 over what was estimated at the Board meeting on May 10, 2013.

A motion was made by Dr. Nadeau, seconded by Norman LaPlante to approve the final Sauper Associates, Inc. Project Cost Proposal for $24,930.00.

The motion passed unanimously 6-0

PRESIDENT’S REPORT: Dr. Cameron announced to the Board that we would be taking Dr. David Heward to lunch on November 8, 2013, at Slates Restaurant.  We will be honoring Dr. Heward for his 15 years of service.   

Dr. Cameron announced that she will not be serving another term on the Board and her last official meeting date will be February 2014.  We will be electing new officers at the November 8th Board meeting and in need of a new President, complaint officer and another Board member.  

SECRETARY’S REPORT:  

Update online renewal project. Secretary drafted a letter introducing the new online renewal system, recording your attendance at CE courses through ARBO OE tracker before December 31, 2013.  The secretary passed out a copy of the letter for the Board to review and to make any changes.  

Christine Newell, O.D. petitioned the Glaucoma subcommittee to waive the thirty glaucoma-related consultation cases and consider her education and experience in regards to the treatment of glaucoma to qualify her to independently treat glaucoma patients.  The Glaucoma Subcommittee unanimously granted Dr. Newell her TAG.

Dr. Paul P. Cote from Auburn submitted an Application to the Governors’ Office to replace Dr. Heward.


ADJOURNED:  A motion was made by Norman LaPlante seconded by Dr. Littlefield to adjourn the meeting. The meeting was declared adjourned at 10.20 a.m.
	
The motion passed unanimously 6-0

The next meeting will be held on November 8, 2013.



Respectfully submitted,



Tina Carpentier
Secretary, Maine Board of Optometry
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