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02  DEPARTMENT OF PROFESSIONAL AND FINANCIAL REGULATION 
 
288 MAINE STATE BOARD FOR LICENSURE OF ARCHITECTS, LANDSCAPE 

ARCHITECTS AND INTERIOR DESIGNERS 
 
Chapter 14 LICENSURE OF CERTIFIED INTERIOR DESIGNERS 

 
 
Summary: This chapter sets forth the educational qualifications, experience and examination 
requirement necessary for licensure as a certified interior designer. 
 
 
 
1. Introduction 

An applicant qualifies for licensure by completing a combination of education and 
experience as set forth in Section 2 of this chapter and by passing the examination 
described in Section 3 of this chapter. 

2. Education and Experience 

1. 5 + 1 

The applicant has graduated from a 5-year interior design program accredited by 
CIDA that was offered at a regionally-accredited institution and has completed at 
least 1 year of diversified and appropriate interior design experience; or 

2. 4 + 2 

The applicant has graduated from: 

A. A 4-year interior design program accredited by CIDA that was offered at a 
regionally-accredited institution; or 

B. A bachelor degree program in interior design that— 

(1) Was not accredited by CIDA but included not less than 120 
semester hours, of which at least 60 semester hours were interior 
design-related;  

(2) Was substantially equivalent to a program accredited by CIDA; 
and 

(3) Was offered at a regionally-accredited institution; 

And has completed: 
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C. At least 2 years of diversified and appropriate interior design experience; 
or 

D. The NCIDQ Interior Design Experience Program of at least 2 years’ 
duration. 

3. Examination 

The current examination for certified interior designers is the NCIDQ examination 
developed by NCIDQ. The time, place and manner of examination administration shall 
be as determined by NCIDQ. Passing grades shall be as determined by NCIDQ. 

4. Display of  Licensed Status 

1. Advertising and Promotional Materials 

A certified interior designer shall display the legend “Maine Certified Interior 
Designer” in all advertising and promotional materials published by or on behalf 
of the named certified interior designer that relate to interior design services for 
Maine-located projects. Such materials include but are not limited to telephone 
directories, newspaper and magazine advertisements, and web sites. 

2. Correspondence and Business Cards 

A certified interior designer shall display the legend “Maine Certified Interior 
Designer” on the certified interior designer’s business card and beneath the 
certified interior designer’s name on all professional correspondence, proposals 
and solicitations signed by or on behalf of the named certified interior designer 
for Maine-located projects. 

 
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 32 MRSA §§214(1) and 220-B(2) and (3) 
 
EFFECTIVE DATE:


