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Notice of Agency Rule-making Proposal

DETAILED BASIS STATEMENT / SUMMARY: The proposed rules: (1) repeal obsolete chapters and
text, (2) consolidate into one chapter (Ch. 3) all the rule provisions dealing with examination and
licensure, (3) provide that only a master plumber may sign a trainee plumber’s license application, (4)
eliminate the requirement that a master plumber must sign the license application of a journeyman
plumber or journeyman-in-training, (5) provide that only a master plumber may provide the affidavit of
work experience and work hours completed by a trainee plumber, journeyman-in-training or journeyman
plumber, (6) require master plumbers and journeyman plumbers to ensure that all plumbers under their
supervision practice within the scope of the license held, (7) designate the International Association of
Plumbing and Mechanical Officials Uniform Plumbing Code, 2009 edition as a replacement for the
International Association of Plumbing and Mechanical Officials Uniform Plumbing Code, 2000 edition,
Maine State Internal Plumbing Code, and (8) set forth exclusions and amendments to the 2009 code for
use in Maine.
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02 DEPARTMENT OF PROFESSIONAL & FINANCIAL REGULATION
395 PLUMBERS’ EXAMINING BOARD

Chapter 1: GENERALPROVASIONSADVISORY RULINGS

Summary: This rule establishes guidelines relating to meetings;-advisory rulings;and
maintenance of records.

4. ADVISORY RULINGS
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A. Authority and Scope

The Beard-board may issue an advisory ruling purstant-toin accordance with 5

M-R-S-A- 8-9001 concerning the applicability to-an-existing-factual-situation-of
any-statutes-orrule-H-administersof a statute or rule to existing facts. Each-regquest

shal-bereviewed-ndividuathy-by-the BeardThe board shall review each request
for an advisory ruling to determine whether an-advisorythe requested ruling is

appropriate. The Board-board may, at its discretion, decline the-reguestforto issue
an advisory ruling if the request is hypothetical, if there is insufficient information
upon which to base a rullnq or for any other reason the board deems proper An

B. Submission

A request for an advisory ruling shal-must be submitted to the Beard-board in
writing and shal-must set forth in detail all facts pertinent to the question. The
Board-board may require the-submission of additional information as it deems

necessary to provide a complete a-factual background-fera-ruting-by-the-Board.

C. Ruling

An-advisory-ruling-shatt-beThe board shall issue advisory rulings in writing. and

shaHThe advisory ruling must include a statement of facts or assumptions, or
both, upon which the ruling is based. The statement, without reference to other
documents, shal-must be sufficiently detailed to apprise the reader of the basis of

the opinion. Aruling-shal-be-rendered-with-theThe assent of fourthree members

of the Boeardboard is required for the issuance of an advisory ruling. Ar

adviseryThe ruling shalk-must be signed by the Chairpersen-ofthe-Beardboard
chair, shal-must be identified specifically as an advisory ruling, and shal-must be

numbered serially.

D. Publication

An-advisory-ruhingThe department shall be-mated-temail the advisory ruling to

the requesting party and a-copy-shal-bekeptby-the Board Administrator shall
retain a copy. An advisory ruling is a public document and shall be available for

public inspection during the normal working hours of the Beardboard. In

addition, the Boardboard;-as-i-deems-appropriate; may otherwise publish or
circulate an advisory ruling_as it deems appropriate.

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 5 MRSA §8051 and 9001(4)
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EFFECTIVE DATE: February 3, 1980 - Chapter 1 (as Chapter 110)
March 31, 1985 - Ch. 110 - 150

AMENDED: March 6, 1990 Ch. 110 - 190
REPEALED AND REPLACED: April 28, 1997 (as Chapter 1)

EFFECTIVE DATE (ELECTRONIC CONVERSION): December 20, 1997
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02 DEPARTMENT OF PROFESSIONAL & FINANCIAL REGULATION
395 PLUMBERS’ EXAMINING BOARD

Chapter 3: LICENSING REQUIREMENTS

Summary This chapter sets forth the requwements for Heensuretehea—plumber—fer—the

A > 3 Adasterinitial licensure,
examlnatlon and Ilcense renewal ThIS chapter also descnbes the manner in which a lapsed
license may be reinstated.

[Note: Seaz2 bl b A BIE0L o aecdhbionol rncnrpinonls
for-licensure-The statutory requirements for licensure as a

trainee plumber, journeyman-in-training, journeyman
plumber and master plumber are set forth in 32 MRSA
883501 and 3501-A.]

1. TRAINEE PLUMBER.

A person may apply for Ilcensure as a tralnee

plumber on forms provided by the board. The application must be accompanied
by the license fee set forth in Chapter 10, Section 5(29) of the rules of the Office
of Licensing and Registration, entitled “Establishment of License Fees.” The
minimum age for licensure is 16.

C. Whenever a licensed trainee plumber is no longer employed or supervised by a
licensed master or journeyman plumber, the trainee plumber may not actively
perform any plumbing work for which a license is required. Fe-continue-would-be
e e e e

D. Hours of work accumulated by a trainee plumber shall commence from the date
of licensure. Hours completed before a trainee plumber’s 16" birthday will not be

recognized.
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2.

3.

4.

te4eeel+g+ble¢epheensureesﬁaqeumeymanpmmleeeA person Who meets the

educational gualifications of 32 MRSA 8§3501(2-B) may apply to sit for the
journeyman plumber examination. Upon passing the journeyman plumber
examination, a person may apply for licensure as a journeyman-in-training in
order to obtain the licensed work experience required for licensure as a
journeyman plumber. Application for licensure must be made on forms provided
by the board and must be accompanied by the license fee set forth in Chapter 10,
Section 5(29) of the rules of the Office of Licensing and Registration, entitled
“Establishment of License Fees.”

Whenever a licensed journeyman-in-training is no longer supervised by a licensed
master or journeyman plumber, the journeyman-in-training may not actively
perform any plumbing work for which a license is required. Fo-continue-would-be
e

JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER.

paymen%eﬁheel—reenseieeUpon passing the journeyman plumber examlnatlon a

person may apply for licensure as a journeyman plumber. Application for
licensure must be made on forms provided by the board and must be accompanied
by the license fee set forth in Chapter 10, Section 5(29) of the rules of the Office
of Licensing and Registration, entitled “Establishment of License Fees.”

Whenever a licensed | Journeyman plumber is no longer employed by a licensed
master plumber a-ma A\

metal#ng—plembmg—and—dmnagethe journeyman plumber may not perform any

plumbing work for which a license is required.-Fo-continue-would-be-a-violation

MASTER PLUMBER.
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feeUpon passing the master plumber examlnatlon a person may applv for licensure as a

master plumber. Application for licensure must be made on forms provided by the board
and must be accompanied by the license fee set forth in Chapter 10, Section 5(29) of the
rules of the Office of Licensing and Registration, entitled “Establishment of License
Fees.”

S. RESPONSIBILITY OF THE MASTER OR JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER REGARDING
SUPERVISION.

A By the supervising master’s-erjourpeyman’s-master plumber’s signature on a
journeyman-in-tratning-and-trainee an application_for licensure as a trainee

plumber, that-the master erjourneyman-plumber acknowledges supervisory
responsibility for the work ethics, performance, and training reguired-of the

trainee beinrg-supervisedplumber.

C. Fhe-A master erjourneyman-plumber-as-the-case-may-be;shal-be is responsible

for making-sureensuring that all jeurreymanjourneyman plumbers,
jeurreymanjourneymen-in-training erand trainees-trainee plumbers in histherthe

employ of or under histherthe supervision of the master plumber are licensed and
that they practice within the scope of the license held. A journeyman plumber is
responsible for ensuring that all journeymen-in-training and trainee plumbers
under the supervision of the journeyman plumber are licensed and that they
practice within the scope of the license held.

journeyman’s-supervision:A master plumber must provide upon request an

affidavit attesting to the work experience and work hours completed by a trainee
plumber, journeyman-in-training or journeyman plumber while under the
employment or supervision of the master plumber.

E. Whenever the-sigring-superviserya supervising master erfedrpeyman-plumber-as
the-case-may-be; ceases to provide supervision to thejourneymanjourneyman-i-

training-ora trainee_ plumber, the master erjourneymanplumber shall promptly
notify the Beard-board in writing.
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6. EXAMINATION.

A.

An applicant for examination must submit all of the following items to the board:

(D Completed application;

(2) The nonrefundable application fee set forth in Chapter 10, Section 5(29)
of the rules of the Office of Licensing and Registration, entitled
“Establishment of License Fees:;”

(3) Academic transcript or certificate, if applicable; and

(4) Affidavits of work experience and work hours furnished pursuant to
Section 5(D) of this chapter.

Incomplete or illegible applications will be returned to the applicant along with

any attachments received.

An applicant must receive board approval before sitting for an examination.

Examination scores of applicants who take an examination before receipt of board
approval will not be recognized.

Board approval will remain valid for a period of 2 years following the date of the

approval. If an applicant fails to pass an examination within this time, or fails to
apply for licensure within 2 years from the date of notification of a passing score
on the qualifying examination, the applicant must reapply as a new applicant and
retake the examination.

8. LICENSE RENEWAL.
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The licenses of master plumbers, journeyman plumbers and trainee plumbers expire 2
years after the date of issuance. To renew a license, the licensee shall follow the on line
renewal procedure prescribed by the board and shall remit the license fee set forth in
Chapter 10, Section 5(29) of the rules of the Office of Licensing and Registration,
entitled “Establishment of License Fees.”

9. HCENSE-LATE RENEWAL; REINSTATEMENT.

A. Late Renewal.

A license may be renewed up to 90 days after expiration upon payment of the late
fee set forth in Chapter 11, Section 2(1) of the rules of the Office of Licensing and
Reqistration, entitled “Late Renewals” along with the license fee.

B. Reinstatement.

A master plumber or journeyman plumber who fails to renew a license more than
90 days but less than 2 years after expiration may reinstate the license without
taking the examination by filing a new application for renewal and paying the
license fee, the late fee set forth in Chapter 11, Section 2(1) of the rules of the
Office of Licensing and Registration, entitled “Late Renewals,” and the additional
late fee set forth in Chapter 10, Section 5(29) of the rules of the Office of
Licensing and Registration entitled “Establishment of License Fees.”

An applicant who fails to renew a license 2 years or longer after expiration must
apply for initial licensure pursuant to Section 6 of this chapter, meet the
gualifications for initial licensure in effect at the time of the application and pass
the appropriate examination.
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INOTE: Reinstatement of an expired license held by a plumber
separating from the United States Armed Forces may be governed
by 32 MRSA 83504.]

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 32 MRSA 8§3403-A(1)

EFFECTIVE DATE:
February 3, 1980 - Chapter 1
March 31, 1985 - Ch. 110 - 150

AMENDED:
March 6, 1990 - Ch. 110 - 190

REPEALED AND REPLACED:
April 28, 1997 - replacing Chapter 130.

EFFECTIVE DATE (ELECTRONIC CONVERSION):
December 20, 1997

REPEALED AND REPLACED:
January 20, 2002
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02

395

Chapter 4:

DEPARTMENT OF PROFESSIONAL & FINANCIAL REGULATION

PLUMBERS' EXAMINING BOARD

INSTALLATION STANDARDS

Summary: This Chapter adopts standards for plumbing installations in the State of Maine.

1. PLUMBING INSTALLATIONS

A

The Plumbers’ Examining Board adopts and incorporates herein by reference the
International Association of Plumbing and Mechanical Officials Uniform

Plumbing Code, 2000-2009 edition, Maine-State-Internal-Plumbing-Code--as the

standard for plumbing installations in the State of Maine, effective-September—17;
2005subject to the exclusions and amendments set forth in this chapter.

The above Code, hereinafter referred to as “the UPC," may be purchased from:

International Association of Plumbing and Mechanical Officials
5001 E. Philadelphia Street

Ontario, CA 91761-2816

Telephone: (909) 472-4100 or 1-800-85-IAPMO

Webpage: www.iapmo.org

All plumbing installations must comply with the UPC (except as excluded or
amended in this chapter); Title 32, Chapter 49 of the Maine Revised Statutes; and
the rules of the board. Plumbing installations must also comply with all applicable
statutes or rules of the State and all applicable ordinances, orders, rules and
regulations of local municipalities.

Exclusions and Amendments.

(1) Chapter 1, Administration

a. The board does not adopt chapter 102.3.2, Penalties.

b. The board amends chapter 103.1.2, Exempt Work, by adding
103.1.2.3 as follows:

103.1.2.3 Installation of domestic heating appliances by master oil
burner technicians licensed pursuant to Title 32, Chapter 33 of the
Maine Revised Statutes and propane and natural gas installers
pursuant to Title 32, Chapter 130 of the Maine Revised Statutes.



http://www.iapmo.org/�
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C. The board repeals and replaces chapter 103.4.1, Permit Fees, as

follows:

103.4.1 Permit Fees.

103.4.1.1 Any person who begins any work for which a
permit is required by the Code without first having
obtained a permit shall, if subsequently eligible to obtain a
permit for that work, pay double the permit fee for such
work. However, this provision shall not apply to any
emergency work when it can be proved to the satisfaction
of the LPI that such work was necessary and that it was not
practical to obtain a permit before the commencement of
the work. In all emergency cases, a permit must be
obtained within four (4) working day or a double permit fee
shall be charged.

103.4.1.2 For the purpose of this section a sanitary
plumbing outlet on or to which a plumbing fixture or
appliance may be set or attached shall be construed to be a
fixture. Fees for reconnection and retest of existing
plumbing systems in relocated buildings shall be based on
the number of plumbing fixtures that requires a permit to
be issued.

103.4.1.3 Permit fees shall be charged for the following
permits.

(1) Fixture fee, per fixture.

(2) When only new water distribution and/or
drainage pipes are installed or relocated in a
building, but no fixtures installed.

(3) A hookup fee shall be charged for the
connection of a mobile home, which bears the
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) seal or a
modular home, which bears the Manufactured
Housing Board seal to a building sewer.

(4) A hookup fee shall be charged for
connection to a public sewer when piping is
installed outside the jurisdiction of the sanitary
district. A hookup is considered a fixture when
calculating the fee.
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(5) Relocated mobile homes, modular homes or
any other similar structures shall be considered as
new conventional stick built structures. A plumbing
fixture fee shall be charged based on this section.

d. The board does not adopt chapter 103.4.2, Plan Review Fees.

e. The board adopts Chapter 103.5.1, Inspections, General, with the
following amendment:

(i) Plumbing systems for which a permit is required by this
code shall be inspected by the Authority Having Jurisdiction.

No portion of any plumbing system shall be concealed until
inspected and approved. Neither the Authority Having Jurisdiction
nor the jurisdiction shall be liable for expenses entailed in the
removal or replacement of material required to permit inspection.
When the installation of a plumbing system is complete, an
additional and final inspection shall be made. Plumbing-systems
regulated-by thiscode shall-not-be connected to- the waterthe

hori - < diction.

f. The board does not adopt Chapter 103.5.6, paragraphs 4 and 5,
Reinspections.

g. The board does not adopt Chapter 103.7, Unconstitutional.

h. The board does not adopt Table 1-1, Plumbing Permit Fees.

(2) Chapter 2, Definitions

a. The board does not adopt Chapter 205.0, Confined Space.

b. The board does not adopt Chapter 207.0 Excess Flow Valve
EFV).

C. The board does not adopt Chapter 208.0, Flammable Vapor or
Fumes.

d. The board amends Chapter 220.0, Roughing-In, as follows:

(i) The installation of all parts of the plumbing system that can
be completed prior to the installation of fixtures. This includes
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drainage, water supply—gas-piping, vent piping, and the necessary
fixture supports.

e. The board does not adopt Chapter 223.0, Unconfined Space.

(3)

Chapter 3, General Requlations

a. The board does not adopt Chapter 313.12.3, Ratproofing.

b. The board does not adopt Chapter 314.7, Hangers and Supports.

C. The board adopts Chapter 316.2.2, Unions, with the following

exception:

0) Approved unions shall be permitted to be used in drainage

piping when accessibly located in the trap seal or between a fixture
and its trap in the vent system, except underground or in wet vents,
and at any point in the water supply system-—andir-gas-pipirg-as

d The board does not adopt Chapter 320.0, Medical Gas and

(4)

Vacuum Systems.

Chapter 5, Water Heaters

(5)

a. The board only adopts the following two sections of Chapter 5.
All other sections of Chapter 5 the board does not adopt.

0) Chapter 506.4, Indirect-Fired Water Heaters, which
includes 506.4.1 and 506.4.2.

(ii) Chapter 508.0, Other Water Heater Installation
Requirements, which includes 508.1, 508.2, 508.3, 508.4 and
508.5.

Chapter 9, Vents

a. The board adopts Chapter 906.0, VVent Terminations, with the

following amendments:

(i) 906.1. Each vent pipe or stack shall extend through its

flashing and shall terminate vertically not less than six{6}-inches
52 mm)-two (2) feet above the roof nor less than one (1) foot
{305-mm)-from any vertical surface.
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(ii) 906.3. Vent pipes shall be extended separately or

combined, of full required size, not less than six-{6}-+rches
A52mm)-two (2) feet above the roof or fire wall. Flagpoling of
vents shall be prohibited except where the roof is used for
purposes other than weather protection. Vents within ten (10) feet
(3,048 mm) of any part of the roof that is used for such other
purposes shall extend not less than seven (7) feet (2,134 mm)
above such roof and shall be securely stayed.

(iii)  906.7. Frost or Snow Closure. Where frost or snow

closure is likely to occur in locations having minimum design
temperature below 0°F (-17.8°C), vent terminals shall be not less
than two (2) inches (50 mm) in diameters, but in no event small
than the required vent pipe. The change in diameter shall be made
inside the building not less than one (1) foot (305 mm) below the
roof in an insulated space and terminate not less than ten{10)}
inches{254-mm)-two (2) feet above the roof, or as required by the
Authority Having Jurisdiction.

(6) Chapter 11, Storm Drainage
a. The board does not adopt Chapter 1101.5, Subsoil Drains.
b. The board does not adopt Chapter 1101.6, Building Subdrains.
C. The board does not adopt Chapter 1101.7, Areaway Drains.
d. The board does not adopt Chapter 1101.8, Window Areaway
Drains.
e. The board does not adopt Chapter 1101.9, Filling Stations and
Motor Vehicle Washing Establishments.
f. The board does not adopt Chapter 1101.10, Paved Areas.
g. The board does not adopt Chapter 1102.5, Subsoil Drains.
h. The board does not adopt Chapter 1106.3, Size of Roof Gutters.
I. The board does not adopt Table 11-3, Size of Gutters.

(7)  Chapter 12, Fuel Piping. The board does not adopt Chapter 12, Fuel

Piping.
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(8) Chapter 13, Health Care Facilities and Medical Gas and VVacuum Systems.
The board does not adopt Chapter 13, Health Care Facilities and Medical Gas and
Vacuum Systems.

(9) Chapter 16, Nonpotable Water Reuse Systems.

a. The board does not adopt Part |, Gray Water Systems, in its
entirety.

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 32 MRSA §3403-B(1)

EFFECTIVE DATE:
April 28, 1997

EFFECTIVE DATE (ELECTRONIC CONVERSION):
December 20, 1997

PROVISIONAL ADOPTION (MAJOR SUBSTANTIVE):
January 15, 2002 —  filing LR-2002-2

FINAL ADOPTION:
September 17, 2005 — by action of the Legislature, Resolve 2005 c.81 approved (signed
by the Governor) June 3, 2005, effective September 17, 2005
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