
UPDATE:  November, 18, 2009
Steps being taken to remove or reduce barriers to access to antivirals, used specifically for treatment of diagnosed cases or prophylactic actions for H1N1:

	
	Aetna
	Anthem
	CIGNA
	Harvard Pilgrim
	United Health Care
	MEGA Life & Health*

	On formulary
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	MEGA Life & Health does not offer prescription drug coverage in some states, including Maine

	Moved antiviral from tier 3 to tier 2, resulting in lower cost-sharing for patients
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	No prior authorization required for antivirals prescribed to treat H1N1
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	

	Waiver or review available for additional and extended treatment
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	Follows CDC guidelines for frequency and quantity of antiviral doses 
www.cdc.gov/H1N1flu/recommendations.htm#1 
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	Can respond within 24 hours to CDC changes in recommendations for H1N1 treatment (e.g., outbreaks in April resulted in formulary changes on the next business day)
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	Ability to address claim processing for compounds to ensure claims process quickly and correctly
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	Special provisions made for health care providers with multiple exposures
	
	
	(
	
	
	


NOTE:  Some have indicated that Roche, manufacturer of Tamiflu is not taking any steps to assist with price of the medication.
There is no FDA-approved generic option.

� For plans that include a pharmacy benefit.


� Some plans have established a process for patients with coverage that has a deductible for RX and co-insurance requirements that create a significant financial burden for patients in high-risk groups (as identified by the CDC).  Patients should contact their health plans if they are having trouble meeting their deductible or have a financial burden re: accessing antivirals for treatment of H1N1. 






