INNOVATIVE WAYS OF GETTING RID OF BOOKS

(and getting something in return)

Bookmooch: http://www.bookmooch.com/

This is for the entrepreneurial set who believe that books are worth sharing and who want an unusual way to do collection development.

Half.com:  http://www.half.ebay.com/

Good for creating and maintaining a stable inventory.  Requires an eBay account. Seller reimbursed for shipping. Pays a percentage of gross to Half.  Sales revenues deposited directly into checking account twice a month. Very good tool for libraries and friends groups with detail-oriented staff/volunteers with average computer skills.
Bookprospector: http://www.bookprospector.com/site/index.php

Not the greatest moneymaker in the world, but a great venue for older books that you can’t easily list on half.com. Buyer pays postage via printed Postage-due labels. Checks paid monthly.
Betterworld Books: http://www.betterworldbooks.com/ 

An ideal solution for groups who don’t want the hassles and time commitment of a book sale. Betterworld ships boxes via UPS, you fill them with books that meet their criteria, arrange a pickup and UPS hauls them off.  Requires patience because revenue stream is slow, but steady over a long period of time.  Checks issued quarterly. Hartland sent 126 boxes in mid-late 2006 and has received about $400 in revenue. Libraries get 15% of gross with another 15% going to charity of your choice.  BWB also will take book sale leftovers that meet their criteria, but you won’t get anything except the extra space and the satisfaction that you have helped make the world better.
Paperback swap: http://www.paperbackswap.com/help/help_index.php 


New since I agreed to do the program.  Essentially a clone of Bookmooch with a very nice selection of books and a .pdf format that pre-prints a mailing label when you send out a book.  Nice venue for paperbacks that you wouldn’t get much for that are in good condition.

For the really adventurous: Check out http://tcm-ca.com/index.html This is a site where you can sign up to review and keep books. I’ve been a reviewer here for about 9 months and the Hartland Public Library has gotten some very interesting books as a result.
If you are interested in more information after the presentation or have questions I didn’t answer, feel free to contact me.

John Clark, Hartland Public Library

207-938-4702   berek@tds.net   
