Notes from the January 18, 2007 Meeting of the Maine Energy Council

The Maine Energy Council (MEC) held its fourth meeting from 1:15PM to 4:00PM on January 18, 2007.  The meeting took place in the Utilities and Energy Committee Room.  MEC members/designees in attendance included the following:

Senator Bartlett, Chair

Representative Adams, Chair
Representative Fletcher
Barbara Alexander

David Allen

Kathy Billings 
Tony Buxton
John Flumerfelt
Sharon Reishus

Sharon Staz
Stephen Ward

David Wilby

At the outset of the meeting, a meeting agenda was provided to Council members, and the meeting was opened by Senator Bartlett.

Commissioner David Littell of the Department of Environmental Protection presented the Council with information and responded to questions on the roles and responsibilities of the DEP in the energy sector.

The following items were discussed:
Permitting/Siting

· DEP/LURC siting jurisdiction for generation and transmission
· Emissions regulation
Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative
· Offset methods

· DEP current thinking: $ from CO2 allowances would go toward efficiency projects
· Auction/allocation design for CO2 allowances

· Monitoring of CO2 trading

· Implications of Maine’s participation in regional initiative across multiple markets 
· Implications of RGGI for energy prices

· Relationship between energy prices and CO2 allowance prices
· safety valves 
· CO2 emissions tracking and reporting
· Expectation of federal carbon regulation

The meeting adjourned at 4:05.
� All materials provided during MEC meetings can be obtained through the MEC’s website.  A link to MEC website can be accessed through the Commission’s web page:  www.maine.gov/mpuc.





