Notes from the February 2, 2007 Meeting of the Maine Energy Council

The Maine Energy Council (MEC) held its fifth meeting from 10:00AM to 3:00PM on February 2, 2007.  The meeting took place in the Utilities and Energy Committee Room.  MEC members/designees in attendance for all or part of the meeting included the following:

Senator Bartlett, Chair

Representative Adams, Chair
Representative Fletcher
Kurt Adams
Dan Allegretti
David Allen
Rob Bennett

Eric Bryant
Tony Buxton
Mark Cote

John Flumerfelt

Deb Garrett
Nancy Kelleher
Sharon Staz
David Wilby

Chairman Adams opened the meeting, a meeting agenda was provided to Council members, and Council members introduced themselves.

Lisa Fink of the Public Utilities Commission Staff made a presentation to the Council entitled “The ISO-NE Regional System Plan and Its Impact on Maine.”  The presentation included the results of the 2006 Regional Plan regarding capacity needs by region and the major transmission projects whose costs will be socialized among all ratepayers in New England.  
At the conclusion of the presentation, Council members engaged in questions and discussion regarding the Regional Plan and the ISO-NE planning process.  Steve Rourke of the ISO-NE joined Ms. Fink in responding to questions from Council members.
Kurt Adams, Chairman of the Public Utilities Commission, made a presentation to the Council entitled “National Electric Transmission Congestion Study and Implications for New England.”  The presentation highlighted the consequences of Department of Energy (DOE) designation of areas within Maine as “national interest electric transmission corridors” with respect to the loss of sovereignty and preemption of the State’s transmission siting authority.  
At the conclusion of the presentation, Council members engaged in questions and discussion regarding the DOE designation process.  Chairman Adams responded to questions from Council members.

After the lunch break, Council members discussed a variety of “housekeeping issues.”  The Council agreed to an additional meeting to be held on February 16, 2007 at 10:00 AM.  The purpose of the additional meeting is to discuss the contents of the Council’s final report and whether the Council would continue after the completion of the report.  Council staff was directed to prepare a draft preliminary report prior to the February 16th meeting that would contain background information of the activities of the Council and a list of topics that might be discussed in the final report.
Tom Welch, a consultant to the Public Utilities Commission on its ISO-NE study, made a presentation to the Council on opportunities for closer electricity market integration between Maine and Canadian provinces.  Mr. Welch explained that there are a range of alternative structures, that there may be benefits to Maine and that further analysis should occur. 
At the conclusion of the presentation, Council members engaged in questions and discussion regarding the closer integration with Canadian provinces.  Mr. Welch responded to questions from Council members.

The meeting adjourned at 3:00.
� All materials provided during MEC meetings can be obtained through the MEC’s website.  A link to MEC website can be accessed through the Commission’s web page:  www.maine.gov/mpuc.
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