MEMORANDUM
To:

Members of the Energy and Carbon Savings Trust
From:

Chris Simpson, Director of the Pubic Utilities Commission’s


Energy Program Division
Subject:
Comments Regarding Issues Raised During the Energy and 



Carbon Savings Trust’s September 8, 2008 Meeting 
Date:

September 18, 2008


During their September 8th meeting, members of the Energy and Carbon Savings Trust (Carbon Trust or Trust) invited written comments from stakeholders on several topics.  This memo constitutes the Commission’s response to that solicitation for comments.


During the meeting, Chairman Diamond presented a draft emergency rule that would, if adopted, authorize the Carbon Trust to disburse funds prior to the adoption of permanent rules.  At the conclusion of his presentation, Chairman Diamond invited stakeholders to comment on the draft emergency rule.  On September 8th, Chairman Diamond also (1) outlined a possible process for retaining a consultant to draft and present the major substantive rule that the Carbon Trust will submit to the Legislature next January and (2) noted that Steve Ward had expressed an interest in providing such services if the Carbon Trust chooses to pursue this option. 

The Commission has reviewed the draft emergency rule and has no comments regarding the rule.  Nor does the Commission have comments regarding the Carbon Trust’s process for drafting and presenting its major substantive rule.

During the September 8th meeting, members of the Carbon Trust invited written comments on how the Trust should meet its administrative needs between now and the time its major substantive rule takes effect.  As a general matter, the Commission stands ready to assist the Carbon Trust with the Trust’s administrative needs.  However, the nature and extent of the assistance provided by the Commission would depend on the specific tasks and services that are required.  Due to a variety of variables, including the Trust’s pending decision about whether to pursue an emergency rule and disburse funds this winter, the details regarding the Trust’s administrative needs are not clear at this time.  The Commission will be happy to discuss the level of its assistance to the Carbon Trust as the details regarding those tasks and services become known.

Trust members also invited written comments regarding its organizational structure and relationship to other state entities, such as Efficiency Maine, that provide energy efficiency programs and services.  The Commission understands that many parties, including the Carbon Trust, are interested in discussing the organization and structure of Maine’s energy efficiency activities.  The Commission also understands that there is broad interest in discussing other issues relating to Efficiency Maine this fall.  The Commission has therefore decided to initiate an informal stakeholder group process to discuss three key issues.  


As will be discussed in detail in a notice that will be issued by the Commission in the near future, the Commission plans to hold three meetings during which stakeholders will be invited to present and discuss designated topics.  The Commission welcomes preliminary feedback from members of the Carbon Trust on the three-meeting stakeholder process outlined below.  The lead topics and approximate dates for these three meetings are as follows:
Meeting One: The Technical Potential Study (Early October)

During this meeting, the Commission would like to collaboratively explore with interested persons the completion of a technical potential study.  The discussion could include consideration of the technical potential study’s relationship to (1) the requirements of Title 35-A, subsection 3211-A (4-A) 
and (2) the process for developing the triennial plan required by Public Law 2007, Chapter 317.  
Meeting Two: Efficiency Maine Funding (Late October)

The purpose of this meeting would be to seek input from interested persons about what they believe to be Efficiency Maine’s funding needs.  Agenda items to discuss during this meeting would include: (1) what cost-effective opportunities can be identified pending the completion of the technical potential study and prior to cloture; (2) what additional revenues does Efficiency Maine need to take advantage of those opportunities and (3) is subsection 4 (system benefit charge) or subsection 4-A (other assessment) the preferable vehicle for generating the needed additional revenues? 
Meeting Three: Organizational Structure of Efficiency Maine, the Carbon Trust and Other State Energy Efficiency Activities (Early November)

The purpose of this third meeting would be to discuss ways to organize the state’s energy efficiency activities.  This is the meeting during which interested parties would be invited to discuss the organizational and structural issues raised by Trust members during their September 8th meeting.

The Commission hopes that the Trust finds these comments helpful.
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