Maine Energy Conservation Board

Meeting Minutes
May 15, 2008
Board Attendees: Julia Brady, Michael Stoddard, Adam Lee, Glenn Poole, Dick Davies, Jennifer Puser, Jim Brooks, Sharon Reishus
Board Staff Attendees: Jean Guzzetti, Ben Smith
11:05 Meeting Opened
Chairman Lee made a motion to approve the agenda and meeting minutes. Both approved. 

The acting Chairman of the Public Utilities Commission, Sharon Reishus was introduced.
Staff Update

Ben Smith informed the board that he was an attorney for the PUC who worked with efficiency Maine.  Ben’s involvement is limited to the extent that he is providing the board with background legal research and helping the board get established.  Ben provided board members with an outline and overview of Robert’s Rules of Order.  Ben also indicated that, with the exception of two board members who are permitted by statute to have designees, board members must be present at meetings in order to vote.  Ben also reported back to the board in response to prior questions of whether the board and its members would be immune from liability and informed the board that they would have immunity under Maine law provided that they were acting in their official capacities and did not commit an intentional act in bad faith. 
The board discussed Chairman terms. Some board members suggested that the Chair terms be one year. Others thought that one year was too short. Chairman Lee made a motion to add this topic to the agenda for the next meeting. The motion was adopted. 

The board discussed the process to accept public comment and it was pointed out that one member of the public requested that the meetings be streamed to the web. Staff will look into this possibility. There are limited meeting locations where streaming to the web is an option, so, depending on the location of the meeting it may not be possible. It was suggested to look into Sunshine Laws. 

The question was raised as to whether or not the Board could have sub-committee meetings. Staff will look into this and report at the next meeting. 

Jean Guzzetti provided an update about the website, board reporting requirements to the State, and staff attendance at regional meetings. 

Efficiency Maine Presentation

Tim Vrabel, Energy Division Deputy Director of the Maine Public Utilities Commission gave a presentation about Efficiency Maine’s programs. Tim accepted questions during the presentation and referred some questions to other Public Utilities Commission staff that were in attendance. 
Planning for the Next Meeting

Commissioners Reishus and Adams gave an update on the status of Energy Carbon and Savings Trust appointments. They hope to have appointments by the end of the month.

The topics for the next meeting were discussed. Chairman Lee suggested bringing in a member from another energy advisory board. The board decided to invite the Executive Director of Environment Northeast, who served on the energy advisory board in Connecticut for a number of years. Michael Stoddard suggested bringing in a contractor that has experience in multiple northeastern states. The Board decided to invite Doug Baston. 

The Board discussed the pros and cons of conducting a Technical Potential study and requested that staff and other board members work together to gather information about such studies in other states. 

Vice Chair Brady recommended including a creation of a timeline for providing input to Efficiency Maine and the Energy Carbon and Savings Trust on the agenda for the next meeting.

The board discussed whether or not the next meeting should be 2 or 3 hours. The Board decided to schedule it for three hours. If a presenter is not able to attend, the meeting can come to a close early. The next meeting is scheduled for June 10th, 11am-2pm in the Hearing Room at the PUC. 

Dick Davies suggested sending a POA report to the Board that explored the possibility of merging the activities and missions of the Energy Carbon & Savings Trust and Efficiency Maine. Jean Guzzetti will send that report to the Board. 

Public Comment

Dylan Voorhees commended the Board for its efforts to continue to gather information on energy efficiency. He mentioned that one of the biggest challenges the Board will face is sifting through the process of its functions. He also suggested that Board request that speakers invited to the June meeting look at energy efficiency programs in a broader context, how efficiency fits into the big picture and how programs accomplish that big picture. 
Meeting adjourned 2pm.
